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p*z 20. line §. for of them read of the Poem, ps 21, Margin, for 
sfet r. effet, p. 28. 1. 30. Margin, for nempiz x. erapit. p. 29.1. 19. 
Margin, for immodeftia r. immodeftia, p. 50. 1. 18. for difcourr'd rv. dif- 
coursd, p 51. 1.24. for ,r. : Pp. 53. 1.13. for Zpithe r. Epithet, p. 71.1. 
5. for thu-r. bis, p. 72.1. 24. for Poet x. Poe?’s, Ibid. 1. 30. for Promo- 
sheus 1. Prometheus, Pp. 73.1. 1. for Promothens x. Prometheus, Ubid. for 
Axagriast. Auserias, p. 78. 1. 33. for Under Charaéer r. Under Chae 
racers, p. 88. 3.3. for Sx r. Six, p.97. 1. 33. dele 2s  remembergp.rol.|| 
1.23. for Seleczfim r. Solecifmes p. 105. J. 29. for Charges r. Charge, p.| 
420.1. 5. for Dramarifts r. Dramatift, p. 127.1. 5. for Law. Laws, 
-p-.128, 1, 19, for belongs x, belong, p. 134.1. 16, for TeeZe 1. Tegeels 















Tothe Reader. 
7 Hen my Aduerfary farft ap. 


peard, I was engaged in 
3 Bufine{s for the Prefs, 5, which . 
I bull » not well difmifs, till "twas brought’ 
fomewhat forward. Befides, I was fome- 
time ata fland whether to Anfwer. or not, 
and, I think; had left my Book to take. 
lits Fate, had it not been for the c harge. 
of falle Quotation. 
| As to the Author of the Survey,&e. 
his Manner is all over extraordinary, but- 
in what relates.to-my Authorities; ..f, 
think altogether, wnprefidented-; fuch.a, 
 fizeof Aljurance; fo unfupported by Proof 
‘and Colour, is rarely to be met with. If 
he ‘continues. to caft the C aufe. thus. en- 
tively upon his Gonna be maf we 
pute by bimfelf.. 
His. Eagernefs. to Defend the Stage, 
has fometimes tranfported him into ai 
Rudenefs : To. this I fhall only obferve, 
That Railing is a feandalous Talent, and 
_an Argument of anill Undertaking. Wen 
a Man throws Dirt, *tis a fign he bas 
other Weapon. Thefe are Dulin 
: ane 














To the-Reader. ee 
and Ungentlemanly Sallies, and not fo” 
much as allow’d to Provocation. Having 
therefore neither Liberty, nor Fancy fon” 
this way, I ball; for the moft part, over- 
look his Misbehaviour. 7, 
- As for the Stage, I almoft defpair of 
doing them any Service: They are more 
enclin d, 1 perceive, to Repeat their Faults 
then amend them: They make no feruple 
of coming over again with their Ill Plays s 
As if Immodefty and Prophanenefs were 
the more valuable for being difcover'd. 
But thus to bear up againft Evidence, 
and go on in Defiance of Religion, # an 
odd Inflance of Refolution. And befides” 
the ill Colour of the Quality, ‘twill fail 
ws at the long Run: Courage without 
—Confcience ftarts at the other World, and 
leaves a Man difpirited when he has moft 
need of Support. Io Confider that we 
have done our Utmoft to Debauch Man- | 
kind,will beno Pleafure at fucha Funtture 
as This. Unlefs therefore-we could De-| 
monfirate the Grounds of Atheif{m, Com- 
mon Senfe, if minded, will put us upon a 
Provifion beyond the Grave, | 
Novemb. 26. 1699. A N 







































| AN 
ANSWE 
Toa BOOK, Entituled, 


“The Ancient and Modern Stages 
fs Surveyed, &e. 


@ = Efore I proceed farther with my 
 Adverfary, it may not be amifs 
to obferve, that his Scheme is de- 
fedive, and the Compafs of his 
Defence -much fhort of the Charge. For 
he does not apply his Anfwer to any Par- 
ticulars, nor fo much as Vindicate one 
Paflage accufed of Indecency and Irreli- 
gion. So that were his whole Book true, 
the Imputation of Prophanenefs and lmmo- 
rality, would {till lieheavy upon the Stage.. 
This Author, to give him {ome part of 
his Character, feems to rely more upon 
Stratagem and Surprize, than plain Force, 
and open Attack. His. Bufinefs is all a- 
long to perplex the Caufe and amufe the 
Reader, and to Reafon, and Reprefent a- 
mifs. In the fir&t place he tells us a Story, 
| B which. 








The Ancient 
ana Modern 
Srages Sur- 
veyed &c. 
P. 7,8. 9. 
E.. 13, 23. 


The Avcient 
and Modern 
Stages Sur- 
wtyed, &C. 
p. 10. 


Pte. 33, 












which Mr. Rywer had told before, about 
the Original of Plays ; and charges all the: 


: Inmorality, and Difordérs of the Stage, 


upon the Head of Idolatry, and the Practice 
of the Miwes and Pantomimes. Andwhen 
he has thus entangled the Difpute, and like 
the Scuttle-Fifh mudded the Water, he 
thinks himfelf out of Reach; but I fhall. 
endeavour to dive after him, anddrag him 
to the furface. ‘ 

In his Hiftory of Heathenifm and the 
Stage, he lays down feveral unlucky Affer- 
tions, and ruines himfelf in his very De- 
fence. He lets us know, that Paganifi 
was invented to oblige awd captivate the People, 
and gain'd its Authority among then by m- 
duleging the Senfuality, and gratifying thei 
Esfis : That the Games and Shewes were the 
moft engaging parts of thew Religion, and that 
the Devotional and Pompous part of thei 
Worfhip, was ungrateful to the Spectators, who 
‘ twpatiently expected the Shew. He informs 
us farther, That the Fathers thought it not 
fafe to truft their Converts to the Temptations 
of fo jolly a Religion, that the Portion of 
ihofe that embraced Chriftiamity was Mortif= 
cation, that their Reward was in Reverfon, 
and that prefent Enjoyment is apt to prevail 
againft a remote Hope. 

Now if Stage-Plays were fuch Licen- 
tious Diverfions, if they indulged Sen- 
fuality and Luft, feifed fo powerfully 
upon People’s Inclinations, and made them 
for- 





te) 


forget the Interefts of Ftwrity', If the 
Cafe ftood thus, (as the Surveyor corifefles) 
then there were other heavy Articles 
againtt the Stage befides fdolary; Then the 
bold Liberties and Lufcious Pleafures of 
the Place, were fufficient Reafons why the 
Fathers declaimed againft it; and by con 
fequence their Cenfures come ftrong upon 
‘the Exelifh Theatre. | 











of Perfecutions, don’t alter the Meafures of 
Behaviour, not make fo sfeat a diffe- 
ferice between the Primitive and Modern 
Chriftians, as oiif Author would fuppofe. 
If ‘tis poffible, we have more Reafon 
to be cautious and felfdetiying, thaa 
thofe who lived in the firft Ages of our 
Religion. For then, the Hiftory of out 
Faith was freth, and the Proofs lay hearer 
to the fev/e. Ther Miracles were frequent 
to refrefh their Memory, atid quicken theif 
‘Leal. Befides their very Sufferifigs were 
awakening Circumftances, and a Guard 

















in this World, was naturally apt to make 
‘them take the more care about the other. 
‘Having none of thefe Advantages, we 
have more need ‘of Difcipline and Recol- 
He@&on ; and fhould ftand as much aloof 
from Temptation asever. And therefore 
‘whatever debatiches our Appetites, over- 
heats our Affections, and, as our Author 
Phrafes it, relaxes the Nerves of our Zeal, 

B2 ought 











‘upon their Virtue. Their being fo ill ufed - 


“yd 


The Infancy of Chriftianity and the frequency P. 14 
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Cou. ee 
ought by all Means to be avoided. 

The Surveyor is now going to take off 
the Cenfure of the Fathers from the Stage. 
And here he beging with St. Auguftine, 
who (fays he) abfolves their Comedies and 
Tragedies from any fault in the Expreffiox, 
and accufes only the fubject Matter. 


$2 
ha 


To this I Anfwer 


| Firft, That St. Auguftine’s Charge againft 
View, &. p. the | Play-houfes runs very high ; he 
72? 7 Jook’d upon them as no better than the 
Defexee,&e. Nurferies of Lewdnefs and Irreligion, and 
P- 85,86. comprehended Comedy amongft the reft 
of their Performances ; as appears by his 
Inftance in Rofciws ; but thefe Teftimonies 
were too troublefome for the Surveyor to 

take notice of. 

Secondly, St. Auguftine, even in this place, 
blames Comedies and Tragedies for being 
very foul and faulty in their Fable and 

* Multa rerum Mater, “ and by confequence could not 
papi think them. proper for Chriftian Diver- 
fions :-. 5) 
Lhirdly, St. Auguftine does not fay that 
Nulla, faltem Comedies, Oc. were always clean in the 
few allan’ Expreftion.. He throws in a Sentence 
sbfrenitatecom- Which qualifies the Propofition, and makes 
aes Baal it affirm no farther, than that they were 
2.Cap.8, HOt fo f{mutty as way other things. “Tis 
probable he might mean they. were not fo 
rank as the Bacchazal and Floral Solem- 
UGS. ss Sa Ne ee 






Ae 
|. But thefe Words, Sicut alia multa, which 
‘change the Sence, and make clearly againft 
him, he is pleafed to omit in the Exglifh, 
tho they ftand ftaring in the Margin, and 
are part of his ow: Quotation. To fal- 
fifie thus in the face of Conviction, is like 
Stealing before the Bexch: But thus he is 
Pleafed to detect himfelf, and to give us a. 
‘noble Difcovery of his Honefty and Cun- 
ming, at his firft fetting out. However 
(he would do well not to rely too much 
‘upon an Evxelifh Reader for the future. 
| This Gentleman advances tothe Teftimo- 
nies cited by the View, ec.’ And here he is 
pleafed to skip quite over the Councils, and 
takes no notice of above half the Fathers, 
and thofe he has the Courage toundertake, 
he does but touch at. And thus he con- 
futes a Book at the rate that Mice do,. 
‘only by nibbling a little at a few of the 
‘Leaves. However I muft attend him in ~ 
his Method. Let us therefore confider that 
little he can afford us from Clemens Alex- 
andrinus ; where this Father affirms, That 
the Circus and Theatre may not improperly be’ 
called the Chair of Peftilence. Here the Sur-— 
veyor would know, whence it appears that 
the Dramatick Exercifes are here aimed at ? 
Were the Mini and Paxtomimi \els con- 


cerned with the Stage? &c. P, 24. 


In anfwer to thefe Queftions the Reader 
may pleafe to underftand, that the Sur- 
veyor makes great ufe of the Diltinction 
Bs be- 


















; C6) 
between the. Drawa (as he calls it) and 
‘the Mani, by this means he hopes to per- 
plex the Controverfy, and divert the Cen- 
fare of the Fathers, as if in their Opinion 
Comedy and Tragedy were inoffenfive Di- 
verfions ; but | fhall endeavour to make 
this Evafion unferviceable to him, by 
fhewing, 
Firft, That feveral of the Fathers, asap~ 
pears by the View, Oc. cenfure Tragedy and 
Comedy by name. Nay, thus much the 
Surveyor himfelf confefles, that Tragedy and 
Comedy is fouctimes condemned for Company. 
Now if Comedy is jointly condemned with 
the other Shews of the Theatre, why does 
he endeavour to. make the Fathers juftifie 
or overlook it » Why fo much pains to. 
take off their Cenfure, and point the Satyr 
another way >’ VWhatneeds all this rattling 
with Mimes, Pantomimes, and Drama, as 1 
there was fome Charm and Myftick Power 
im the Words ? If the Fathers condemn 
Comedy, Gc. exprefly, “tis to. no purpofe 
to conteft their Sence, and pretend their 
Opinion undeclared. He muft own there- 
fore the Avcients ave full againft him in 
the Point. And fince Comedy and Trage- 
dy is thus exprefly. condemned by the Fu 
thers, we have reafon to believe it always 
eomprehended under their general Cenfure 
of the Stage. Which will appear farther 
ib we confides — | : 


Secondly, 









| | 





5s a. 


Secondly, That Comedy and Tragedy were 


the principal and moft frequent Diverfions 


on the Stage. 
__ That they were the principal, I {uppofe 
the Surveyor will allow, upon the account 
of the Fable, and the Advantage of the 
Plot and CharaGers : The Mimibeing form'd 
-upon little Subjects, and Vulgar Perfons *. 
That Comedy, Gc. were the moft frequent 
Diverfions of the Stage, I prove thus ; 
firfi, Becaule the Mimi, Dancing on the 
Stage, @c. were Originally part of Come- 
dy, as we may learn from Swetonivs ; and 
fo in all likelihood they continued a great 
while. 
Secondly, 
or Farces were very few, f{carcely One to 
Ten of the other Dramatifts, as appears 


* rilius Gyr aie 
dus de Poet: 
Hi ft. Dial. 6. 


Diomedes lrbr. 
3.1m Fragm. 
Sueton. primis 


temporibus ut ~ 


afferit Tran- 


quills, Omnia 


guein fcenaver'e 


The Poets who wrote the Miz fentur in Ceme- 
dia agcbantur 3 
nam CY Panto= 
mimus Cr Choe 


from Athengus,and Lilivs Gyraldus. Now, rales in Come- 


why were: the Comick and Tragick Poets 
thus over-proportioned to the Mizographz, 
but becaufe their Entertainments were much 
more frequented and efteemed than the 
other ? | 
Thirdly, It does not appear that the Adiwuz 
were always more Scandalous Compofiti- 
ons than Comedy. ‘Tis true we have little 
of this kind of Writing remaining; But 
by thofe Fragments preferv’d by Macrobins, 


and cited by Lilivs Gyraldus, they feem to #5. Li, 


Saturi. cap. 
Gyrald.ds Poet. 


have been Madeft and Sententious. And 


dia Canebant. 


~3} t) 
e . 


Plinivs Funior mentioning Vergilixs Romanus, re 8. 
pe ae 2 5 “3 © » 918. 
another Mimiiambick Poet, commends him? ? 


B 4 for 











Scalig. Poet. 
Lib. 1. cap, 18. 
p. G1, 44. 


Macrod. Saturn. 
Lib. 2. tap. 10. 


Gyraldus, D. 


690. de Dial. 


“as they did the Miva or 









| (3°) | 
for his Probity and his Wit, but does not 
in the leaft tax him with any Indecency. 
Belides, Scaliger in his Chapter De Salta- 
tione, informs us, That the Dances proper. 
to the Miz: were Apifh and Fantaftical ; 
but that feveral belonging to‘Comedy had 
a Wanton atid Licentious Movement. So 
that of the Two, one would think thefe 
Farces were fometimes the more inoffenfive 
Performances. 

Fourthly, "Tis certain thatthe Mies and 
Pantomimes Reprefented Comedy and Tra- 
eéedy in their Geftures, and Dances, as well 
Farces properly fo 
call’d. Thatthe Paxtomimes were concern'd 
in the Drama, is plain from Caffiodorus, Gre, 
who tells us, That they could form 
their Geftures into fuch a fignificancy, 
that with the fame Limbs and Features 
they could A& either Hercules, or Venus ; 
and make the Paflions and Character of 
of a King, or a Common Soldier, vifible 
in their Poftures, and Motions. Now 
Kings and Heroes, we know, were only 


¥ 


Semele 


~.eounted proper for Tragedy. 





Indeed thefe fort of Actors were nothing 
but Mimicks, (tho much farther improv’d 
than the Moderns) and therefore as proper 
fo appear in’ the Drama as in any other 
Stage-Performance. - From whence it will 
follow, that if thefe Pavtomimis were foul 
in their Geftures, the Drawa muft an{wer 
to the Indictment; It being oftentimes 
| eb OME 












: GS ck G28) aie 
only the Bufinefs of thefe Mimicks to fup- 
ply the place of the Dialogue, and exprefs 
the Paffions of the Poem. 

And thus I have plainly prov’d, that 
when the Fathers pafs Sentence againt{t the 
Stage, the whole Myftery and Fraternity is 
included, fo that his DiftinGtion between 
the Drama, and the Mimi and Pantonimi, 
will do him no fervice. And this may 
_ ferve to make good not only the Teftimony 
Of Clemens Alexandrinus, but of the reft of 
the Fathers; all his Objections againft the 
‘Strength of their Evidence turning moftly 
upon this Suppofition. But becaufe he 
ventures to attack but Two Citations more, 
a little farther Confideration of him will 
be no great matter. | 
- . lobferv’d from Theophilus Antiochenus,that 

the Chriftians durft. not feethe Heather Shews up- 
ov the account of their Indecency and Profanenefs, 
and particularly that the Stage-Adulteries of 
the Gods and Hero's were unwarrantable Exter- 
tainments, &c. Here he is pofitive that the 


- Tranflator very well knew,that Tragedy Comedy P. 28. 


were unconcern A and nothing but the Mimi aimed 
at. Say you fo? Is not the Drawaconcern’d in 
fuch Reprefentations as thefe 2? WVhat do 
you make of Plautus’s Amphytrio, and Te- 
rence’s Eunuchus, of Euripides’s and Seneca’s 
Lhyesfes,notto mentionany more? Herethe 
Adulteries of the Gods and Hero’s are defcrib'd 
and acted, and in fome of them make part 
of the main Argument: And befides se 
this 



































‘hi, Be 










7 





( 10 ) 
djmetus this, the-Expreflion throws it upon the 
xeios mag a Drama, 
Nira, ~~ His. next Complaint againft me is for 
Nihil mbis - tranflating Theatrum a Play-boufe: This he 
attra very fhrewdly calls my old may of Legerde- 
Tertul. Apel. means, for by all means it fhould have been 
SEE , xendred Theatre. I have a fine time on't 
Medivn Stage tO- Write againft a Man that does not 
furaey'd,p 30. Know what is Latin for a Play-hoxfe! Truly 
| this is a great Point! But I hope Horace’s 
Authority may fatisfie him, that his Dra- 
mas were Acted in the Theatre. Now this 
Tit. Od; Post addreffing to Pollio , defires him to. 
ib. 2. Od, 1. 7 ; t ’ 
ftop his Tragick Mu/e till the Common- 
wealth was better fettled: 


Paulun fevere Mufa Tragedie 

. Deft Theatris. - 
£30 The Surveyor goes on with his Grievances, 
and prétends that I wreft Tertulian’s 
Words, and force him to call Pompey’s 
uae eh ke fle Theatre a Dramatick Bamdy-hounfe. And here he 
Tiatro fuo mie has Very honeftly again put the Latin in the 
mr, cum ilem Margin to confute the Englifh: Thither 
turpitudinum L appeal, and doubt not but the Reader 
turpitudinum ppeal, ap u Oo u 
extruxifet, wall find the Original every jot as fevere as 
au ce) “the Tranflation. But he complains. the 
State of the Cafe is chang'd, the ‘Drama 
wrongfully accusd, and that Tertullian in- 
veigh'd only againft the Shews of the Mimi. 
That's {trange! Were not Comedies and 
Tragedies Acted in the Theaters> Not in 


Poxi~ 











' 
| 












Gant’) 


| Pompeys Theatre, the mot Magnificent in 


Rome ? Were Farces fo much preferr’d to 


the Drama, and the Nobleft Buildings con- 


triv’d only for Drolls, and Strollers > Ter-. 
tullian, in this very Paragraph, obferves, 
that the Theatre was Dedicated to Bac- 
ehas ; and this Idol, the Surveyor himfelf 
informs us, was the Patron of the Drama, P. 9. 
and had his Altar on the right-fide of the 
Stage. Befides, “tis further evident that 
Tertullian level¥d his Cenfure againft the 


| Drama for fo I muft call it) by the Cau- 


tion he gives; he warns the Chriftians not 
to be furprizd by fome of the beft-com- 
plexion’d Entertainments. Look, fays he, Onmia itic fru 
upon all the eugaging Sentences of the Stage, Lids Neder 
their Flights of Fortitude and Philofophy, the ra, fea fubtilia 
Loftinefs of the Stile, avd the Finenefs of the gen bp ae 
Condud , %c. Look upon it only as Honey’ nenis de Libas 
dropping fron the Bowels of a Load , or the cunculo vencna- 
Bug of a Spider. Now I fuppofe the Sure rc at 
weyor is not fo hardy as to afirm, That 
Heroick Fortitude, Lofty Expreflion, and 
Moral Sentences, is any way fuitable to 
his Defeription of the Mimi. “Tis plain 
therefore, that Comedy and Tragedy mutt 
be ftruck at in the Teftimony above men- 
tion.d. 

E muft not forget the Surveyors Sugge- 
ftion, That the Idelatry of the Stage was the 
principal Quarrel the Fathers had againft 
it. “Iwas for this Reafon that they de-p.13. 
clained againft at with all their aes axa 

‘Qie= 












(12) 


Vehemence® as our Author words it. The 


See View, &c. Reader may pleafe to take notice, that 


Chap. 6. 
Defence, &c. 
p- 84. 





the Fathers had other Reafons for their 
Averfion to the Stage, befides the Charge 
of Idolatry : However , upon this Occa-. 
fion I fhall purfue the Argument a little — 
farther, and anfwer, Firft, That the Fa- 
thers were no lefs Enemies to Immorality 
than to Falfe Worfhip. Indeed, one great 
Reafon why Paganifiz was fo very Cri- 
minal, was, becaufe ‘twas not only an er- 
roneous, but a {candalous Belief: ‘Iwas: 
becaufe the Holy Solemnities were Lewd, 
and not only mif-led Men’s Underftand- 
ings, but debauch’d their Practice. Now 
nothing in Nature 1s fo counter to Chri- 
ftianity as Wickednefs. Idolatry may 
fometimes be an effet of Ignorance ; but 
Immorality lies always open to Confcience 
and inward Reproof. So that where Vice 
is cherifh’d , and Licentioufnefs 1s made 
creditable, there the worft Part of Heathen- 
ifm is kept up. The Devil is no lefs real- 
ly Worfhipp'd in Lewdnefs and Obfcenity 
than he was in Vexws and Jupiter. And yet 
the Surveyor has the Courage to affirm, 
That Idolatry is more abhorr'd and exposd 
onthe Englith Stage than any where elfe. Ido- 
Jatry exposd! What, by burlesking the 
Bible, by Smut and Swearing, and by hoot- 
ing, as much as in them lies, all Religion 
out of the Univerfe? A moft admirable 
Expedient | Thus Error is curd by A- 
theifin, 
















(13 ) 
theifm, and falfe Religion deftroy’d, by 
| leaving no Truth to counterfeit ! 

The Surveyor obferves, That the Fathers 
§ were alarmed at the Heathen Stage as‘ at the 
_ Approach of an Enemy ; they were afraid 
_ the indulging thefe Liberties would hazard 
| the Intereft and Belief of Chriftianity : 


the Entertainments, they might proceed to ap- 
| prove the Occafion of them. Now thofe who 
frequent the Theatres, would do well to 
confider this Caution : For from liking the 
Plays, they may come to like the Praétice, 
and {lide infenfibly from the Diverfion to 
the Vice and Profanenefs. I with this 
Reafoning were not too well grounded 
upon Experiment; but nothing is more 
natural than the Tranfition from Pleafure 
to Imitation. And thus the Fathers Re- 
{traint holds ftrong againft the Exglifh 
Theatre. For Lewdnefs 1s more catching 
than Heathenifm: and People are much 
fooner furprizd by their Appetites, than 
by their Ignorance. “Twas this Indulgence 
to Senfuality which captivated the World, 
and gain’d Credit and Authority to Pa- 
sani{m. Thus Vice gives the ‘main. Force 
to the Temptation, makes way for Error, 
and by corrupting the Will betrays the 
Underftanding. And this may ferve to 
fatisfie the Reader, that his Topick of 
Idolatry is nothing to the purpofe. 


Upon 


They juftly apprehended, that from a Liking of p. 12. 


P. 10. 











ed 

- Upon the whole ;, Let us fuppofe, which 
is not true, That the Fathers left Comedy 
and Tragedy uncenfur'd, and planted their 
Rhetorick again{t nothing but the Shews of 
the Mimi; let us refign our Advantage, 
and fet part of our Evidence afide; What 
would the Surveyor gain by it > Alas! un- 
lefs he cah clear the Innocence, and take 
off the Imputations upon the Exgh/b Stage; 
which he never fo much as attempts: Un- 
Jefs this can be done, his Cavils and his 
Confidence , and all his other Pretences 
fignifie nothing. For, can we imagine the 
Fathers would ever have endur’d the Dif 
orders of the Modern Stage> Would thefe 
Roly Men have allow’d them their Com- 
won Places of Smut, and their Sallies of 
Profanenefs? Would they ‘have feen 
Lewdnefs a Profeffion, and Religioti made 
fport with, and faid nothing againft it > 
No: Such flaming Provocations as thefe 
would have kindled thetr Spirits, and 
prefied them to the Encounter: Their Sa- 
tyr would have thundred, ‘and their Dif- 
cipline been play’d againft the Enemy ; 
and the Warnings of the Pulpit would have 
founded as loud as the Blafphemies of the 
Play-houfe : Where the Hotiout of God — 
and the Interefts of Eternity fuffered fo 
much, they would have fhewn a propor- — 
tionable Concern. For like the Hero's in 
Hifchylus, wpon fach an Occafion, 
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"Raver AchyTay as deny Sd opxoTor. contr, Thebes 


Brave intheir Zeal, and fird with Refolution, a 
They lookd like Lions roaring to the Combat ! te 


The Surveyor i$ tired with Church-An-» ,, i 
tiquity, for it feems all my Tranflations of ~~ a 
the Fathers are of the fame Stamp with thofe 
he has Examined : Why, fo they are; but 
Mot a jot to his purpofe. For not- 
withftanding all his Clamour about 
my Corrupt Verfion, Managing of Evidence, P. 23. 33: 
and what not; he has not been able to 
fhew that I have either miftaken the Sence, 
or mifapplied the Meaning“in the leaft In- 
ftance ; fo that if wy main Strength, as he 
is pleafed to fay, lay in thefe Worthies, the 
Forces are {till entire, there is not fo much 
as a Vein fcratch’d, or a drop of Blood 
loft in the Encounter. | 

But I can’t forget bis Character and Com- 
niendations of the Fathers. What would 
you think St. Cyprian, St. Chryfoftome, St. Ax- 
guftine, and the reft of them were like ? 
Why it {tems they are like Whelps newly ,, 
enter d, they run Riot, have much better Mouths " 
than Nofes ; makeup a great part of the Cry, but 
are of no fervice in the Chafe. Nay,then he __ 
may well go on with tother Compli- bh 
ment, and tell us, Their Writings are 
bit the Rubbifh of Antiquity. Biefs F 
What 
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What ftrains of Contempt and Diftra- 
tion are here! Is this all thats due to 
the Memory of thefe Venerable Men? And 
muft Dignity and Merit be thus coarfly 
Treated ? Muft Dogs and Martyrs be cou= 
pled; and Patriarchs defcrib'd by Simili- 
tudes from the Kevnel 2. Thefe great De- 
fenders of the Faith were never faluted in 
this manner before : Jews and Heathens, 
tho they might have had no lefs Malice, 
had (as far as it appears) more Modefty 
than this.comes to. One would think he 
learned this Language at the Olympicks (as 
he calls them) of Moor-Fields, or rather 
at the Great Houfe that fronts them. 
If the Fathers are thus defpicable, why 
does he follicit for their Votes, and ftrive 
to bring them over to his Party ? If he 
takes them for his Friends, he ufes them 
very feverely.; But I fuppofe he defpairs 
of their Favour, and would therefore dit 
able their Credit. Well, fince the Fa- 
thers are thus unmanageable, and won't be 
tamperd with, ’tis time to leave them: 
If the Chriftians won't do, we mutt try if 
the reathens will prove any kinder. |The 
Surveyor therefore applying to the Philofo- 
phers, endeavours to bribe them into Si- 
lence, and bring them to a State of Neu- 
trality. But here he is much as untoward 
in his Objections as formerly. He pre- 
tends Plato does not appear in his own Perfon: 
Granting that, Exfebiusis a good Voucher 
| : | for 














| eig7 )) 
for his Opinion. But after all, Plato does¥e#, p. 354 
‘appear in his own Perfon, and ftands fairly. 
guoted in the Margin. Truly I think I’m 
omewhat to blame for troubli ling my fel 
‘with an Author fo very Defective either in 
| Eyes or Honetty. But it{eems the Teftimony 
is not full to the Purpofe. Why fo? let’s 
Hear it. Plays Clays Plato) raife the Paffrons 
and pervert the Ofe of them, and by con, fequence 
are dangerous to. Morality.. This 1 take it is to 
‘the Point; the Impeachment runs. high, 
and the Articles are plainly mention‘d. So 
that to evade the Force of the Authority, by 
faying the Nature or Meafure of the Danger 15 surv. p. 
not _fpecified, is not to Argue, but Trifle, and 
4s in effe@ to make Blots inftead of Letters 
with a Man’s Ink. My Bufinefs in the View, 
@c..was to fum up the Evidence in few 
Words, and not to tire the Reader with un- 
neceflary Lengths of Quotation: Shad oo 
fince he calls for't, I'll give it him fomewhat 
more partici ularly.’ Tis Plato’s Opinion rie eee 
that the Diverfions of the Stage are dangerous to \. ib 3 p oe 
Lemper and Sobriety ; they fwell Anger Sande Deata.trsh. 
fire too much. Tragedy is apt to make Men boifte- 
rous,and Comedy Buffoons. Ties + thofe Palfions are 
chersft'd which ought to be checkd, Virtue l 
ground, and Reafon grows precarious. 
From Plato we mutt go to Xenophon: And 
here -his Exception is, That the Drama is 6": P- 3): 
not mention'd. \ grant it: But does not this 
Author douimicnd: the Perfians for not fuffer- 5. 
ing their Youthto hear any thing Amorous or Taw~>,40 
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dry2 And does he not fhew the Danger of 
fich a Permiffion > And is this nothing to 
the Exelifh Stage, where Love and indecen- 
cies are moft of the Entertainment? This 
Remark not only reaches the Modern, but 
likewife the Azxcient Dramatifts ,° as far as 
their Compofitions were any way licentious. 
At laft the Surveyor owns, That Bawdry- was in- 


deedforbidden to be talk'd to youne People im Per- 


fia, be cafe of the Heat ofthe Climate, Meaning, 
that in the Latitude of Lowden the cafe is 
etherwife: The Elevation of the.Pole has 
taken off the Reftraint, and made Modefty 
unneceflary : For in thefe Northern Regions, 
and efpecially in’a hard Winter, Smut is a 
very harmlefs Diverfi ion, and a Man ee 
talk as Brutifhly as he pleates! 

Je is now advanced to Arsffotle, whofe 
he fays, will do me as great ‘Servite 
former. Wow tho’ this Jett is 4 
that he offers im earneft, 
y he may take it wl, if bis Story 
ir : He , eb Reels then, That 
by the View from Ay iftotle; 
ihe uit a General Cantionagainfe 
in proxifcuows Coutpany! To 
nfwered, 


Aull thor iY, 


Limo 
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First 
the fight of Comedy, as appears even hy the 
Latin Pua ation cited by the Surdeyor - th 
ediarunt {pettatores offe Lex probibeat. This is 
fon nething more than a General Cantion site 





, Ariffotle plainly forbids young ie oe 


prow if ; 














: Cag ) 
| promifcuous Company: For let the Reafon of the 
Prohibition be what it will, the Draya is 
particularly ftruck at, and made counter- 
band Goods to one Part of Human Life at 
ih However, | did ill to palm the general 
Lerm of Debauchery , for the particular one of *-37- 
Drunkennefs, which it feems mas only inftanc’ d 
in by the Philofo pher. Here the Tranflation 
comes hard upon him again ; for not only yer aliarum 
Drunkennefs is mention’d, but all the Dif iné nafeentinm 
orders confequent upon it. And is not’,” ee 


Lewdnefs oftentimes the Effect of Intempe- iil efficiat. 


Vel ebr letatis ,) 


rance, e{pecially in young People? Rebbe si: 
Gebidi , The Greek is till more unkind to 6 na 

the Surveyor, and fhews that he has quite veu-dervor, 

miftaken Ari/fotle’s Sence ; which in a literal” a eon 


Verfion runs thus: The’ Government fhould % xg were 
“not permit Youth to fee Comedies, till Dif- she se aa 
‘cipline has fecured them from the Linibcot. id 18 won 

© fions and Mifchief of fuch Diverfions, and ¢ tid xv 

‘ they are advancd to the Age of being ad- Witgis 
‘ mitted to Feafts and Publick ‘Batertainment. erates aden 

This Tranflation is warranted by the Origi- 4 mice. 

Ari ft. Polit Lid, 

nali and by Hein(ins’s Paraphrafe, and ju- aiGap. 19 ae 

ftifies the View to the full. And now his Lugd. Barav. 
other Objection about my mifreprefenting 

Aristotle , ‘bel ng founded upon his former 


Miftake, ent fall together with it. 


Surveyor ,p.36, 


But the Surveyor and Mr. Dennis think 1€ pexis, p. 7. 
firange, that Aristotle fhould pronounce thus un- 
hindly upon Comedy, and yet leave Rales for the 
Writing ihis hind of Poem. Why this, it we 
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confider it, 1s no great Myftery Plays are’ 
one thing in the abftracted Idea; and another 
in Fact and Pradtice:. He mieht diflike the 
common Liberties of the Poets, without ab- 
folutely condemning the Form of them. But 
that Arifotle did not allow of Licentious 
Comedy, i s plain by the Inftance before us, 


zc) by what I cited. el ohhh Si. in the View, and 


by his. Advice to Governours, fo banifh 
Suk and Indecency from the Calta tae 
235, Tully's Teftimony comies, next to be exa- 
mined, who, as.1 obferved, cries out upox 
licentious Plays and Poems , as the Bane of So- 
briety and wife Thinkin gs That Comedy fubjifts 
upon Lewduefs, and that Pleafure is the Root of 
ali Evil. This one would imagine were” 
pretty home: What does the Surveyor fay to 
it? Is the Teftimony mifcited ?. Not at all. 


Sarveyor,p.42, What then?. Why °thefe Sentences are Ends 





and Scraps of pts, and as little. to the pur- 
pofe as if he had cited fo many Propofitions ont 
of Euclid, which tho’ true, are of no ufe in this 
place. No! Is Zim y's Cenfuré of Licentious 
Plays, affirming that Comedy fubfifts upon 
Lewdnefs, and ‘that Pleafure is the Root of 
all Evil; is all this nothing to the purpofe ? 
This is raging Impertinence ; 1 almoft {weat 
to take notice of fuch ftuff as this is. As 
for his calling what I produe’d Scraps, I mutt 
tell him, “twas not for want of Plenty that 
: ‘ete him no more; however, till he can 

1is off his Stomach, he has no reafon to 
ea in of Scarcity. The-Reader, if he 
pleafe, 
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pleafe, may fee a whole Page of Declamation 
i the fame purpote at ‘the latter end of, 
which he has thefe W Vords: ™*. Thefe Poets ph 
are gredt Affi 1st ances t0 V; sr bHie., ana we have Ved- vite Po kale 
‘fon to expe molt admirable Cures from the Stage | 4 77" 
Tes J Manners mate be mightily refi orured eo Bui 


T rf aged 
thofe People who pnake Piso “FEC ad £ Yr dine fs “rer, iB acta 
th 








Deity, and teach Men to wi arfbip their owit Folly Hii, 

ana Difir abion ff fpeak ays he) of eG 4. 

which were it not for fuch licentrons Mana ae i. 

could co on 70 boii This Patiage iS QUO™ pra ar tan 

ted by the Swrveyor, according to his culto-/ sf: som 
en 


mary Policy : : HH 
make fure VVor 
felf, for fe ar it 
elfe. But if ¢ 
veyor 1S pofitive, ch a 
lier ae extrea mly mistaken... This is mantully 
aut, TeonfefS ; but 'mafraid ‘twon’t do: Bor 
if fully fhould be rmifta wit : 
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unlikely, it g i 

the Reafonine , but the Anthority of Sadly 
which is now € n-queftion. Then as tor my 
felf, l can’t be azz/fahker, untelS the Citation 

is falfe 6, which he does not’ fo nioeh as offer 
todifprove. He objects farther, That Plan- quia 
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Firft; That what I affirm’d of the Modefty 
of Terence, was in reference to his Language, 
not to his Matter or Argument, which is 
fometimes exceptionable enough to draw the 
Cenfure of Tully upon him. Then as to ” 
Plautus,1 introduced him with a Mark of Dit 
like, and only commended him upon the 
Parallel with the Englifh Stage. Now where's 
the Contradiation of all this > May not Mea 
be very much to blame, without being the 
worft “of their Kind? Here’s room enough 
then for Cicero’s Reprimand of Plautus and 
Terence, without doing the View the leat dif 
fervice, But, 

Secondly, Plantus and Terence are not “the 
only Poets from whore we can take any meafure 
of the Roman Comedy about Cicero's time: For 
in this very ot Tully cites feveral Vertes 
from Trabea and Cezerlins; and blames thefe 
Comick Poets for ma acnity ring Love-Adven- 
tures, making Cupid a Gad, and flourifhing 
too much upon the Satisfactions of Senfe; 
tho’ nothit tag of this was done with the Mo, 
dern Grofh nets. This Paflage being-in the 
{ame Place Ww id h that quoted by the ‘Sur ‘eyor, 
he muft needs fee it: From whence the Rea- 


C 


der may obferve how nicely he Keeps up to 


hisufual Exaén nef{s. Farther, Lally does not on- 
ly complain of Comedy, but of Tragedies too. 
He, blames them for-reprefentin ¢ their Here’s 
surdationt Hid Misfortune 3. | fitch Tp aftances of 
Weakpels a ii po lure were > in’ his Opi- 
Aon, of Liat 13 Excauple > Sathak let but the 
Ct ae 
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| Stage (fays he) firzke iz with the Prejudic es of 


| Education , and this is enough to baffle the Force 
of Virtues and cut the very Sinews of Forti- 
| tude. 4 

The Surveyor, at the Head of his Remarks 
upon this Teftimony, brightens his Air, and 


| would feem to look kindly upon Modefty : 


| 


? 





But this Smile, tho’ unufual, appears angry 
| apd. difturb’d. He fuppofes no one will de- 


| fend licentious Plays s but if fome warm-headed 


|) Enthupaftick Zealot. pretends to find fone Paf- 


| fages really guslty, they are willing to give then 


up. This is the only Paflage in his Book, as 
I remember, in which he drops. the leaft 


Word againit Lewdnefs: But then he touches * Ibid. 


the Point very tenderly, clogs the Cenlure 
With a great many kind Provifo’s, * and fs 
ftrangely out of Humour with thofe Enthu- 
fe appick Zedots that make any Difcovery. 


Surv,"p, 3 


And to make all fure, he lays in for Conste={bid. 


nance and Exconragenent to the prevailing Me- 
vit of the main Part of the Performance. For 
Example, if an Apothecary mixes up Poifon 
with a Receipt, yet if ic does not weigh as 

much in the Scale as the reft of the Ingre- 
dients, all is well enough, and the pr evailing 
Merit of the Dofe, tho’ it rnurthers the Patient, 
OU ght to be excour ag ps 


ivy $$ Authority COMMAS 4 after Lully, and | 
Aan be confidered. This E Fuidence, Lays the supa, 1 


Surveyors, comes vot near our Cafe, were.the 
Credit on’t unexceptionable. His Reafon is 


becaule Livy fpeaks of Stage Reprefent ations iz 


+ gene- 
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c 
x 








ae) 
general, but the Drama was not known among /t 
the Romans at this time when the Ludi Scenici, 
were invented. Ve try to make an Argument} 
like this. For Inftance : The City built up=) 
on Seven Hills, and upon the Tyber, was by 
no means Rome in the time of Targuinins 
Prifeus,; Why fo? Why, becaufe tho “it 
icood upon the fame Ground, it was not near 
fo big as ‘twas afterwards in the Reign of 
Auguftus. But for all this fine Reafoning, 
effe and bene effe are Notions of the fame Subject. 
‘Tis true, things are not always’perfected at 
their firft Invention but I thought the Fie 
nifhing and Improvement they might after- 
wards receive, would not alter them in their 
Name and Nature. And as to the Bufinefs 
in hand, I have already fhewn, that Comedy. 
and Dancing, and all the Diverfions of the 
Stage, were perform’d together at firft: And 
that the Drama and the Ludi fcenici were the 
fame, I fhall take for granted at prefent, and 
afterwards prove it by the Swrveyor’s Autho- 
rity, and by St. Auguftine’s too, who men- 
tioning the Original of Plays, explains him- 
felf exprefly in Comedy, and Tragedy. De 
Civit. Dez Lib. 2. cap. 8. His next Under- 
taking is to Quarrel with the Tianflation : To 
clear this the Hiftorian muft be cited. Now 
Livy giving an Account of the Original of 
Plays, afligns this Reafon for the Relation ; 


c ’ «e e e e * 
Lib.7, Ot appareat quam ab fano initio res in hane vir 





opulentis regnis toler abilem infaniaue venerit. He 
affirms the Original of Plays were commen- 
dable, 










Gee 


| dable, becaufe ne! were brought in upon 


‘the fcore of Religion; and to remove a 


Mortality. This being thus reported | by Liwy, 


| 1-Tranflated the Paflage above-mentioned as 
follows; That the Motives are fometimes good 


saat ) 


| when the Means are flark naught. And where’s 
the Miftake of this rendring> Don’t the 
| Words of the Author, and the Cc snfequence 


| of the Practice, plainly juftifie the Confirm 





ction >? Nay, his. own Interpreta it makes 
his Objection unreafonable.. For he Tran- 


flates Vix tolerabilem infaniam, ore. Ain exe~ Sur erty 4S, 


ceffive extravagance which fearce the We catbebiefe *° 
Nation can bear. ‘Now if the Profir ufion at thee 
Shews were ready to break the Back of ihe 

Roman Empire, had not I reafon for’ faving 
in the Verfion, That the Means mere | frit 
naught, and the Reme: dy morfe than the Dy jal 2 


But this puts me in mind of another (Dife- 


rence to be adjufted. The Sur veyor COE afta, 


That Livy in this place does xot condennithe ta~ 
morality, but the Luxury, and Pro rofipion at ee 
Shews. The Luxury cf thefe Diverfions, af 
it mutt be call’d fo, 1 fuppofe contrfis ‘im @ 

ver-pleafing a Vitious Palate ; But let thas 
pafs. The Surveyor {upports his Conjadbure 
from the Citations adding, That this fi- 
nia, or Diforder, was greater than the Wedhikeit 





Nations * could all bear. Now fays the Saag ji,» 


Wealthy People have as rch need of Moral ys 


as the Rack Nodoubton’t : ; and are iim MMONe 
danger Coo of mifcarr vying ae that Miautt ; 


Talia 


For, as my Advertar Vy has . bfe TV Cd “a. aR i= 
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Ssrvy,P-12- tion is too apt to grow Wealthy, and Wanton 


* Tilama. 


together: This made Salut complain, That 
the Riches of the Roman Empire occafioned the 
Decay of Difcipline, and the Diffolution of 
Manners, Without Care, People’s Virtue, I 
mean tei Sobriety, is apt to fink with the 
Rife of their Fortunes ; Their Appetites for 
Liberty « are more awaken‘d by Opportunity 
and Temptation: They have more Money 
to purchafe their Pleafures, and more Leifure 
to. enjoy them. And befides, fuch Circum- 
fiances are farther within the danger of Flat- 
tery, and il Example; “Iis no wonder 
therefore to hear Livy affirm, That a Govern- 
ment almoft overgrown with Wealth and 
Power, fhould be in greater danger of Play- 
houfe Infection; then when they were Poor, 
and more flenderly eftablith’d : Forthen their 
Neceflities were fome Security ; They could 
not go to the Expence of; Vice, nor had fo 
much time to be Debauch’ d. 
‘ Secondly, That Livy by this Diffraction, 

* meant Licentioufnels, will appear by. his 
Cenfure of the Stage 1 in another place, which 
we fhall come to by and by. 

The  Swrzeyor rages mightily about my 
Miftranflating the following part of the Tefti- 


Gum piacah- ‘ONY, which runs thus: The Remedy ix this 
facta, ise * cafe “5 biedig ti ait the Difeafe, and the Atone- 
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went more mifettious. than the Plague, nape 
cenfeis my Edition miflead me, which, 

I reme mber, for I have loft the Book) me 
anfivercut,, inttead. of afficerent, tho 1 mutt 
own 
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own this latter Reading appears the beft. 
But notwithf{tanding this accident the Sur- 
weyor fhall be no lofer, for Livy thall make 
it up to himanother way. And not to deter 
his: Satisfaction, this Hiftorian informs 1S, 
That when a I heatre was building by the Cenfars QRuxm locatum 
Direéttion, Scipio Nafica spoke againf it i the *, se lay yay 
Houfe, a « Ofelefs and Debanet hing “Excperiz trueretur, ps. 
ment, and got an Act for the pulling iE down. Gornslio Naf 
Here Livy not only pulls down the Play- quem x ily 
‘sie but gives fuch a Reafon for the doing o> tie sn 
~ that one would think fhould have kept it... + soars 
in Rubbith ever after. And if he queftions co ontulto deffr i 
the Authority of Livy's Epitome, Sigonius, not ioc i 
to mention Voffews, may fatisfic him; who Bae aa 
delivers his Opinion in thefe Words ; Nam 
five a Livio, frve a Floro, feve ab alo ib “feripte 
funt, (hac enin omnia ny raduntur’) ad Romanas 
certe res illuftrandss accommodatilfine funt, pre- 
fertim vero ubi Liviana Fiiftoria Senidih Lua iv 
parte Livianan apid quemque obtinere debent 
anttoritatem.  Sigon. Schol. p. 6. 
We muft now proceed to the Teftimony 
of Valerivs Maximus; And here the Sur- 
veyor will make fufficient Amends for being 
fomewhat in the Right before. This Te: sad Theatr 
ftimony he affirms “relates o the Arena, grad: rib 


and concerns none: but the Giaaze mon 
7 igi Cle 

Cafitarit And then very. liberally again v ili. uine 

quotes his own Confutation in the Mars: wicorwn 


poset: vio 
vUS busses 


gin: * In earneft docs this Critick not un-, porter pies 

derftand the difference between Theatres, and rut. Valer. 

Auspbitheatres, ‘ana that the firft were for! a gates i ih 
f P ‘lay $5 p47. 
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Plays, and the Jatter for Pricer? “A fittle: 
School-Learning would have fet him righr in| 
this Matter, and likewife preventéd the 
Misfortune of making Sceniea portenta fignifie 
Gladiators ; which I think has more of pros) 
digy in the Tranflation, than in the Ety- 
mology and Story. And now I fuppofe it. 
may be pretty plain, that either the Sure 
weyor does not underftand Latiz, or is not 
fit to be trufted with it. - Farther, the Sisr— 
veyor’s Miftakes are the more nnpardonable, 
beeaufe Valerivs Maximus fpends almott this | 
whole Chapter in defcribing the Rife and 
Progrefs of Plays, the Buildings and De+ 
corations of the Theatre, together with the 
Checks they received from the Government. 
He tells us in the very fecond Paragraph, | 
gueftiie.niea. Eat thefe Play-honfes were beens by Meflalla, 
wen)) incliontan Days: fiop'a by Scipio Nafica, whe fold all thegr- : 
ee Materials by the Common Cryer. And shat the 
Mix..p.156.. Senate made a Law, that there fhould be no Seats 
Ri. Wanton: gy» Benches for the Audtence.to fee Plays Gt with | 
wn a Mile of the Town. This Paflage is ex- | 
drupe deci, Prelly cited by St. Auguftine, and hinted 
Dui Lik..».cap. by Tertullian, to thew how much the Play- 
33; Tatu” houfe was difcouraged by the Reusaz Ma- 
Speck CAP. PQs, ° 
At Bheainali giitracy. | 
Heentinproxi- As to the Animofe acier which he would | 
cebto, oreniu ite wrelt to the Prizes in fpight both of 
sxmrempit. the Latin and Hiftory. of his Author; they 
anni mon 7m? ave ta be underftood of the Quarrels anc 
‘Pacir. Annal.Bloodfhed which were not very uncom- | 
Alb. 1. cap.77. mom at the Plep-honfe, as Facitys informs ns. 
Bevoes 
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For at one’ Riot, which was not the firft, there 

were jfeveral Burghers, Soldiers, a Captain, ané 

4 Colonel of the Guards killed in the Fray. Now, 

1 hope, this Company may have more Rowe, 

Blood * in their Veins, and may better ttand ,.."" © 
for the State in the Tranflation, tham his sweeor,p4e. 
Rabble of Gladiators, who were generally 
Slaves and Malefactors. To return to Ja 
citws, This Tunult, as he goes on, was bronght spun 


before the Senate, where the AGors had Tike to Gitiune apad 
have come under a wery Lg MOMINLOUS Dz Cipline 2 DRM tit cbdtm 
jal ‘2 gy ie! taongyrese moat 
Tz fhort, the Playhoule had fome Regulatsoms cia we Piaro- 
put upon it, and the Diforders of the Audience roribus jus 
. ee 2 4 -. i « Tawny F 
were pumifhed with no lefs than DBanifhment. Eilksiones of 
This happened in the Reign of Izberias;, Now ts, S«. wid. 
the Theatre continuing ftill out of order, aed 227% #%™, 
; ee ihe i ¢ . CD JBPO Che thm 
Jonze of the Magi feracy having often complained Of xs Practerwm 
zt to no purpose, at laft the Experor himfelf moved rf bes, po. 
ia the Houle, that the Lewdnefs and kuots of Mere ies: 
thefe Diverfions might be effectually fuppreffea Reviemon vets. 
Upon which -the Players were banifhed out ef “Ot 
‘) J JI f iit horas bt {lide 
Italy. 4 a akg 9%. rane haa, 
There is part of Valerius Maximus his Te- Annai. Lib, 4. 
ftimony behind, in which, asi obferved ia“ “+ 
the View, he concludes the Confequences of Piays 
intolerable, and that the Maflilienfes did wei w2 Piew, p. 236, 
clearing the Country of them. Here the Surveyor 
flies to his old DiftinG@ion between the Mims 
and the Drama, which having difabled al- 
ready, 1 might reafonably call a new Caules 
but to give him farther fatisfaction, I fhall 
prove, that the Stage is here meant in all its 


Latitude and variety of Diverfion. 
Then 


Buen he 
Ee OR. £8) hs 














* Prifci moris, 
obfervantia. 
Val. Max. 
Ls 2. cap. 6. 


Liliws Gyrald, 
de poet. Hift. 
Dial. 6. 


* Pid. supra. 
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1. Then Valerius Maximus ia the beginuing of 
the Paragraph, conmends the Republick of Mar- 
feilles for the Sobriety of their Difcipline, and 
keeping up to their ancient Cuffoms*. Now we 
are to obferve, that the Maffilienfés were a 
Colony of the Phocenfés in Joma, who not 
being willing to fubmit to the Perfan Go- 
vernment, quitted that Country, and fettled 
in Gazl. Now this Removal was in the 
Reign of Cyrus, in the very Infancy of the 
Stage, when there was nothing but fome 
rude beginnings of Tragedy at Athens ; Be- 
fides, the Ma/filiezfes came from Phocis, where 
neither Ariffotle or Lilins Gyraldus mention 
any thing of the fettling or Invention of 
the Drama: By confequence, if the Maffr- 
lienfes were fo tenacious of their Original 
Cuftoms, they could have no fuch thing as 
Tragedy and Comedy among them; Thefe 
Entertainments being, as far as it appears, 
potterior to the ferming of their Common- 
wealth. This will appear farther, if we con- 
fider, that, as Suetonius obferves, the Bufi- 
nefs of the Minicks was Originally part of 


Comedy”; fo that let us fappofe, which we 


can’t grant, that the Drawa was as ancient 
as the Government of the Ma(filienfes, and 
in ufe among them, yet we can’t with any 


‘colour fuppofe, that the Mimi were difting 


from Comedy at that time of day ; fo that if 
the Maffilienfes were fach Admirers of the 

firft Plan of their Government, and ftood. 
off {9 nicely from all Innovation, they muft 
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exclude the Drama as well as the Miwz, o- 
therwife the Form of their Stage would be 
changed, and their Cuftoms receive an alte- 
ration. 

2. The Reafon Valerius Maximus gives, Nulum adi- 
why the Inhabitants of Marfeilles refufed to 40” ” Sem 


s 


admit this Entertainment, * agrees verye. 
well with the Drawa, lt was becanfe the Sub- Quorum argu 
jek and Grofs of thefe Diverfions was woftly oe sah ae 
Tntriene and Debauchery : Thefe Circumstances prorim conti- 
the Government were afraid might grow infelti-™n a1, re 
ous, and fpread from Fiction into Prattice. aul oo 
Now this is exactly the Defeription which tiam imitandé 
Tully gives of Comedy, which (Lays he) were winds a 
it not for Anours and Lewduefs, pouldibavewe 
Matter to proceed upon® . * Tufe. Queft. 
3. The introductive Clanfe which - leads this his 
to this Difcountenance, points it clearly on 
the Drava. The Maffilienfes (lays the Au- 
thor) were extreamly firié and feverein their, 
ates ° 3 + Ea@ ¢tvitas 
Government and Adminiftration *. NOW DY fiwveritasis cu. 
the Surveyors Account of the Mimes and fos acccrrims 
Pantomimes, this could never be meant of J, 
them. For they, fays he, Danced Naked, Seirus Mg 
and were in their Geftures foul to the laft 
Degree of Scandal. I would gladly know, 
what Inftance of Severity it could be to 
deny Admiflion to fucly Monfters as thete ? 
Is it indeed an Argument of extraordinary 
Rigour not to allow the grofleft Liberties, 
and which had often been marked and pu- 
nifhed at Rome? A Government can’t be 
{aid to be remarkably Rigid, unlets they: tie 
wP 
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wp their Subjects to particular Reftraints, and) 
bay them the Freedoms commonly pradifed 
elfewhere. The Ma(filienfés therefore having 
this Character of Severity, it muft be be- 
caufe they would not admit of the more 
imoffenfive Performances of the Stage; be- 
caufe they refufed the Diverfions of Comedy 
and Tragedy, which were then generally 
permitted in the Roman Empire. 

4. Minus, the Word which the Surdeyor 
cavils upon, is by other good Authors taken 
for a Play, in the fence of the Drama, as 
this Gentleman loves to f{peak. Thus the 

Haque Come. Learned Thyfxs upon the place underftands 
ein it. The Maffilienfes, (fays he) cleared their 
LudesRepublica Country of Comedy, and all forts of Stage- 
faa qecrmt’s Plays. ‘This they did becaufe they looked 
(OSPR upon them as the Nurferies of Lewdnefs. 
wie matrom And Suetonius tells us, That Augufius being 
firen, &, at the point of Death, ask’d fome of his 
Tiyfius in Loc. Friends, Ecquid iis videretur mimum vite com- 
Suet. im mode tranfegiffe. Now 1 would ask the Sywr- 
Angeh veyor what he thinks of this Matter > Did 
the Emperor enquire whether he had been a 
good Partomime in his Life ? Whether he 
had acted like a finith’d Debauchee, and been 
Lewd without Shame or Meafure> Did Aw 
guftus aftect fuch a Charaéter as this, or think 
his Memory would be obliged by it > Such 
a Suppofition would be a Libel upon Nero, 
who when he came to dye had the Juftice to 
e difpleafed with his own Lewdnefs. 


The 
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The meaning therefore of this Ouettion 

of Auguflus mutt be, Whether he had be- 

haved himfelf well in his Station, and atted | e 

his Part handfomly, as a good ’ Player does iF 

upon the Stage ; From whence it will follow W 

that Mirus mutt be taken fora Play in its 

nfual fignification. But ‘tis time to difmifS 

Valerius Maxinms, and pafs on to Seneca, who %#"¥9",p:54. 

it feems hus but little to fay to the Matter. He 

fhould have faid, he has but little to fay to 

Seneca However, let the View, Gc. decide View, Ge. ps 

that Queftion. Well ! if Seneca fays but 73° 

little, he is refolved to fortifie his Teftimo- 

ny, and help him out. For he frankly con- 

feffes, That the Roman youth were generally cor- 

rupted by the Countenance which Nero gave to 

the Stage, and to all thofe Arts which gratified 

and indulged the Senfes, and that this Philofo-Se vom & 

pher's Complaint was not nnreaforable. Truly ag, 

think fo too, or elfe I had never cited him. 

In this place the Swrveyor is f{omewhat kinder 

than ordinary, for here he not only quotes, 

*but argues for me too, and gives me bowl" 840 vu 

Text and Margin to thake my bett Of. y. An gi de is 

Knack of Writing and Recanting at the fame quam in aliquo 

time, is a good fubtle Expedient : : For af! pe o 

ever he thould be queftioned for publifhing Lah a Se 

Book to Debauch the Nation, he can make vitie Preilin 

fubftantial Proof he has confuted himtelf, ave oe 

that it’s to be hoped may ftop the Profecu- Seid Boe 

tion. J muft confefs I like an Author that 

knocks his own Mifchief on the Head, and 

like the Scorpion is both Poyfon and Antt- 
| D dote. 


: 
: 
: 
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dote. But the Surveyor objects, -That  Sene- 


* speaculun, cag Charge againft the Shews * is general. 


Pris? 


View, p.236. 





Why then they are all. comprehended : 
Then he. may be, fure the moft remarkable 
Shews, fuch as the Stage, are concerned in the 
Caution ; efpecially ince the Author has elfe- 
where expres es{ly declaim’d againft it. Well! 
I perceive all this Skirmifhing has nothing 
but feint and falfe Alarm, but now he is re~ 
{oived to come to-the Affaultin good earneft, 
and enter upon the Breach of the Quotation, 
for there, if you will believe him, I have wade 
a fhift to ‘freal i in Two Falfifications. Now to.try 
this Coat e, and difcover the foul Play, we mutt 
read the Deed in the Court. The Original runs 
thus. Tic enine per voluptatem vitia facilius furre- 
ass Abe Tranflation thus: Lor thereVice makes 
an infenfible approach, and fleals upon us inthe Dif- 


6. gilife of Pleafure. * Add. where is the harm 


of all this? Harm! W hy I have corrupted 
one of the Eight Parts of Speech, and fuborn’d 
the Adverb Tune to give in falfe Evidence, by 
Tranflating it here, inftead of Then. Nay, 
that’s intolerable !.For Seneca, you muft ob- 
ferve, had nothing to fay againtt the Shews, 
and phe Play-houfe, the Diverlion or the Com- 
pany !|. The Then, the Circumftance of Time 
was the Bugbear; All the infeCion lay in 

the Clock, or the Sun-Dial : For People may 
te é what Shews, and go to what Place they 
pleafe, and be fafe enough, provided they 
do it at no Times This as exactly the Sur- 
veyors Reafoning ; and thus he proves the 
In- 
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Indictment. The next Falffication is my 
rendving the words, Per Voluptatem, in the 
itquife of fOlea{ures For all that, if he 
renders them otherwife, I’m fatisfied he’l.do 
it worfe. Indeed I think thefe Objections 
are not made iz the Difeuife of Sence. . Fo 
conclude, if I was fo unfair as to fieal ix Tivo 
falfifications, I had, it feems the Difcretion 
to {teal them out again; for ’tis plain, there’s 
none of them to be found at prefent. 

Tacitus and Plutarch appear next, and are 
given up by him. But then he is never at 
a lofs, for when he can’t Reafon he can 
Rail, and fo the Book goes on*as well as 
ever. 

I produced Ovid and Mr. Wycherley to thew 
that the Audience at the Play-houfe was dan- 
gerous, as well as the Entertainment: A- 
gainit this the Surveyor infinuates, That if no- 
thing but Solitude and Retirement will fe- 
cure us, we muft not go to Church; for 
there is mixt Company, and bad Defigns 
too fometimes. Under favour, this does not 
follow. To go toChurchis our Duty: Now 
a Man’s Bufinefs, and efpecially when Reli- 
sious, is his Guard: And God will Ict no 
Body mifcarry for their Obedience. Befides, 
the Quality of the Employment, the Solem- 
nity of the Place, and the Majefty of the 
Prefence, is apt to furnifh good Thoughts, 
and check thofe which are otherwife. 

But at the Play-honfe the’Cafe is quite.dif- 
ferent : This is a Place where Thinking is 
Due out 





Surveyor, P.5 3 
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out of Doors, and Serionfnels Impertinent. 

Here our Reafon is apt to be furprizd, and 

our Caution difarm’d; Here Vice ftandsapon 
Prefcription, and Lewdnefs claims Privilege 

to Solicit. Nay, the very Parade, the Gaiety, 

and Pleafure of the Company, is not with- 

out its danger: Thefe Circumiftances height- 

ned with Lufcious Dialogue, lively Action, 

and airy Mufick, are very likely to make an 
unferviceable Impreffion. And thus we fee 
our flanding is but flippery, and the Tide 
runs high again{ft Fie/h and Blood: And as 

for the Protection of Heaven to bring us off, 
‘tis Prelumption to expect it. If we will fit 
in the Seat of the Scorzfull, and make Wick- 
ednefs our Diverfion, Providence we may be 

fure wll withdraw, and leave us to the Go- 
vernment of another Influence. sa hee | 
To do the Surucyer Right, he is femewhat 
of my Opinion in this Matter. He mov’t. de- 
ny but a promifcuous conjlux of People of all 

survey,p. 55, Ages, Sexes, and Conditions, will ake the bu- 
56, finefs of Intrigue go formard, and facilitate Ey- 
terprizes of this Nature. - But he is afraid, if 
a Kefirait were laid upon People, and they 
Wid: were kept out of Harms way, it would be 
worfe with them: And for the truth: of this 
Conjecture, he appeals to the Experiment of 

fialy, and Spaiz ; where he obferves there is 
a great deal of Care, and yet.a greatdeal of 
Mifcarriage. It may be fo; but if they are 

bad under Caution, ’tis to be feared Liberty 

Would never mend. them. His reafoning about 
the 
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the Ivdgination being vitsated (p. §6..) for 
- want of Freedom is very flendér, for Oppor- 
tunity makes a Thief; The Temptation rifes 
upon fight, for Sence is ftronger than Meé- 
mory, and Life, than Painting. If the 
* ftreneth of the Stream forces the Bank ta 
give way, the making the Breach wider, is 
not, I fuppofe, the proper Method to ftop 
the Torrent. He had beft perfwade the 
Duties to pull up their Dikes and their Dams ; 
becanfe in feveral Countreys where the Sea 
is lef to. its Courfe, it does no manner of 
damace. I confefs I never heard that the 
Sparnicrds and Italians were all Fools till now: 
But it feems fo tis with them: For they are 
‘till perfect Strangers to themfelves, and know 
fothing of the Temper of their People, after 
fo many Ages for Information. But of all 
Men, the Swrveyor fhould not have been fe- 





vere upon the Refervednefs of the Spawiards, surveyor,p.35- 


becaufe he had allowed it in the Perfians be- 
fore: His Reafon was, becaufe the Heat of 
the Climate, and the Warmth of their Conftitutz- 
ons, hurried then very precipitioufly (as he Phrafes 
it) into Irregularities. Now Spain is as hot as 
Perfia; Why then all this Partiality > That 
that’s Sawce-for 2 Goole is Sawce for a 
Gander. Why muft the Poor Spaniard be 
maul’d for his Caution; and for preventing 
hisFamily from being burried very precapztionfly 
gnto Irregularities ¢ 


AE. But 
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But after all, the Caffres and Soldanians,the 
Monfters of Africk both in Figure and Folly, 
and which, (as to -fome of ther) whether 
Men or Munkeys, has been difputed.. Thefe 
fi.guinotial Sages are much WVifer, it feems, 
in the. Guard of Virtue, than the Spaniards 
and Italians ! For in many placesunder the Line, 
where the People go couftantly naked, the familia- 
rity of the Objects takes away all Wantonnefs of 


Suryeyor,p.56. Tuagination, which the artificial . difficulties of 





fome Countreys promote. Say you fo, muft 
Spain and Italy be reformed by Africk, and 
brought up to the Standard of the Lize 2 
Mutt People go waked to fecure their Modefty 2 
Thefe are wonderful Difcoveries, and one 
would almoft conclude by the drift of them, 
that the Man had a fancy to turn either 
Adamite or Pantomime. Thele Artificial Dif 
ficulties of Cloaths fpoil all: They diflérve 
the Intereft of Virtue, and are an Impolitick 
Contrivance. This fine Phrafe puts me in 
mind of his Quareling a Sentence of mine 
for want, as he pretends, of Syntax and 
Grammar: And therefore upon this occafion 
I muit tell him, That if the: Charge was true, 
Sence without Grammar, is fomewhat better 
then Grammar without Sencé. \ | 4 
' Ovid, by the Surveyor’s Confeffion, pleads. 
guilty, and owns not only the: Opportunity, but 
the Bufinefs of ihe. Place promotes Lewduefs. 
But then he fences againft the Teftimony 
with his ufual evafion, and turns it all upon 
the Keprefentation of the Mimi: but the next 
EE 
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Verfe to that, in his Margi, will be Mfficient 
to beat him off his Guard. 


Ot tamen hoc fatear, Liudiqu oque femin: t pr ehemkt De Tif 


Nequitie tolli tota Theatra abe’ 7 


Thus Ovid we fee is for quite Levelling the 
Enemies Works: He is for pulling down all 
the Play-houfes, and not leaving fo much 
as a Corner of them ftanding for ‘Comedy and 
Tragedy. This Line of the Poet had too much 
Light to be look’d on, and therefore the Sw. 
veyor was refolved to wink hard, and get. 
over it. There is another Verfe likewife in 
the Citation ; which one would have thought 


Fiew, 


might have’ put him befide the fancy of his ene: 


Mimi ; and ’tis this, 
Quid caveat Ador, quid juvet arte docet. 


This Pevtameter refers much more to Dia 
logue than Dancing, to the Methodsof Court- 
fhip, and the Myfteries of Intrigue, which 
are generally the Subject of Comedy. 

And now the Surveyor thinks fit to make 2_ 
Halt, and feems extreamly fatisfied with his 


ie 4 


performance : =I have, fays he, at length runp, 57; 


through all his private Authorities againft the 
Stage. Run through them! Yes, likea “Bowl 
that gets nothing ; or if you pleafe, like a. 
Souldier that runs the Gauntlet. Indeed this 
Author’s Method-is fo very peculiar, he does” 
fo often-fall foul upon his own Book, quote 


D 4 away 


Kew, p. 240, 


Survey, p. 58, 


£9. 
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dunes, BP, 81. 


tiles Girald, 
fe poet. Hi ft. 
Bisl 7.p.780 
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away his Argument, and mortifie himfelf, 
that one would almoft fancy he wrote for a 
Pennance. 

We are now coming up to the Cenfures 
of the State; Upon this Head I began with 
the Athenians, and obferv’d, that this Repub- 
lick wade a Law, that uo Fudge of the Areo- 
pagus fhould write a Comedy. Were the Sur- 
weyor 1s furpriz'd to find the Athenians produced 
againft the Drama, of mbich they were the great- 
efe Excouragers. As great Encouragers as they 
were, their forbidding the Judges writing 
Comedy, proves they look’d upon’t as the 
moft unreputable part of Poetry. Now this 
was enough for my purpofe, Nay, after a 
httle ftragsling the Swrveyer comes forward 
to a Compliance. He grants writing Come- 
dy was likely to engage the Author iz Quare 
rels and Partialities, and was alfo az lndignity 
io the Office of a Fudge. And is not. all this 
a fign, that there was fomething untoward 
and unreputable in the performance > His. 
objecting, that Ariftophanes had the better of 
Svcrates, is no Argument of the fianding In- 
tereft of Comedy: For ‘tis pretty plain So- 
créles wag oppreisd by a Fa@ion, and exe- 
uted in a Hurry: For foon after, the. Go- 
vernment repented, his Memory was ho- 


.ore) 


4& 


nourd, and his Profecutor Melitys Ston'd to 
Death, 
furprig'd. 


hi fe 


2) 


But after. all, the Surveyor's. being 
tis no tuch News to find the 
difccuntenanc’d at Ashews: For he 


frankly 


bre 
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frankly affirms, there was once a total fup- 
preflion of it, an abdication, as he calls it, of Suruy,p. 6t- 
Tragedy and Comedy : However I’m willing 
to grant him the Athemans were none of the 
wort Friesdsto the Stages Itoldhim as much: view, p. 240. 
But alafs, they paid for their fancy at laft ; 
for the Expence of this Diverfion, their Saunt- 
ring at the Playhoufe, and nunding Poets more 
than Field Officers, was, as Jottin obferves, gupin, 2:0. 6. 
the Ruine of their Goneranien s\‘Flas Prodiea- fiub. fen, 
|. Lity and Sloth made way for Slavery: Aud Philip 
of Macedon, a little obfcure Prince, grew Mafter 
of the Liberties of Greece. 
From Athens we muft Travel to Sparta, 
where I obferved the Stage was not allow'd un- view, p. 249. 
dev any Form or Regulation, Here the Swrveyor 
grows angry, becanfe 1 gave the Lacedemo- 
nians a sood Word, and after having faid 
they were @ fomewhat of my Kidney, falls 4 rail- survg,p 64 
ing unmercifully upon them, and calls them 
Cynical, Proud, and what not: VVell! Thefe 
Cynicks, and he together, put me in mind of 
old Diogenes, who trampled on Plato’s Pride 
with a greater of hisown. I confefs the Sur- 
Veyor s Satyr has fo much of the Ruf and 
Roughnefs ‘he declaims againft, that, I’m a- 
fra ‘id, he’} appear much more untied (as he 
has it) than the Lacedemoman Laws. But, by 
this Gentleman’s favour, I was: far from 6- 
ver-fHourifhing upon the Spartan’s Charatte 
as. appears fufficiently from Plutarch, to men- 
tion AO other Author. ‘This great Man 
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Ca a 
“commends them. for their Courage, their: 
* Difcipline, and their Sence ; declares, that 
“ he could not perceive any fign of Injuftice - 

Plat.in Lyewrg.“ in their Conftitution : He calls them a Na- 
Laem. Infitut. © tion of Philofophers, and takes notice that 
* the’ Neighbouring States and Colonies of 

* Greece look’d on the City of Sparta as a per- 
* fect Model of good Manners, and Wife Go-, 

_. .° vernment. Togoons the Surveyor finds fault 

Serve, p. 65. becaufe I did not affign the reafon of the Spar- 
tans Averfion to the Stage. To this I muft an- 
{wer, I had no mind to tire the Reader with: 
unneceflary Talk... Who would imagine, but 

that fo Wife a Government as the Spartans, 

«had a good Reafon for their diflike>? How-’ 
ever he muft garnith his Margin, and have 
the Reafon out, tho it makes againft him. 

Ur neque joo. Here ‘tis then : The Lacedemonians allowed 
nae ee neit her Tragedy nor Comedy, that they might not 
conivadicerent hear any thing contradifory to their Laws. No: 
fan haem. They had no Palate for the Rapes and Adul- 
ae teries, and Buffoning Liberties of the Stace, 
Siri. 65. ‘ g Liberties of the Stage, 
They would not fuffer the Sobriety of their’ 
Difcipline, and the Gravity of their Confti- 

tution, to be affronted fo much as in jeft. 

Yes, the Surveyor grants they mere afraid the 

Luxury of the Drama, as ‘twas praitifed at A- 
Swuty,p-67, thens, might foften their Youth, and enervate 
a their Minds : And now had not I great rea- 
fon to be afraid of inferting the Citation at’ 

length ? But the Lacedenonians were only con- 
cern’ d 
































cern d to preferue the Martial Spirit of their People, 804, P: 67. 
How does that anpear ? Were the Lacecdemo- 
nians only for one good Quality ? Had they 
no concern for the V ertues of, Peace, and the 
Securities of good Correfpondenice among 
themfelves?. That's {tr ange! Plutarchcallstheni 
a Nation of Philofophers, and: makes «them 
{triét. Obfervers-of Regularity: in general. 
But for the Surveyor’ s fake; let us fappofetheny 
Ambitious only of Military Glory > Even’ this !bid. 
Point could not be gained without Sobriety 
For, if we obferve;: we thalf 
find the Perfians; Greeks, and Romans, ve: 
were always bett Soldiers, when they were 
Indeed they held their Empire, as 
it were of Virtue and Moral Philofophy. 
For when they came to Debauch, they grew 
quickly good for nothing ; and dwindled by 
degrees from Cowardife to Servitnde. Inf ig 
nificancy, to fpeak foftly; 1s the Natural 
Confequence of Lewdnefs. Dificlution de- 
{ftroys both the Will and the Power to be 
It makes Men impatient of Di- 
{cipline, Quarrelfom and Mutinous, and un- 
Fatigues of War. A Lewd 


of Manners. 


beft Men. 


Serviceable. 


able to bear the'E 
Soldier often fails in point of Corporal Force, 
is deferted even. by his Limbs, and has no: 
Conftitution to. be Brave, tho never fo wil- 

ling: I meanasto Campaigning, and a Courfe 
Thus -when the Stage is {uffered to 
Debauc cha Nation, and bring Vice into Cre- 


of War. 


(543°) 


o 


dit, 


Survey, P. 66. 
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dit, People will be in danger of having tore 
Confiderice than Courage. This is the way 
to foften a Martial Spirit, and deftroy the 
Principles of Honour. And thus Military 
Glory, and Civil Vertue, and every thing elfe 
that’s worth the owning, muft’ take their 
Leave in a. hort time. This Confequence 
was Wifely forefeen by the Lacedemonians, 
and guarded againft accordingly, 

The Surveyor rallies once more, and télls 
us, That Plutarch fays indeed, that the Spar- 
tans did not admit Comedy nor Tragedy, but fays 
not a fyllable of Forms, and Regulations. This 
is wonderful Civil ! If he grows thns good 
Natured, I muft Difpute with him no longer. 
I befeech him, What does he think I argued 
againlt in the View, was it not again{t the 
Liberties of Tragedy and Comedy ? If he 
fancies I wrote again{t Puachianelo, or the 
Water-works, he is much mi taken. If the 
Lacedemonians vefufed to admit Tragedy, or 
Comedy upon any Condition, they refufed to 
admit them under any Form. To go farther 
with him , His old Starting Hole is ftopt, for 
he can't fo much as pretend, that the Mini 
would pafs the Teft, where the Draws was 
thus difcouraged. But I am almoft to blame 
for taking notice of thefe Objections, | 
We muft now take a Turn in Italy. From 
hence 
treated the 
Stage 


Se ) 
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Stage under all its Latitude and Diftinions.. 

The Authority is no lefs than Tully's, in his 

Trak de Republica, cited by St. Auguftine with 
Approbation. ~* To this Teftimony the Sir * Rowan, out 
veyor returns a furprizing Anfwer. Stwce Tully (2% Coie a 
does not appear in his own Perfon, we fhall wot quitur, cum are 
(fays he) fpend any time or Ammunition upon Lidiram 
him *. Well! Tho his Refolution is right, torn proire 
his Reafon is wrong. For, What tho Tilly’s d:ccren, genas 
Books De Republica, are loft, they were ex- sds cabal. 
tant in the time of St. Auguftine ? Is this Fa- civinn reliquoe 
ther’s Credit fo low, that he can’t be trufted’””” ah fed 
for a Citation > This Treatife of Tully was too snoveri nora 
well known at that time a day to be counter- #0 Cenforia 
feited ; fo that if St. Avguftine was unfair in fs ee a 
the Citation, he wanted both common Ho- civ. Dei Lib. 


nefty, and common Sence. And after all, [%;“?- 73: 


ai Vi2w, Pp. 240. 
cant perceive that Tully has here depofed* s “ath p-69. 


more againft the Play-houfe, than Livy did 

after him, who comes next to be Examined. 

This Author, to make /hort work of the Quo- 

tation, informs us, That the Commoz Players Liv. Dee. 1. 
were expelled their Tribe, and refufed to ferve in, 7 
Arms. ere the Surveyor makes a miferable 
Pother; Reafons backwards and forwards, 
and makes Might and Main for the old Cover 
ofthe Pastomimes: And thus by his running 
upon the File , and Doubling, we may per- 
ceive he is almoftfpent. In anfwer to what 

he offers, I fhall firft take notice of his Con- 
ceflions: He. grants, in the firft place, a 
tne 


p. 240s, 
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the Romans went on the fame Grounds with 
the Lacedemonians in difcouraging the Stage. 

Suro-p-7°,71- They were afraid their Military Virtue might 
fuffer by it: Now of this Suppofition I have 
made my Advantage already. 


Surv.p.71,74- — Secondly, He afirms, That the Practice of 
i the Stage ansong the Romans fell into the hands 
of Slaves: From whence one would imagine 

‘twas pretty plain that the Romans thought 

this Bufinefs was too coarfe for Perfons of 

higher Condition. Indeed his Reafon for 

this Cuftom is very pleafant: He fays this 

[bid. Profeffion was thrown up to the Slaves, upon the 
account of its being a polite Exercife , avd too re- 

fi'd a Diverfion for the reft of the Roman Youth. 

Now I would gladly know how it comes 

about, that Slaves are fo much better bred 

than their Matters, and Mob than Perfons of 

Quality ? Upon the Surveyor’s State of the 
Chronology, this was extreamly unlikely: 

For if this hapned before the Settlement of 

Sw p-73- the Drama, the time lies againft him ; for 
' then the Rowans had not conquer’d the Po- 

lite Countries, nor made any Inroads upon 

Afia or Greece. But let AGive be as Polite 

as the Surveyor pleafes, *tis plain the Rowsans 

P. 74. Jook’d upon it as unreputable, otherwife 
they would never have left it wholly ix the 

hands of Slaves and Mercenary Foreigners. 

Thefe Conceflions one would .think were 

frank 








(47) 
frank enough ; but we fhall have more of his 
Liberality by and by ; and in the mean 
time I fhall confider his Evafions. 

In the firft place he endeavours to avoid S#v. p.72,76. 
the Blow, by fencing with the Diftincion 
between the Ludz Scenict and the Drama; But 
‘this is meer Suppofition and chimerical Fancy, 
and directly overthrown by a Quotation of S#v. p.i22. 
his.own from St. Auguftine: Et hec funt Sce- 
nicorum. tolerabiliora ludorune , Comedia fcilicet De Civ. Dei, 
& Tragedia, &c. The Surveyor fhould take}: >. 
care to keep his Margin a little in Order; a 
bad Memory, and a bad Caufe, do very ill 
together. 

Secondly, He argues, That this Mark of In- 
famy fet upon the Histriones, can't properly ftick surv. p.73- 
upon the Adors of Tragedy and Comedy as fuch, 
that Law having been made long before the Drama 
mas brought to Rome.  Firft, with his Favour, 
this Mark of Difadvantage mutt evidently 
{tick upon the A@ors of Tragedy, ec. and 
_ that by his own Argument: for they, and su, p. 76. 
only they, as himfelfinforms us, were ca]l'd 
Fiiftriones. | Heis now got off the Pin of De- 
monftration, and falls down to Conjectures, 
and argues like any Alwanack: He fanhies ,,., 
therefore the Mime’s and Pantomime’s were aint 
atin this Law. To this I anfwer, That ha- 
ving prov d the Bufinefs. of the Mime’s, rc. vid. Supra. 
to be originally part of the Drama, by con- 
fequence if the Miwe’s were {truck at ey this 
AP, 


eo Pp: 74 7 


Seal. Poct; Lib. 
i. : ap) Io. 








a) 
Law, the Drama will be concern’d in thé 
Correction : For the Mine's being, as Sweto- 
wus tells us, originally part of Comedy, and 
Comedy, as Scaliger obferves, being prior 
to the Mime's, this Law being an early Pro- 
vifion, as the Surveyor confefies, could not 
be made before the Mime’s and the Drama 


were patted; from whence it will follow, 


Eo inflitutum 
onanet, &C. 


Ad Hi ftrionia 
bus pollui. 
Expertes artis 
Ludicre. 
Sary. Pp. 77. 





that the Drawa mutt be affected with the 
Cenfure. 

And as this Law was an early, fo ‘twas 
a lafting Check upon the Stage, being in 
force when Livy wrote , ag appears by the 
Words of the Citation : * And here the Hi- 
{torian {peaks in comprehenfive Phrafe, and 
excepting the Fabule Atellane, takes in the 
Play-houfe , with all its Appurtenances ; as 
appears not only from the Term Hijftriones, 
but from the other expreffion of Ars Endicra, 
which, by the Authority of the Gil Law, 
quoted by the Surveyor; includes all the De- 
nominations and Diftinétions of the Stage. 


And now having evidently proved the 
Dramatich Affors under the Difcouragement of 
the Rosan Conftitution, we need not ftand to 
the Courtefie of his Suppofition, for to that, 
after a little ftruggling, heis willing tocome, 
Nay, at laft he yields up the Suppofition for 
matter of Fat, and cites a Praetorian’ Edid, 
hinted by the View, in proof of it; and be- 
caufe 
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caufe I fuppofe he wont qu nt at 

Tranflation,it fhall ferve inftead of the 
Whoever (as the Edict runs) appear: 
Stage to Spenk or At 5 is cei “lar | lf Hh 


Here the Surveyor carrt ioe, but Comedians su 


AAO ee 


and Tragedians are included. But th en He 


ont the feore of Dumorality, bit becanfe they ex- 
ercisd it for Hire. This beiug his laft Ke- 
fuge, I fhall endeavour to drive him out 
on’t, and prove in contradiction to his Af 
fertion, That the Play-bexfe was cenfur'd by 
the Romans upon the Charge of Lwmorality, 
and becaufe of the Scandal of their Perfor- 


mances ; and that ‘twas the Nature of their 


Profelfe ae and not the Mercenary Condition of Suv. p.8e. 


exercifing it, which drew the C enfure upon there. 


Aery 


Ebid: pe So. 


alledges, That their Profe [fton mas not branded 









Firft then, We may iéarn’¢ from Tully, as 4 tem Lidi- 


St. Auguftine cites him, that the Roma unas © am fconamng ey 
look'd upon the BulinefS of Players as igno- ,., 
minious in all the Parts of it; and as WG) pi 


thofred exprefles it , “twas counted furpe mw Me 


wus, a feanc dalows Profelfion. This Mark of 
.Difadvantage we fee comes full upon the 


Function ; there’s rio Conditions of Favour 
or Exceptions for Acting gratis. This State 


| Og 


of Igsnominy was not “the ‘Punifhment of 
meer Hire: The Romans were not © Sally 
their Tribé , and thrown out of Common 


ft —T 5 4-1 ate 
Privilege only f ss taking Money for their 


Labour: No; they Fought for Pay, and 
Pleaded for Fees, aad Traded for Gain too, 
without any fuch Difadvantage to ao 
a 
iS Con 








tam pr 


‘0b 10 tite 
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Ommnes propter 
premium in 
fcenam prode- 
untes, OCC. 
Surv. p. 8o. 
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Condition. Why then fhould Mettals tran{- 
mute backwards in the Play-houfe , and Mo- 
ney look fo dull and fcandalous in the Adors 
Pockets? Why fhould the Confideration of 
Gain blaft their Character, forfeit their 
Right, and extinguifh the Privileges the 
were born to? Why, I fay, fhould the Ro- 
man Players have {uch ill luck with their Mo- . 
ney more than other People, unlefs becanfe 
they were thought not to come handfomly 
by it? This extraordinary Ufage plainly af- 
fects the Matter, and proves the Myftery 
unreputable : And therefore the latter Law 
cited by the Surveyor, does nothing of his Bu- 
finefs. However, it fhall be tran{crib’d. 
Lhofe that appear upon the Stage for Gazu, 
are Infamous, Lays Pegafws and Nerva the Son. 
Now by. what I have already difcourr’d, ‘tis 
plain that thefe Words were defign’d to check 
the Avarice of the Romans, and to keep thenr 
from enriching themfelves by a Libertine 
Profeffion ; and that if they were refolvd 
to live upon the Practice, they fhould pay 
for't in their Character and Credit. In fhort, 


the Intention of this Law was to hinder 


them. from dangerous Bufinefs, and to make 
them more in love with Probity than Money. 
Secondly, That the Play-houfe at Rome was 
cenfur'd for Lwmorality, may be farther un- 
deniably prov’d from Valerins Maximus, who 
mentioning the Rife of Plays much after the 
fame manner with Livy, gives the Reafon 
why the Adgors of the Fabule Aittellane had 
better 
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better Quarter than the reft of the Players: 

¢ And this was, becaufe this Diverfion was 

‘clean and inoffenfive, and made agreeable 

“to the Sobriety of the Rowan Di(cipline. 

‘Twas form’d, as Cafaubox obferves, upon the aod genus den 

Modefty of the Old Satyr, and was much (avis Ito 

more Merry thas: Mad. ‘ This Staunchnefs, Hate 

‘as Maximus goes on, fereen’d the AGors from iaoque vacie 

‘Difgrace, and purchas'd their Patent of “rl: 

© Indemnity : So that they were neither (like éu bccn 

‘the reft of the Stage) expell’d their Tribe, “a 2 ml 

“ nor refus'd to ferve in the Field. jt satis 
The Surveyor proceeds to acquaint us, That Yaler. Max. 

Tully, tho’ a Man of great Vanity and Caution, penis WR 

contratked an intimate Friend(hip with Rofcius Re eae gS 

an Ador, therefore the Bufinefs of the Stage suv. p.82. 

was not unreputable. What Tu/y’s Opinion 

was of the Stace, has been fufficiently fhewn 

already: As to this Objection, ‘tis fo fully pis p, 274, 

obviated in the View, &c. by Tully himfelf) 275. — 

that I can’t imagine why the Surveyor men- 

tiond it, unlefe to fill up the Page. But 

Tully made an Acquaintance with Rofcims : 

Mott certainly, Rofcivs was confiderable in 

his way, and it feems one of the moft Moral 

in his Profeflion: And befides,’tis likely Luly 

‘thight learn fomething of Gefture and Pro- 

nunciation of him. In fhort,. Tally lik’'d the piew, ivid. 

Man, but not his Bufinefs. For all that, he Sw. p. 82. 

defended his Caufe. That’s true; he defended 

him in an Action of Debt: But what’s that 

fo his Profeftion >. Can't a Lawyer plead for 

his Client, without juftifying his Practife, 


2 and 








Sure p. 89. 
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and anf{wering for his Trade > But I’m afraid 
I have confider'd this fort of Reafening too 
much, and therefore fhall proceed. 

‘The Surveyor urges, That Scipio Africanus and 
e publick ly fiifpettedto have affified Te- 
rence in the Compofition of bis Plays.  Sulpect- 
ed! Then it feems ‘twas no very creditable 
BufinefS. This is an odd way of Arguing, 
if pofitive Evidence from uinexceptionable 
Hiftory and Lam, may be fet afide by remote 
Conjectures, which would fignifie nothing, 


if prov d; is fay, if the beft Byidence may 
be thus o1 “rot , we muft never prove 
any thine. °F his Objection was made by 
Mr. Dennis, and is {ufficiently anfwerd in 


my Defezce, by the Counter-evidence of 
Scrpio Naf peat Horace. But let us fuppofe, 


if you pleafe, which the Inftance is far from_ 
proving, That Africanus and Lelins believ'd. 
the Stage not difcourag’d on the fceore of 


Inentorality : ; the Confequence will only be 
this, 
Opinior , and the Government -of another ; 
and thus their Aut! thority is deftroy’d by ran 
ning counter to the Law. This Anfwer will 
affect his Objections. from the Two Cefars 
and Seneca; wl hich being weaker than. the 
reli; I thall confider them no farther. 

My Inftance in the Theodofian Code, Mr.Den- 
wis oives up for an unreafonable Custom 5 but 
the Surveyor, 


That thefe two Perfons were of one 





who loves neither Yielding nor. 


Proving, encounters the Authority with at 
Banter. 


He finds fault indeed with the 
Tran- 





(5a) ; 
Liranflation, but difproves it in no particular : 

But fails in hisown Verfroz by his ownRule; 

for he renders Hiftria » by Droll-Ag: or, whe re- 

as he has already told us, that this Word 3 1s 
peculiar to the top Fandtion of the Stage, swv.p. 76. 
and fignifies the Players in their belt Capa- 

city. Farther, by his citing the Law at 

length, it appears, that Hifzrio, or an Adfor 

in the Drawa, has as little 'a C Fs ait rasa 
Pantontimes Nay, the Lagicange: falls rather 

harder upon the firft ; for the Pantomime 

does not fuffer fo much in the Addition, nor Pantominn 
has that Epithe of Difadvantage which de- geet 
{cribes the other. And_ thus by his: Criti-,. 
cifths and Exactnels, he has. made the Tran- &-- 
{lation worfe, and the Cafe worfe. 

I have now gone through his Charge againft 
the Teftimonies in the-laft Chapter of the 
View, &c. and Ihope fully fhewn that my 
Authors have been fairly tranflated and 
rightly papeed: The Objection 
Pag ran part of the Authorities, were mott of 
them made ci) Mr. Dezxis before the: Sur- 
veyor:- The Anfwers to the one therefore 
will. hold aeaintt the other.. But Mr. Den- ffi fs of 
nis has one Exception about St. Augnftive par- Kae 
ticular to himfelf ; *tis this: He fays St. a Pes 
gufline, 2 as I have ci ted k /5Li72., *' bas me Cice “TO 
ercat deal of wi O78; in the Character Ai bs afcius. Monae 
In the firft place, my Citation aes be tugufeir 1 laudaret Hi- 
1S right toa eee - and ‘therefore oe can have.trionem 5 ira 
nothing to anfwer for: And thatSt. Avgui#ine fii Nees va 
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dignus qui in wag the leaft to blame, we have no juft Rea- 
es sae fon to fufpec&. For, firft, we are to obferve, 
Lie Rolain ae ‘Lully $ Oration, Pro Rofei io,cited byMr. Den- 
ut folus eft mis isa great pet of it loft, we have neither be- 
besides | pinnie nor end of it. ButinSt. Auguftine’s time 
cedere': quid Lully s Works wereentire. Now becaufe a Paf- 
hi oe fageis not in part of an Argument, toconclude 
. “f ill fee it Was not there at all, isan “odd way of reafon- 
nam of? taming, And if ‘twas not in this Oration, there 
Pyeatsai 4 Was room enough for it in the reft of Tullys- 


eff: bomo debe- Mee which are now loft. 
fey Ghat HEE ES EEO? ly, The Wordsand Sence of this Quo- 


Ops is fuer iy vUIr 


Ve aR Lee and that cited by Mr. Dennis,are fo very 

de Confenfi “E-different , that ‘tis next to impoflible, that 

r. a : Ke A Augustine, if he quoted from Memory, 

p.274: 1ould miftake the one for the other: And 
ss he quotes it roundly , and Reafons po- 
fitively upon it. From whence ( fays this 
Father) Tully was moft clearly of Opinion, that 
the better a Man was, the lefs fit be was to make 
a Player, And can we imaginé a Perfon of 
S. Auguftin’ s Character,could miftake fo mark’d 
and memorable a Sentence> He that was 
fo well acquainted with the Heathen Learn- 
ing . and particularly with Tilly, “having 
publi ickly tatight Rhetorick in his younger 
time? To ‘change the Words of an Author 
to fo ftrange 4 Degice, to fo very foreign a 
Gonifi ication, could be nothing but Defi igtl. 
Now can we imagine’ that’ St. Auguftine’s 
Contciehce could digeft fuch a Practice as 
this 2 Would he who ‘had’ wrote a whole 

1 


Books againi{t Fa Ithood and LE ying, beg guilty 
a ie ov 


if 
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of fo notorious an Inftance himfelf > What, 
in an Author fo well known as Tully, ina 
Sentence fo very remarkable, and in a Trea- 
tife written for the Satisfaction of the Hea- 
thens? For now we are to obferve , that 
St. Augustine was encountring fome Pao if 
Objections about the Gofpels, and proving 
the Confiftency of the Evangelifts with eac h 
other. Befides, there was no neceflity for 
fo wretched and ridiculous an Expedient : 
The Controverfie did not languifh for this 
Citation ; for as pertinent as it was, St, Az- 
guftine could eafi ily have gone-on without it. 
But poffibly the Reader may think I have taken 
too much notice of a Calumny fo much without 
colour: To return thereforetothe Surveyor. 
And here once for all, I can’t but wonder 
at his Captioutnels and Noife again{t the 
Method of nry Quotations: The. Authors, 
fays he, mere xot cited at length, and in their 
own Language, which it feems Poidaahe nothing 
but Defer. That my Meaning was fair, T 
have made good already; and that my Me- 
thod was defen fible, is no lefs plain, for I 
always took care to cite Book, Chapter, or Page, 
and fometimes Edition too. Now how could 
peo tion and foul Play lie hid under fuch 
a Punctuality 2?) When this was done, what 
Head was there of {tuffing the Margz with 
Greek and Latin >? Why “thould I sive my 
felf a needlefs Fatigue, and trouble the Exg- 
lifh Reader with a “foreion Lan: guage to no 
purpofe? All unneceflary Quoting is either 
Bik E 4 Pedan- 
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ced fea) 
Pedantry or Oftentation. The Surveyor has 
neither Reafon nor Cuftom for his Demands, 
What then would the Man be at? I hope 
he did not expect I fhould get a Certificate, 
or make Affidavit in proof of my Authori- 
ties ? “Tis true, his making a {quabble about 
the Teftimonies has now fomewhat alter'd 
the Cafe ; Infomuch that I am fometimes 
forced to bring him to the Teft of the Ori- 
to difcover his Honefty. 

And now having fet the Teftimonies right, 


the reft of the Surveyor’s Book will go of 
apace 
The Surveyor Complains of my Cenfuring 





tne Mujick and Geftures of the Playhoufe only 
UpOv2 Report, having wever heard of One, or feen 


other, As to the Playhoufe Mufick, he has 


given me no occafion to refume that Argu- 


& 


ment, neither did 1 meddle with their Dan- 
cing. But here he runs too faft. I enly told 


3 u 
/8-him, 1 was no Frequenter of the Phyboufe. 


& muft tell him, I have been there, tho not 
always for Diverfion. I am not fo mucha 
Stranger to that place, as not to have feen 
the Behaviour of their Women bold, and 
the Geftures. lewd fometimes, witnefs the 


PS 3: £4 1) aT ey Abie) yi Rea vee 3 
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the Surveyor to the Earl of Dorfet, and weak mpift. Ded. 
Men, whofe bears ave fironger than their Fuade- 

quents, ull i awed into a Perfwafron before they 

are convinced of the Truth of it. For fuch People, 

iit wioft Cafes, meafure the ecntainty of Afferti- 

ons by the Confidence of him that pronounces then. 

Here’s a Flourith for ye upon the whole Sex # 
Here’s. Decency of Application, and Strains 

of Breeding and Conduct! And does the 
Surveyor call in the Ladies to Vouch for him 

after this Ufage > After he has difabled their 
Character, and thrown them out of Sence 

and Capacity : ? His Modefty and Judgment, 

I perceive, are much of a fize: Thefe Com- 
plaints, I fuppofe, were calculated for Ruffiz, 

or rather for Confiantinople, where the Wo- 

men are faid to have no Souls. I alerted in 

the View, Gc. with reference to the Exelifh 

Stage, That if they have any advantage in their 
Inftrumental Mufick, they lofe it in bel Vocal : 

ts Songs being 0 flew pase lewd, and ir- 
religious to a fants excefs : Now the auctents, yey 9. 280, 
as we have feen already, mere ae five in this 
refped. Here the Surveyor falls a railing very 

libs rally, and if his Logick would but an- 

{wer his Language, there was no endt tring 

him: But the beft on’t is, his Reafoning 

ufually makes. amends for his Railing: And 

fo it happens at prefent, for at the fir fb open- 

ing of the Ca aufe, he does no lefs than sive 

it up. He grants the Chorus of the Ancients 

was bat “wale fi enough. But then the Reafoh he sarvey,p, 103: 
proves it by is fomewhat untoward. This 
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Mufick, fays he, confifted of Hymns and Praifes 
of their Gods, and therefore Lewdnefs would have 
been impertinent. On the contrary, the Pagan 
Idols were lewd, and their Worfhip was 
lewd, and if the Hymns had been fo too, 
they had been all of a Piece. Where then 
was the impropriety > But then this, as — 
St. Paul obferves, was for the moft part done 
in fecret : For Nature was not wholly fubdued 
by Idolatry. “Iwas therefore the force of ° 
Modefty, and the regards of Virtue, which 
made the Chorus inoffenfive, and not Com- 
pliance with Religion, as the Surveyor fug- 
gets. And is not the ancient Stage much 
better than the Modern-upon this account > 
For they declin’d Smutt, tho their Religion 
allow'd it. But thefe are refolv’d to charge 
through their Creed, and to have it at any 
purchafe of Infamy and Danger. To re- 
furn to the Chorws, if that- was inoffenfive, 
as the Surveyor truly affirms, then the Vocal 
Stage Mufick of the Ancients was inoffenfive, 
for they had no Songs but in the Chorus ; I 
Challenge the Surveyor to produce one elfe- 
where in all the Old Tragedy and Comedy 
extant: And does it not follow from hence, 
that the old Drawa was inofenfive, not only 
upon the Comparifon, but even without it > 
His running off to the grofs Liberties of the 
Mimi is a poor relief: For, firft, By thus 
retreating from the Subject, he quits the 
Field, and leaves the Avtient Drama in pof- 
feffion of the Advantage contefted. 

| | on Secondly, 











$9) 

Secondly, In all his Ramble and Aggrava- 
tion about the Miz, he neither offers to 
prove his Point by Argument or Teftimony : 
He neither gives any Inftance, nor eites any 
Author ; fo that the whole of his Caufe lies 
only in Affirmation and Afiurance. His fay- 
ing, That a¥ who are acquainted with the Roman 
Stage, know his Charge againft the Mimi to be 
true, 1S like the reft. I muft tell him, he 
does not know it to be true, and therefore 
fhould not object it. Nay, as far as it ap- 
pears “tis untrue ; for the Lewdnefs of the 
Mimi confifted more in Gefture, than Ex- 


preffion. I charged the Stage with encouraging View, p. 


Revenge, and miftaking the Nieto of Honour : 
This he denies, and would make us believe 
that a VindiGive Humour is almoft always 


made. the Mark of a Tyrant or a Villain in Tra- survey,p, 108. 


gedy. But by his Inftance in Dow Manuel he 
miftakes the Point : The Diforders of Princes 
was not the Difpute in-that place : “Twas 
private Revenge which was principally aimed 
at, as appears by the mention of Dvyelling. 
And is not this Humour incouraged by the 
Stage : 2 Don’t their Characters of Figure quar- 
rel in Comedy, and. Murther in Tragedy Ts 
it not Honourable to do it, and Infamous to 
refufe it > And thus, by thefe Maxims, a 
Man is bound to be Damn’d in Defence of 
his Honour, and can’t be a Chriftian without 
being reckon’d a Poltron. To fay this, Frenfy 
is countenanced in Life, and that «@ Poet zs 
obliged to draw according to Nature is a lamen- 
att fot th esa ae table 


View, p. 35, 
333. 


Defence, p. 10 
5, Oe. 


Surv. p. 119. 





tural Defé&ts and Moral Turpitude, and 








Go j 
table Plea. At this rate Rapes and Adulteries 
muft be Acted, and all fort of Blafphemy 
tepeated, that Nature may be fhewn in her 
Colours: But this I have anfwered already. 

And therefore his faying, That there. cay be 
no Breach of Morality, without offending dgainft 
the Laws of the Drama; His faying this, is in 
effe&, to make the Poets Soveraign Judges of 
Good and Evil ; To give the Stage a Power 
Paramount to Gofpel and Law, and to make 
Vice the Standart of Virtue. By this Do- 
ctrine they may bring all the Stench of the 
Stews upon the Board, and Poyfon Cum Pri- 
wilegio. For, what is all this, but a clofe 
Imitation of Life > Now if any Man diflikes 
thefe Figures, let hin do it at his Peril, {ays the » 
Surveyor, for then he finds fault with Nature, 
not with the Poet, Nay, if thofe Pidures be 
drawn according to the Life, he might a well 

fuarl at the Wy, ife Providence which governs the 
World, becaufe he meets more waly Faces then 
handfou ones, more Knaves and fools than Ho- 
weft Men, Gc. This is admirable Reafoning ! 

For, in the firft place, to fuppofe Uglinefs fo 
very common, 1s a Satyr upon Mankind, and 

is remote both from Truth, and Decency : 

But to make Kuavery the cffe& of Providence, 

as this Author does by the drift of his Rea- 

foning, and the force of his Comparifon, is 
next to Blafphemy. To proceed from his 

Suppofition to his Inference : Does the Sy 

veyor tltink there’s no difference between Na- 

are 
vely 


sty 
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Ugly Faces as catching as Ugly Practices? 
Certainly, no. The Deformities of Behavious 
are much more dangerous than thofe of Per- 
fon. and Underftandine. Lewdnefs and A- 
theifm are infectious, but Polly is a difad- 
vantage to none but him that has it. Now, 
if we are obliged to guard our Virtue, and 
avoid ill Difcourfe, Why not in the Play- 
houfe, as well as in other places,? Unlefs we'k 
fay, that the Witand Figure, and Succefs of a 
Libertine mortifies his Example,and makes him 
lefs dangerous: And then by the fame Rule we 
may .conclude, that the malignity of a Di- 
{temper is a good fymptom of Health, and 
that. People are likely to de leaft mifchief, 
when they are beft prepared for't. 

I muft now attend the Surveyor in his Exa- 
mination of the Greek and. Rovaxz Tragedy, in 
which he pretends the Azctents were defective 


in the Morality. of their able. And upon survcy,p.126 


the comparifon of fome few Inftances, en- 
deayours to throw the preference upon ee 
Moderus. In this. Enquiry he {pends a reat 
part of his Book, which were it never fo 
lucky, would be but little to his purpofe. 
For, to fay no more at prefent, this Juftif- 
cation would reach no farther than Tragedy, 
Comedy does not enter the Difpute upon this 
Head, and therefore muft be left defencelefs. 
He throws away abundance of Ammunition 
upon. this place, which if he could carry it, 
would not be worth the Storming : This will 
appear. upon the progrefs. of the Conte ; 


and 
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and in the mean time I thall endeavour to 
repel the Attack, and difappoint him in the 
little Advantage. 

In purfuing this Point, the Surveyor falls 
into a mighty Vein of telling Stories, which 
by the length and manner of them, one 
would fancy were told more for his own Di- 
verfion, than the Readers. Here we mult 
take him by Tale, and not by Weight : 
meafure his Arguments by the Page; And if 
a Man could be confuted by the Yard, he 
might poflibly: have done my Bufinefs. 

He begins with the Fable of Sophocles his 
Oedipus, and Genfures it for being very deficient 
ia the Moral. And yet in the next Words 
he owns may ferve to put ws in mind of the 
Lubricity of Fortune, and the Inftability of Hu- 
mane Greatnefs. Call you this Moral very de- 
ficient ! Does it not hold forth a Leffon of 
Juftice and Moderation to great Men ? Does 
it not teach the proper ufe of Profperity, 
and prepare us for the Turns of Adverfity > 
This Moral is fo far from being deficient | 
in a Play, that it would make a good Ser- 
mon. But the ground of the Quarrel is, 
this Moral is too good for fuch a Heathen as 
Sophocles, and therefore he mutt not have it. 
Not have it ! What, tho the Poem ufes it 
exprelly as fuch ? that’s confefled : For all 
that the Surveyor not only finds fault with 
wont.eive Sophocles leave to 
Moral of his own Fuble. 
very hard. But fince he is refolv'd to 


refine 


underftand. the 
This is 








| 





( 63 ) 
refine upon Sophocles and Mr. Drydex, let's 
fee what hel make on’t. Now this Gentle- 
man tells us, that the gesuine Moral of the 
Fable. ought to have been fhewn in fetting 


forth Ocdipws’s ; Misfortunes,as a refult of his 
_Lmpiety, in advancing his own fudgment above 
that of his Gods , and thinking by his own Wif- 2702? 1335 
dou ‘to revere the immmtable Decrees of Deftiny, *” 
and upon this account his Vanity deferu'd the 
_ heavieft Chaftifement.. To this 1 anfwer, 


first; That if this were the Moral, it 
would not be without Inftruction : It might 
thew the vanity of contefting with Omnipo- 
tence, and teach fubmiffion to the Decrees of 
Heaven, that People fhould conclude the Pu- 
nifhment juft by the Hand that fent it, and 
not repine at the Myfteries of Providence. 

But Secondly, That this Sence is not the ge- 
guine Moral, appears by the Surveyor's Ob- 


_ jection, in which he grants, That Predeftina- 


tion. was not fo univerfal among the Antient Hea- 


thens, but many held the contrary. Andif Oedi- Ibid. 


pus was one of this Number, he grants his Moral 
falls to the Ground. Now, that Oedipus was 
no Predeftinarian, I think is pretty clear from 
his Management : For if he believed a Fata- 
lity, he. muft believe his Misfortunes irre- 
trievable, and why then was he fo weak as 
to attempt the preventing it ? Why then did 
he quit his Fortune and his Friends, throw 
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then a Hero, efpecially one who could look 
through Myfteries, untie Riddles, and had a 
reach of Underftanding above the reft of 
Mankind. ‘Tis plain therefore, Oedipws did 
not imagine himfelf under a Neceflity of 
of Murthering his Father. He thoughe the 
Oracle pronounced no more then a Conditio- 
nal Truth ; He took it for a fair warning, 
but believed the Event might be feeur’d by 
Care, and Caution. | 

Farther, By | this Scheme of Fatality: the 
reafon of Punifhment is: deftroyed, and by 
comfequence the Moral finks with it. For, 
why fhould Oedipus be punithed for attempt 
ing to reverfe Deftiny, whety all his A@ions 
were pre-ordain’d, and he had not fo much 
as his own Will in his power > Where there 
is no Choice, there can be no Fault: Albft | 
Upon this Suppofition his ‘Vaxity was ana- 
voidable, andihe could no more help the con- 
tefting with Fate, than he could over-tule it, 
Por as the Surveyor has it from Seneca, 


Luicquid patimur mortale genus, 
Ruicquid facimus venit ab alto. 


To make Oedipus {mart for queftioning the 
Oracle in this Cafe, is againft all 'Reafon and 
Juftice: And the Poet might-as well have 
brought, him to Execution, becaufe he could: 
not fiy. And thus we fee the Poet-will thift 
much better by himfelf than: with the Su- 
ueyor's Affiftance. The Moral of the reft-of 
Sophocles’ 
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Sophocles’s Plays is either good, or not bad, by Sw. Pe. 
his own Confeffion, and therefore that Dif 5° °° *% 
pute is atanend’: ’Tis true he excepts a little | 
againft Fylus's Expoftutation with the Gods. Sp 7 ackin. 
But this Objection was ftarted, and confider’d 
in the View, Gc. | | 

Oreffes's killing his Mother, tho not Cen- 
fur'd by ‘the Swrzeyor, lies harder upon So- 
phockes than the other. . But when we confi- 
der, that he was put upon this Practice by 
the Oracle, to’ revenge his Father’s Murther, sopboc. Elestrs 
arid’ the Abufe of his Bed - This Corifidera- +# ' 
tion, I fay, upon the Heathen Theology, 
feems to excufe the Fatt. | 

We are now to proceed to Euripides, who 


View, p- gt. 


is blam’d by the Surveyor for not contriving survey,p. 1647 


his Fable'to the Advantage of his Moral. To 178. 
this it may be return’d, That his Inftances of 
Mifmanagement in this Poet are but few: 
And eveti all of thofe tew * ‘won't hold 5 * roid: 
and where they do, the Plays are defenfible 
upon another Head. | 

And becaufe he makes Ore/fes, and the o+ 
ther produced by him, a Sample of the reft, 
it may not be amifs to fhew the Reader in a 
Word or two, how unfairly Euripides is re- 
prefented by the Surveyor, | 

To begin, Hecubd his firft Play, has a Mo- 
ral {ufficiently inftructive. For, hére’ Polydo- 
rus comes from the other World to diftover 
Treachery arid Murther. And Polysmeftor, 
King of Thrace, being the guilty Perfon, ts 
: | F punifhed 
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punifh'd with the lofs of his Eyes: This Piece 


of Revenge is executed by Hecuba, Mother 

tothe Murther’d Perfon, and being queftiond . 
for the Fact, fhe is acquitted by Agamemnon 5 

as indeed fhe well might, having done no- 

thing unjuftifiable by the Principles of Pa~ 

eani{m. 

The Pheniffe is full of Moral. Sentences, 
and as to the Fable, the Misfortune of Lazws 


Eurip. Phenif’ and his Pofterity is declared to proceed from 


p- 112. Ed. 
Caintabr. 


C: 


Baron. p. 
319,320. 
Androm, p. 
F29, 330. 
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his difobedience to the Oracle : which holds 
forth this Leflon, That *tis dangerous to go 
counter to the Inftruétions of Heaven; and 
that our Duty fhould always over-rule our 
Defires. 

Hippolitus Coronatus is taxed by the Sure 
veyor with a defective Moral, becaufean in- 
offenfive young Prince of that Name mif- 
carries in’t. But this Fable, if we look far- 
ther, has a great deal of good meaning int. 


‘Bippil.p. 262, For Hippolitws is vifited in his Misfortunes by 


a Goddefs who clears his Innocence, under- 
takes his Quarrel, and promifes to immorta- 
lize his Memory. 

. The Surveyor grants. Alceftz a Moral Play, 
andthe fame may be{faidof Audromache : For 
here Hermione, who injard the Royal Cap- 
tive Axdromache, grows almoft diftracted 
with her guilt, and is hardly prevented — 
from difpatching her felf. 

Menelaus l\ikewife defigning .to Murther 
Andromache and her Son Moloffus, is difap- 
pointed in his’ Barbarity by Peleas, who 

cOMes — 
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Comes in the hick of time to the refcue of * 


the Innocent. And at the end of the Play, 
Andromache is \eft in pofleflion of the Coun- 
try, Married to Helenus, Heor’s Brother, 
atid the Crown fettled upon her Son Molo/- 
fus: And to enrich the Moral farther, the 
Generous and Compaffionate Pelews is Deifyed 


by Thets, and tran{ported to the Fortunate x4. p. 


Iflands. 

The Moral of the Supplices is not amifs. 
The Cafe ftood thus. Creon King of Thebes 
refufing Burial to the Chiefs flain before: that 
Town, Adraftus, the only furviving Confe- 
derate, applies to Thefews King of Athens, for 
Affittance, defiring to be put into a Condt- 
tion to take care of the Funerals of his 
Friends. For to have thefe Solemnities un- 
perform’d, was a fad misfortune among the 
Heathens, who believed the Ghofts of the 
Deceafed had no reft, till their Bodies were 
burnt, and their Bones buried, according to 
that of Vergil. i 


Nec ripas datur horrendas & rauca fluenta 
Lran|portare,privs quam fedibus offa quierunt. 


The Requeft being thus reafonable, The- 
feus complies with it, and having demanded 
Juftice of Greon by an Embafly to no purpofe, 
he goes againft him in Perfon, defeats his 
Forces: in the Field, and recovers the dead 
Bodies of the Geverals. 

This Expedition was a generous Inftance 
of Humanity to the Dead, and Living, and 
Bad riere- 
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therefore thé Poet rewards him with fuecefs. 
The Fable likewife teaches us, That the Dead 
are i1ot to be infulted,’ mor the Vanguifhed 
refufed in their reafonable Demands. 

: To proceed. His Iphigenia iu Aulide has 
a turn of Virtue in the Contrivance. For 
here Agamemnon religns ina very tender Point 
to the Orders of the Gods, and was willing 
to Sacrifice his Daughter to the Succefs of 
the Expedition : To let -us undeérftand, that 
Piety ought to prevail againft Natural Af 
fection, and private Regards give way to: 
publick Intereft. And as for Innocent Iphi- 
genia, The is ref{cued from the Slaughter by a 
Miracle, and preferr'd to be a Prieftefs to 
Diana. : 

Iphigenia in Tauris continues the Story of 
the Tragedy laft mentioned: Here Pylades 
and Orejtes make an Adventure together, and 
by the Direction of the Oracle arrive at Tauri 
to bring off the Statue of Diana. | But being 
feiz’d before they could embark, they were 
condemnd to be Sacrificed according to the 
Cuftom of the Country.  Iphizenta, the 
Prieftefs of Diawa, underftanding the Prifo- 
ners to be Greeks, refolved to fave one of 
them, and difpatch him with a Letter to 
Argos, Upon this there follows a noble Con- 
teft between Pylades and Oreffes, who offer’d 
to die for cach other. | But . before Oreffes, 
who got the better of his Friend, came to 
fultcr, he is by good Fortune difcover'd, and 
own'd by his Sifter Iphigenia; who thereupon 
con- 
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contrives their Efcape, and goes away with 
them. From whence we may learn how un- 
expectediy Providence fteps in to the Affift- 
ance of Friendfhip and ‘Generofity : And 
that he who goes on the Meffages of Heaven, 

has his Security in his Commiffion. 


The next is the Tragedy of Rhefus, anal; 
whether it belongs to Euripides or not, is un- 
certain. This Prince isfurpriz’d in the night 
by the Enemy and flain, and feems to mif- 
carry for want of Difcipline and Care in the 
Army. He may be likewife punifh’d for his 
Prefumption, and for confiding too much in 
himfelf. i 

In the Trocdes Minerva refolves to Sadith 
the Greeks for’ ufing theix Victory ill, ‘and 
particularly for onéraging her Prieftefs Ca/ 
faadra. The reft of the‘ Play is little more 
than a Relation of the’ Misfortunes, and 
Burning of Troy ; fo that the Moral, as ie 
as it reaches, is not unferviceable. 

The Burke? is a very Religious Fable; The 
Chorus in the 3d Ac are admirably Sen- 
tentious againft Atheifm and Impiety. And 
at laft the Misfortunes of Penthens and Agave’ 


are declard to have happend for the Con-® ee P. 


tempt of the Detty. 


The Moral of the Cyclops gives much oe. 
fame warning with the former ; Polyphemus 28,0 44% 


being here punifh d for his Atheittical Rants, 
and inhofpital ble Temper. 


In 
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In the next Play. Ruri/thews tmarts for per- 
fecuting the Herachde. Thefe injur'd Per- 
fons are aflifted by the Athexians, defeat the 
Ufurper, and recover their Right. To fay 
no. more, this Play threatens Pride with Di- 
vine Vengeance, and pleads ftrongly for Ju- 
{tice and Religion. 

The Tragedy of Helexa gives Countenance 
to Probity: For, by the Struture of the 
Fable; Helena is a Lady of Virtue, unde- 
bauch’d. by Paris, and never at Troy - She is 
detain'd Prifoner in Egypt, and proves con- 
ftant to her Husband Mezelaws, tho courted 
by Lheoclymenus King of that Country. In 
fhort, fhe conceals Mewelays upon his arrival, 
makes the King believe he was Wreck'd, and 
defiring leave to folemnize his Funeral on 
the Shoar, gets an opportunity to efeape the 
Tyrant, and fet fail. Lheoclymenus finding » 
himfelf betray’d, and fufpecting his Sifter 
Theonoe in the Plot, refolves to Murther her ; 
but is perfwaded to defift, and brought to 
Temper by the Machine of Caffor and Pollux. 
Here the Moral lies upon the furface, is ap- 
parently virtuous, and therefore J fhall fay 
m0. more about it. 

” Toconclude, Ewripziles’s Eleéra ftands upon 
the fame foot of Excufe with that of So- 
phocles, and therefore J thall pafs it over. 

' From this fhort Survey the Reader may 
perceive, that much the major part of Ewri- 
pides's Plays are unexceptionable in their Mo- 
vals; And that Poetick Juftice was generally 











Cyr) ee. 
the. Poet's Care: Which appears farther by 
his Apology fer his Ixioz. For, fome of the 


Andience cenfuring the Condué of this Ply, 


for fuffering Ixion to flourifh, and thrive 
upon this Wickednefs ; The Poet defires them 
to have Patience, for, fays he, I broke him 


ae the Wheel at laft, and then he paid foy-r. eurip 
1 heli 


~ The Surveyor therefore is much miftaken 


in making the: Avcients fo negligent in their suwezy, P-194: 


Fable: As if a good Moral from them was 
rather the, effect of Cafualty than Choice. 
There are four Tragedies of Euripides ftill 
unmention’d ; that is, his Oreffes, Medea, 
Hercules Furens, and Jon: Here i confefS the 
Byafs of the Fable is not fo well contrivd, 
as in the reft. | 


Ed. Cantabr, 


But then he may be in a great meafure © 


excufed upon thefe Two following Confide- 
tations: | 

Firft, Becaufe Exripides takes care to cor- 
rect the Malignity-of his Fable by Moral 


Sentences, and Philofophical Advice, of sureey,pr6,. 


which, as the Surveyor eonfefles, -he is very 
ltberal.. Yes: The Anciens, {ays he, deliver’d 
their - Inftructions in Wife Sayings featter’d in 
the Dialogue, or at the Clofe; Now thefe Sex- 
teuces were poflibly more intelligible to a 
Common Underftanding, than the Myftery 
of Plots, and the Revolution of Fables: And 
therefore when the reft of the Play was not 


P. 19ks 


ftuffed with Lewdnefs, might govern in the 


Minds of an Audience, and make a fignifi- 
F d, cant 
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cant Imprefficn : But, Secondly, That which 
goes fartheft in the Juftification of Euripides 
is, that the Difpofition of the Fable was fel- 
dom in his power: The Subjet was gene- 
Wa rally Hiftory, or received Tradition ; from 
tt) which ‘twas unfafe to vary. For, to crofs. 
ti upon common Belief, and give Matter of 
Fact the Lye, was the way to fpoil the Pro- 

bability and Relith of the Poem, The An- 

tients therefore, as the Surveyor remarks from 

Ariftotle, being forcd to take the Fable as 

ae Pe? they found it, the fault lay. im the Hiltory, 
388. Which made the Poet more excufable, 
And this may ferve to fhew, that Eur7- 

pides is much better compléxion’d than the 

Surveyor was pleasd to draw him. He is 

miftaken likewife in affirming, That Euripides 

Survey. P-164. does not touch the Palfrons like Sophocles ; For, 

| no lefs a Judge than Quintilan gives him the 
preference: He had, {ays he, az admirable 

ftroak at the Pathos inv general ;- And for raifing 

Iu affection. Compalfion, mwas clearly Juperior to, Sophocles. 
sere cum omm- And if Quintilian's Authority ftood in need 
it Gade of being confirm’d, the Poet Hippolitus Coro= 
farimecn.” divs, to fay nothing farther, might vouch 
hth facile for him. : , Babe 
Ducsil. tie From Euripides the Surveyor SOs backward 
Lib-to.cen.t. to FE fchylws, but this Poet will quickly be dif- 

| engagd, for the whole Attack is made only 
Upon a Sentence or two. in-his Promatheus 

Swup.iso. Vintius. But here he is out again in his Im- 
pre a peachment, and mifreprefents the Reafon of 
Promotheus’s Punifhment, For ‘twas not meer 


good 


































{ 73°) 
good: Nature that made Promothaxs mifcarry. 
‘Twas becaufe he made bold with Fupzter’s 
Prerogative, broke into his Adminiftration, 
atid. difposd of his Beunty againft his 
Will, 
; is Totac SY ve 
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‘Qs dy Acduy dn F Atds wpavyhds 

=r spfesy 








And in the next Page’: 
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. Promothens. pretended it. feems to under- 
ftand what was fit for the World better than 
Jupiter, and to love Mankind more than he 
that made.them. Now to do this, 1s Arro- 
gance, ‘and Imputation,with a Witnefs, Be- 
fides, as.appears in the latter part of the 
Play, he fcorn’d a.releafe from his Torments, 


menaced his pretended Supream, and rattled pies, p. 87. 


his Chains againft his Judge. 

-. But, ’tis high time for the Surveyor to quit 
the Coaft of Greece, having met with no 
Prize after all his Cruifing. He is now fail- 
ing homewards, and trying to mend his 
Voyage; by touching at Rome. And, to 
conclude the Allegory, Sezeca 1s the Man, to 
make his Fortungs. 


And 


Prom. Vin. 


p. 6, 8. 
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~ And here he would perfwade the Reader, 
that I took all Seneca’s Plays for the Work oj 
one Man. His Reafon is, I fuppofe, becaufe 
call dthem Seneca’s Tragedies : Becaufe I did 
not diftinguith between the Plays written’ by 
Marcus, and thofe by Lucius Anneus Seneca : 
and xun out into Pedantry and Foreign Ob- 


-fervation. But enough of this. 


P. 182. 


Surucy.p.389. 


Survey p.184. 


* Sener. Troad. 


Suv UE. DP. 187. 





The Surveyor remarks, that all Seneca’s Tra- 


; gedies are of Greck Extrattion : (for the Oga- 


via 1s not worth. :the naming.) They are fo. 
And fo much the better, for then, where 
they need: it, what I have offér’d for the 
Greeks, may ferve for their Apology. Then 
the Plan of the Fable takes it’s refuge in H:- 
frory , add comes down with Excufe to the 
Poet. Befides, the Surveyor takes notice, that 
Seneca refines’ upon the Juftice of Euripides 
in his Hippolytus, and mends his Moral. Why; 
this is juft as ofe would with. But then the 
Man grows angry, becaufe I did not diftin- 
guith the Plays of Seweca’ the Philofopher 
from. the reft, and exempt him from Cen: 
fure. _ Why, truly I had no leifure for tri- 
fling in Criticifms: And moreover, I could 
not wholly excufe him; for his Rants Gf 
they belong to him) are fometimes as extra- 
Vagant as may be*, 

His Parallel of Ajax Oileus with a late Mif- 
fortune won't hold. . For Ajax was funk in 
his Blafphemy, and had his Breath ftop’d 
with. a Thunderbolt: He is xo Perfon of the 
Drama; But what then? ThisInftance is fuf- 
ficient 
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ficient to fhew the Poet’s Juftice, and make 
-an Example of the Crime. * : | 
-. His pretended Divifion of Tragedy from 
|. Ariftetle into. Moral and Pathetick, is ftrangely 
mifreprefented. By this Diftinétion he would 
make us believe, that according to Ari/fotle, 
the Pathetick Tragedy had no regard to Mo- 
rality, and Poetick Juftice. But this is not 
only contrary to Matter of Fact, ‘but to the 
Authority of the Citation. om 
For, Ariftotle makes. four Branches of ‘his 
Divifion of Tragedy, and not two only, as 
this Author quotes him. Thefe four kinds of 
Tragedy the Philofopher forms upon the four 
principal. Excellencies relating to this 
Art. " yey ae 
The firftt fort he calls ara:fudmn, or that 
which turns chiefly upon Intrigue, and Dif- 
covery, The fecond is the Pathetich, the 
Beauty of which confifts in the skill of 
touching the Paflions, and awakening Terror 
and Pity to-an unufual degree. Now if the 
Fable was well caft, and Poetick Juftice ob- 
ferved, as I have prow d it often happend 5 


in this.cafel fay, this fortof Tragedy, 1s e- Servey-p.22¢ 


very jot as inftructive, or in other words as 
Moral, as any other. 

The 3d fort was diftinguith’d by a plain 
and. pompous: Narration without furprize of 
Incidents or Revolution of Affairs. Herethe 
Gods. made a great part of the Dialogue, 
and the Peculiarity of it lay in the Majefty 
of the Prefence, of the Subje& and Expref- 
fon, The 
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Ariftct.de Poet. The fourth {s the isvxi or Moral, fo called 
sap. 18. ecaufe, as appears by the Inftances, and the 

learned Paraphratft Goulfton, it dealt chiefly 

_ Ia. virtuous Examples, and Charadters of Ju- 

ftice and Piety. “In a word, the Diftinéion 

g0€s more upon Perfon, Charatter, and Dif. 

courfe, than upon Fable and Event. And 

thus ‘tis plain, that Ariftotle was far fron 

having any of the Surveyor’s fancie’s in his 

head : For all thefe kinds of Tragedy not- 

withftanding their Difference, were equally 

capable of a good Moral, and of ad jotting Re- 

wards and Punifhments, And therefore this 

Philofopher was.no firch inexhauftible Spring 

Of Corruption, no fuch everlafting Source of Inq 

“#vy-P-195» FeFion, as this Gentleman and his terrible 
Rhetorick would make him. =a 

Having now difabled his Inftances of Ex- 

ception, and vindicated the Antients ; the 

Defign of his Attack is: defeated. And his 

Jong Declamation, into which he has ramm'd 

Survey, p.196. {0 many hard words will recoil upon himfelf 

197, & deine. and difcharge nothing but Smoke and Noife 

Paper and Powder. ~ : 

For by this time I fuppofe ’tis pretty clear 

that my Satyr Cas he calls It) does not. come 

Survey p.ror, rer fo full upon the Antients, aS “pon the Mo-~ 

Cv HS. 
’ Por firft, As we have {een the Old Tragedi- 
ans were generally unexceptionable in their 

Fable; and when they were hot, tis becaufe 

they were tied down to the Models of Hi- 

ftory and Religion, upon which account both 
: ae Ariftotbe 


5 
? 


Survey p.187, 
188. 




































them an Allowance. 
Secondly, The Antient Tragick Poets were 
clean in their Expreffion. And 

Thirdly, They. are not near fo fall of 
Profanenefs and Atheiftical Rants. 

The Surveyor is refolv’d notwithftanding 
to produce fome Modern Tragedies, which 
tho they have little to fay, are tolook boldly 
upon the Court, and pafs their Refolution 
for their Innocence; And here Shakefpear’s 
Hamlet is brought firft, and a great many 
Words f{pent:to prove the Regularity and 


Inftructivenefs of the Fable. But, what’s all OE eds. 
this to the Controverfy > My Exceptions to ~~ 


Hamlet related only to his Indecencies of 
Language; aid how handfomly the Surveyor 
juftifies that, we fhall fee afterwards. How- 
ever here the Surveyor was refolv’d to fet up 
a King of Clouts of his own making ;, and 
then to fall on and Conquer him with great 
Bravery : Or, perhaps his Heart being better 
than his Sight, he might miftake the Wind- 
ull fox the Gyant. 

His next Inftance is in the Orphan, againte 
the Fable of which tho I did not except, yet 
‘tis by no means fo ftaunch as he would 

make it. For here’s no juft DiftinGion of 
Fate upon the Merit of the Perfons ; but the 
good and bad, the innocent and guilty, fall 
under a common Misfortune. 


Cleousenes 


Ariftotle and the Surveyor are willing to make , 
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Clemenes. comes next under the Surveyors 
Examination: This Play he taxes extreamly 
with the want of a Moral. And does this 
prove, that the Fable of the Moderns is pre- 
ferable to. the Aztients 2. What makes him 
argue on my fide ? How fome People’s Va- 
nity rides their Judgment !. He mutt be throw- 
ing his Criticifms about, tho he falls upon 
his Friends, and weakens his Argument by 
his Difcovery. ve 

The Two remaining Tragedies are Dow Se- 
baftian and the Mourning Bride. Now he 
Knows I have made {everal material Objetti- 
ons againft thefe Plays, which he does not 
attempt to remove. 1 mnuft tell him there- 
fore once for all, that the Juftification of 
the Fable is no Anfwer: For I did not charge 
the Moderns with being being Infeétion alf 
over: No, they may do Execution enough 
without that. ete 

efides, the Fable by his own reafoning 
works leaft fenfibly, it fleeps as it were in the 
Veins, and is flaw in the Operation. But 
foul Images, and profane Difcourfe, are of 
a quicker Difpatch, and like the Plague fud- 
den, and fure. _ And then the Decency, Mo- 
ral Sentences, and Gravity of the Astients 
were a fort of Counterpoyfon to the Fable : 
For, as the Surveyor obferves, the Difcourfe 
of the Antient. Tragedy was frequently Moral, 
when the Fable was not... To which I mutt add, 
that when the Moderns are ftaunch in their 
main Fable, their Epifodes and Under-Cha- 
racter 





(9%) 


lracter.. are much out of Order; and°encou- 


rage Vice by giving it fuccefs. He would” 


eW, Th2y. 


gladly put in ftill for fome Advantages to '#6° * 


the Moderus, with refpe& tothe Moral; but 


the Claim fticks cruelly in the making out.. 
He mentions Three Particulars, the Two firft 


of which are no more than one, and that is, 
that i , a1 

The Moderns are never at the Expence of a 

Miracle to bring about & wicked Defign, as the 


Antients have notorioufly done. Survey-Pe216, 


To this I anfwer, 


Firft, That he has over-charged the Az- 
- tients, and multiplied his Inftances beyond 
Matter of Fact; as appears by what I have 
proved already. 
Secondly, In thofe few Plays where the Al- 
ale is true, they reprefented the Hiftory 
O 


their Theology, they had Common Belief 


for their Excufe, fo that it feems rather the 
fault of the Religion, than the Poet. And 
as for the Moderns, their ftanding off from 
_this Conduct feems to proceed more from 
Management than Scruple; By the Liberties 
they take in other Cafes, we have no reafon 
to believe they declined this ill ufe of Machine 
out of Confcience: But becaufe they know 
this Expedient won't take: The Method Jooks 


unnatural, and theCredulity of the Audience 


is not high enough to make it go down. 





His 
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His Second Advantage for the Moderus ig, 
that their Malefators are generally punifh'd. 
The Axtients did the fame, as I have prov’d 
from the Three Greek Tragédians. But after 
all, the Moderns are far froin being ‘fo cateful 
in the execution of Juftice as he pretends. 
For I'm miftaken if Libertines: that expofe 
Vertue, and droll upon Religion, are not 


' great Malefactors. To fteal Property, is not 


View, Cre. p. 
342, 146, 
Glibe 


Surucy.p.219. 


Survey.p.187, 
188. 


fo bad as to fteal Principle ; For this latter 
Practice extinguifhes the Notion of Right, 
and makes Thieving Univerfal. He that de- 
ftroys the Diftinétion of Good and Evil, is 
the worft Tyrant; for he encourages all Men 
to be like himfelf. Now thefe fort of Male- 
fa%ors are cherifhed and rewarded by the 
Modern Stage. hg Ms 

The Surveyor proceeding in Defence of the 
Moderns, afhrms, that the Fable of every Play 
is undoubtedly the Author's own, whencefoever 
he takes the Story, and he ntay model it as he 
pleafes ; Ihe Characters are not fo, for thefe the 
Poet is oblig’d to take from Nature. 


To this I anfwer, 


Firft, In contradi@ion to his Affertton, 
That when the Poet writes from Hiftory, he 
is ina great meafure confin’d to Matter of 
Fact, fo that the Fuble is not in his own 
power to model ashe pleafes. This,’ befides 
the Reafon of the thing, is already granted 
by the Surveyor, who brought Ariffotle’s Au- 
thority 
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thotity for the Cafe.- To which I thall add 


that of Horace, which may be applied both 
to Fable and Charatters. 


Aut feman JE fequere, aut COHVUER Ze atid fiuge, Horat de art. 
Scriptor. push. 


Now tis both Ari/fotle’s and Horace’s Judg- 
ment, that. a Tragick Poet thould rather go 41. ae pect. 
lipon Fact, and known Tradition, than pure“ ” 


In vention in the choice of his Subject. 


Horvat. de Art 


Retfius Iliacum Carmen deducis in Actus, : 
0eL. 


Quan fi proferres ignota, inditlague primus. 


Secondly, “Tis ‘very poflible to keep an ir 
resular Charaer under Difcipline ; for Ter- 
rences Strumpets don't talk Smut, and the view, p. 34, 
fame Conduct will hold in other Cafes. 135,204 to. 
a word, we muft not ftretch EFOPEELY. to the, nC hy tet 
prejudice of Virtue, nor make ine ea Plea 
for Debauchery. But. this pretence I have 


fully fatisfied elfewhere. 


His Jaft Effort upon the Fable of ihe. An- 
tients iS, that neither Ari{totle wor Horace, ¢- 
mong ft all their excelent K Rules for Draveat ck 
Writing, have taken the leaft notice of E 
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Firft, Aviftotle afirms,. That to reprefent a 


**aydess ¢m- Perfon of Probity * unhappy, would’ not 


Givers. 


* Mrxeov ea. 


De poet. cap.13.° Deteftable : 


"At ecanwds r- 
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Ebid. 


only ‘ be Unpoetical, but * Scandalous, and 
And on the other hand, to 
“make. a very Wicked Man fuccefsful, is 
ne ee 
‘and has not fo much as a jot of the due 
“ requifites of Tragedy in't. The firft Reafon 
he gives for this Cenfure 1s, becaufe fich 
Prepofterous Management fails in a proper 
Regard to Mankind*. Now, if an Unrigh- 
teous Treatment of Virtue and Vice, and 
Male-adminiftration upon Merit, is in the 
Opinion of Ariffotle, a Neglect of Humane 
Nature, a Scandalous Prattice, and a Breach 
of Dramatickh Law, then certainly this Phi- 
lofopher did not over-look the Refpects of 
Juftice in his Preceps for Tragedy. 

This, if need be, will appear farther from 
the Qualifications he requires in his Hero, 
who is to fuffer at the latter end of the Play. 
This chief Perfon he would have of a Mid- 
dling fize for his Morals, neither remarkable 
one way nor tother: He would not have 
him flamingly WVicked, for then no body 
would be concern’d for his Misfortune, Com- 
paffion would fleep, and Tragedy flag. 

But then he muft fall into fome great In- 
difcretion, and be guilty of confiderable Mif- 


Management; He muft be punith’d Sduapliay | 


uftxuy, for fome notorious failure in his Con- 


_ duct; For fome Faule which he might have 


prevented ; otherwife you bring him under 
the 


moft improper Condu@ imaginable, - 
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the Chatacter of thofe Virtuons Perfons, 
| *whom Ariffotle fays ‘tis {candalous to make © ’Eteka:. 
unhappy. Thus we fee he fuffers for his 
| Faults, he is made a Malefactor, tho not to 
the dégree of falling unpitied. And thus 
the Example works the right way, and the 
Audience is alarm’d into Caution. Thus 
they are held to their Good Behaviour, and 
the paffiow of Terror is purgd s which advan- 4if- dé poet. 
tages could never follow if the Hero had no“ * 
Faults to juftifie his Misfortune. For to fee a 
good Man punifh’d for that he can’t help, is 
the way to make the Paffions of the Tragedy 
run Riot, and grow mutinous again{t Pro- 
vidence; atid. is rather af’ Atgument for 
Defpair than Cireum{pection. And thismay 
ferve to fhew, that Ariffotle was not regard- 
Jefs of Poetick Juftice. 
And that Horace, who goes upon the Plan 
of the Axtients, was of the fame mind, is 
evident from his Advice to the Chorus, ‘ to 
“appear for Virtue, and perform the Offices Ut redeat mife- 
‘of Friendfhip ; To recommend Juftice, and seid iz. 
« pray the Gods thatFortune might follow De- Horst. de art: 
‘fert*. Now the Chorus, we know, was to?*- 
unite with the Subject, to fupport the Defign 
of the Play, and reprefent the Sence of the 
Poet. If therefore Horace would have the 
Chorus folicit thus ftrongly for Juftice; he 
expected, no doubt, the Cataftrophe fhould be 
govern d by the fame Inftructions: 
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And thus I have endeavour'd to dete& his: 
Calumnies upon the Autients, to vindicate 
their Fable, and to difappoint him in his Pro- 
ject upon the Comparifon. And alafe! if 
the Moderns could have carried this part 
of the Preference, it would have done 
them but little fervice. A formal Piece of 
Juftice at the end. of a Lewd Play, is no- 
thing but a Piece of Grimace, and a Politick 
Hypocrify, ‘Tis much fuch a ftrain of Con- 
duct, as it would be to let a Mad Dog loofe a- 
mong the Crowd, and then knock him on 
the Head when he has bitten a great part of 
them. And yet this poor Excufe has no pre~ 
tence in Modern Comedy, where Libertinifn 
comes generally off with ViGory and Flying 
Colours. ) 
And to this Performance of the Stage the 
surveyor now ieads me, and begins with the 
Definition of Comedy: But again{t the Latitude 
and ConftruGion of : his Interpretation, I 
have argued in my Defence, of which, ac- 
cording to his Method, he takes no notice. 
And by his Defcription of the Bufinefs of 
Comedy, we have no reafon-to expect any 
good irom it. 
2, He fays the delign of Comedy is rather 
». Cavil Prudence thar ‘viorality, andas he is pleas'd: 


boat 


tO:S0 on, We are not to expe& it fould caz- 
i rinciples. 'Thenas for the 
Charaders, tho he would xot have then all Vi- 
tious, he means not juft to qualifie them for 
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mutt be taken, that there is no Perfon of So- 
briety amonett them: No, they wuft be all 
Men of Pleafure; for if they a ire tainted meth 
too much Honefty, they will difagree with the 
Company, and Spoil the Projects of the Stace. 

Well! I perceive the Surucyor is refolv’d, 
notwith{tanding his Pretences to the contrary, 
fo make the eae Writers of Comedy more 


Licentious than the Avtient ; for Demones pp aden AE. 4, 


Planius informs us, th at the Comick Poets in/ 7 
his time usd to pretend to Difcipline, and 
throw in Leétures of Morality. And thothe 
Surveyor takes care to get all his Characters of 
Figure debauch’d. and won’t fuffer any thing 


© 
of Confcience or Regularity to tread the Stage, 


for fear the Audience might fuffer by the Ex- 
ample: Yet Plates was of another mind, 
for in his Captivi all the Characters are fober, 
and well in order, and particularly Zyxdarus 
and Philochares, Two young Gentlemen, are 
Men of Vertue : ; and fois Lufteles, anothe 

of the fame Quality and Age,in his Triusmus. 
And then as to Berti ons farther BEN eRe tn 
years, there are feveral Inftances both in Pla 

tus and Terence, of Behaviour not cx <ception- 
able. But our Stage has refined upon the old 
Model: Their Characters muft be all Liber- 
tines, their Diverfion Smut, and their Le- 
Ctures, Swearing an id Profanenefs. Their Bu- 
fines is not to teach Morality, but Lewdnefs, 
not to confer Grace, ae to Debauch Nature, 
not to werd Principle s, DUT CO deftro OY them. 
Indeed, how canthe Conk fequence of fuch En- 
G 2 tertain- 
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tertainments be otherwife >? where the Perfons 
are all Libertines, where they run {uch 
lengths of excefs, and balk nothing that 
makes a Jeft. Where Profanenefs is fome- 
times feafon’d with Wit, and Lewdnefs po- 
lifh'd with turns of Fancy. Where the In- © 
fection is made Palatable, the Mifchief for- 
tified, and their Weapons Pointed, to pafs 
the better through a Man’s Body. Now, 
who would learn Civil Prudence and Manage- 
ment from {uch Inftructions as thefe 2? wheré 
a Man will be in danger to bring away 
much more Vice than Difcretion. Is it worth 
one’s while to get Caution with the lofs of 
Confcience > Or, Have his Pocket Pick’d only 
for the fake of Vit and Dexterity 2? Who 
would choofe Bedlam for his Seat of Diver- 
fion : Or, fee Pofture Clark do his Tricks, 
and Act his Metamorphofes, with the Plague 
about him ? 

"Tis true, the Surveyor is contented, that 
not only a Gentleman of Wzt, but of Ho- 
nour too, fhould be iztroduced into Comedy 
but then he guards again in limitation, for 


he mutt be 2 Max of wild unreclaim’d Honour : 





A Man of Wild Honour! Truly, I think, 
no Man’s Honour can be Wilder then his 
Notion : Honour without Probity is next to 
a Contradiction in Terms, and befides, °tis 
good. for very little. For, to {peak plainly, 


tis nothing more than Pride and Fafhion, and 
Civility to a Man’s felf. I don’t fay but Per- 
fons of Figure may be fometimes out of Or- 
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der in Comedy, and he mifreports me in affirm- 
ing the contrary “*: But then this fhould not’ Sw. p.238. 
be done without ReftriCtions, and Guard of 
Behaviour. * And befides they fhould be* o-finze, p.s, 
difciplin’d accordingly. VWWvhen Dramatick '® 
Gentlemen of Sence are Knaves, or Debau- 
chees, the Poet fhould take care to make 
them Lofers by their Liberty : They fhould 
mortifie them for their Misbehaviour, treat 
them with Difappointment, and put them 
out of Countenance. And here the Misfor- 
tune ought to rife in proportion to the Qua~- 
lity, for fear the Figure fhould otherwife re- 
commend the Lewdnefs, 

And to do the Surveyor right, he is himfelf 
fenfible of the necefflity of this Condué, at 
leaft in fome meafure. For he grants by 
implication, that the Poet is obliged to bring 
his Libertine to a fence of his Extravagance, survey,p, 237. 
and arefolution of Amendment. But that even 
this is not done appears fufficiently in my 
View, and may be made good much farther view, p. 242, 
from the Plas cited in the Preface of my *+% & +". 
Defence. 

But before I pafs on, I am oblig’d to take 
notice of his faying, that Fools of what Qua- 
lity foever, are the proper Goods and Chattels of-sarvey,p.235. 
the Stage, which the Poets may difpofe of as they 
think fit. | 

By his favour, to make Weaknefs of Un- 
derftanding the Subje& of Comick Mirth, has 
neither Religion nor good Nature in’t: To 
expofe a Man for being born without Sence, 
G 4 i$ 
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is a Satyr upon the Creation ; ’tis juft as rea 
fonable as it would be to beat a Dwarf for 
being under $x Foot high. Thus to make 
{port with the Misfortunes of Nature, and 
infult unavoidable Infirmities, is down-right: 
Barbarity.- Befide, fuch fort of ° Ridicule 
can cure no Diftemper, nor Recover any 
Body ; Not the Patient, for he is uncapable 
of Remedy ; And as for other People, they 
are out of danger of the Difeafe, and there- 
fore need no Prefervative. To proceed : 
The Surveyor finding the Arguments of the 
View fomewhat troublefome, would gladly 
throw them off upon the fcore of Decla- 
mation: As if they were only a few noify 
glittering Sentences, put together to no pur- 
pofe. Now, tho I am no Pretender to the 
Talent of Haranguing, yet fuppofe the Alle- 
gation was true, ‘twould do him no fervice. 
For Oratory is by no means inconfiftent with 
Logick, No, Perfpicuity of Proof is as 
a8 Loveinus obferves, one part of the Sublime. 
ladeed Rhetorick is nothing but Reafon well 
drefs'd, and Arguments put into Order. To 
altrm, That Sence won't agree with proper 
and moving Expreffions, is a {trange Con- 
clnfion. "Tis as much as to fay, that a good 
Suit of Cloaths is a very naughty thing : 
For let it fit never fo eafie, yet if it happens 
to look handfomly, ‘twill be fure to weaken 
a Man's Body, and take away the ufe of his 
Limbs. But I mnft follow him. * 7 
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_ Bez Fohnfon, 1 took notice, never ferupled 


to confefs, that * twas the Office of a Comick View, p> 159, 


‘Poet to imitate Juftice, and inftruct to Life. 
“And Mr. Dryden at laft came up to the fame 
‘Opinion. This Rule the Surveyor was {en- 
fible agreed very ill with the Exglih Stage. 
And thus finding himfelf ftreighten’d moves 
for new Liberty, and tho he ftands by him- 
felf had much .rather bend the Rule, 


then reform the Practife. If you'l believe suzy. 241, 
him, this fort of Difcipline is impracticable : 


For the Licentioufuefs of Mex of Fortune, unlefs 
it be fuch as: brings their Onderflandiugs into 
queftion, muft never be cenfur'd or expofed in 
Comedy. That is, if a Libertine ben’t a Fool, 
he may be as Lewd and Profaneas he pleafes, 
and yet have fair Quarter, and make a good 
Hand on’t.. Yes; for, as the Surveyor conti- 
nues, how immoral and offenfive this Misbeha- 
viour may be to fober People, the Man muft efcape 
the Cenfure of Comedy, becanfe he can't be tried 
iz her way. That's hard! Why, then, if fhe 
muft make Malefactors, and won’t punith 
them, let her Court be put down. If See 
is a Protection to Debauchery, and the mof 
_offenfive Immoralities muft not be touched ; 


ey 3 , “<7 Pee ae ~ Peay er Ormars ae Ais: ase 
I fay, the very Definition concemmns it. . “Tis 

ee ir 2 Ty 7 ‘45 Pe aa 
a Nufance in its Nature, and Poyion in its 
Conf{titution. 


164. 


Surv. p. 242, 
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I urged there was no arguing from fome | 


Inftances of Favour to Vitious Young People 
in Plautus and Terence ; That the Confequence 





would not. hold from Rome to London, be- - 


caufe thofe Pagan Poets had a greater Com- 
pafs of Liberty in their Religion. To this 
his Anfwer, to make it fhort, is, that thefe 
Poets, efpecsally Terence, were too great Mafters 
of their own Art to take an improper Liberty, only 
becanfe ‘twas not dangerous. 
it was. an zwproper Liberty 2 The Meafures of 


.3 


Who told him, — 


Practice are form’d upon Rules of Notion, — 


and Schemes of Belief: Now the Directions 
for Life and Manners, are {trangely different 
in the Divifions of Heathenifm and Chriftia- 
nity; And therefore thofe Liberties might be 
proper enough in the firft, which are into- 
Terable in the latter. 
be rallied afterwards, and therefore I fhall 
now purfue it no farther. But the Surveyor 
has a {mall Referve: The Laws of Rome, {ays 
he, mere very fevere, and required Regularity of 
Life, The Magiftrates likemife, and Confors of 
Manners, would never have fufferd Examples 
of fuch ill Confequence to have been produced o- 
pexly, From whence he would have it fol- 
Jow, that if Plautus and Terence had fufpetted 
the Indulgences above-mention'd, had tended any 
ways to the Debauching of their Youth, they durft 
not have ventur'd them into publick View. 

To this I anfwer in a Word ; That the 
Roman Magiftrates notwithftanding the feve- 
rity of their Government, fuffered the es 
COLES 


But this Objection will - 





(“917 
ceffes of the Pavtomines,and therefore might well 


allow of much leffer degrees of Liberty in their 
Comick Poets: 1 fay, they fuffered the Panto- 


mimes, againft whom the Surveyor Declaims suv. p.24,28, 
fo heartily, and charges fo very high with & #- 


Scandal and Brutality. And if thefe grofs 
Entertainments would go down, why fhould 
they take check at the more inoffenfive {allies 
of Gallantry? As the Cafe ftood, tis no 
wonder if a lucky Libertine fhould fome- 
times pafs Mutter. 

But Plautus and Terence Coppied faithfully 
from Nature and depitfed Humane Life in its 


true and juft proportion : Let them depz what surver. p243- 


they pleafe, they did not Study the worft Like- 
nefs ; tho their Pencil was fometimes bold, 
they fhaded many Blemithes, and aimed at 
the faireft Refemblance. 

The Surveyor rifes in his Refolution; and 
and fticks not to affirm, that if the Images, 
anfwer Life, the foulnefs of them can never 


be a Fault. So farfrom that, the Crime lies surv. p. 24. 


quite on the other Side. For tobe difpleas’d 
with atrie Reprefentation tho’ never fo hide- 
ous, is no better than to quarrel with Provi- 
dence whofe Creature Mankind is, Say you {o, 
does providence make Monfters in Vice, as 
well] as in Figure? Can't a fcandalous Play 
be difliked without arraigning of Providence? 
I thought Wickednefs had not been the 
Work of Creation, but Misbehaviour; And 
that God had made the Man, but not the 
Sinner. What wretched fhifts thefe Men are 
put to, tomake Lewdnefs pafiable! How- 
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View, p. 149. 


Suru. p. 244. 


Sarv. p. 245. 
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However, the Surveyor is refolved not to. 
quit his Hold: He will have it that when 
Nature is not wrong’d thefe Liberties of making 
Vice fuccefsful,and what you pleafe befides,are 
an unalienable Right : It feems they are ent 
tayl’d upon the Poets, and defcend by courfé 
of Law, fromthe Rowan to the Laglifh Stage: 
Yes, fay's the Surveyor they have 2 Right to all 
the Priviledges of their Predeceffors. That is a 
Chriftian has a clear Title to imitate all the 


wickednefs his Heathen Predeceffars have pra- 
étifed before him. 


In the courfe of the Areument, T 
the precepts of Horace, to. the Example of 
Plautus and. Terezce, and cited him for the 
contrary opinion, How can that be replies 
the Surveyor, fince Horace draws Youth with 
the fame Features and Complexion that thofe 
Comick Poets had done before > And in proof 
of his Affertion, he produces the PiGure: 


prefer’d 


Cereus in Vitinm flecti Monitoribus afper, &e. 


Lhis Defcription, continues he, is sot 2 
bare Chara&er, of the Humours of young People, 
but a Rule to draw them by. J agree with him: 
But then, as they have a Byafs to the Cha- 
racter, they ought to have the Confequences 
too: The Poet fhould make them {mart for 
the Prodigality of their Humour, for their 
Ungovernable Heats, and the Folly of their 


Appetites. And. that this was Horace’s Opinion 
appears from the reft of his Advice *. 


But 
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But the Surveyor can’t find the Obf{cenities 

of Plantus condemn'd by Horace ; And yet surv. p. 246. 

he is lucky enough to cite the place, fo that 

it might have been his own Difcovery as well 

as mine. 


At nofiri proavi Plautinos G» numeros, & 
Laudavere fales , wiminm patienter utrumque, 
( Nedicanz flulte) mirati* fi modo ego, G vos ch ver fus 
Seimus Inurbanum, + lepido feponere digo, Haggis, 
Legitimumaue fonune digitis callemus, © arte. ti, © fep: ob 
(cent fant. 
Mined. in Loe. 


_ Here the Surveyor was pretty near Horace’s * tecivile & 
meaning, for he grants Plautws’s Raillery was fowrl: aidum. 
Cenfur'd becaufe his Fefts were Clomnifh: And” 
why were they Clownifh? Becaufe they 
were, too often foul, and {mutty , They 
were carried too far, and puth’d to Indecen- 
cy. * And that Horace was not for this * iu « des plai- 
Broad Liberty, appears farther from his Dife mers 
{wafive : Daster in Lec. 
Horat. de Art. 
Poet. 


Aut immunda crepent, ignonriniofaque dia, vis y. 23. 


Offeuduntur enins, quibus eft Equus, pater, & 


res. 


But thefe» Verfes belong to the Satyre, and 
therefore “tis Legerdemain to apply them to S#v-P.47,49- 
the Drawa.’ Not at all: ‘Tis plain, Horace 
condemns Obfcenity, and that the Rowman 
Gentry had no Relifh for Smutty Entertain- 
ments. And if they would not allow it in 
their Reftickh Satyre, where there was fome 
pretence 
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pretence of Character to cover it ; “Twould 
have gone down much worfe, in the more: 
Polite Diverfions of Comedy. | 
I gave a fhort Character from Horace of 
the ferviceablenefs of the Antient Poets, to. 
Government and Private Life, and that by 
Confequence they aim’d more at Improve- 
ment then Pleafure. This, the Surveyor an- 
{wers, was but a Compliment to Poetry in general, 
and that Conutedy was not invented in the time o 
Orpheus. Granting all that; If the Compli- 
ment was to Poetry in general, one would 
think it fhould reach to all the parts of it. 
And tho Orpheus might live before Comedy, 
Horace was long enough after it. And this 
is he who informs us, that the Ufefulnefs of 
the Antient Poets, and the Sobriety of their 
Conduct, gain’d them their Reputation. 


Sic honor & nomen, divinis vatibus, atque 
Carminibus venit. 


As much as to fay, that the Reward was 
faften'd to the Merit: And thatif later Poets 
would purchafe their Fame, they muft fol- 
low their Pattern. 

From the Directions of Horace to the Cho- 
rus, 1 infer'd, that this Poet would allow no 
Countenance or good Fortune to an immo- 
ral Character. And. forefeeing it might be 
replied, that Tragedy was only concern’d, I 
endeavourd to remove the Objection.. To 
this the» Surveyor oppofes the Authority..of © 
Floracey 
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| Florace, as if the Chorus was put down with 
Old Comedy. For, 








Lex eft accepta Chorufque 
Lupiter obticuit fublata jure nocendi. 


De Art. Poet, 


The Cafe was thus; The Old Comedy in the wil. cyrald. 


Chorus had taken too much Liberty with the 
Government, and outrag’d Perfons of Con- 
dition by Name. Upon this Alcibiades had 
Eupolis thrown over-board for his Bapte, and 
got a Bill pafled, That the Stage fhould at 
their Peril name no Body in their Satyr. 

This is the Law which Horace refers to ; 
And therefore his Teftimony proves no more, 
than that the Liberty of the Corus was fi- 
lenc’'d, which Reftraint was confiftent enough 
with the Ufe of it. 

And to prove the Chorus did not expire 
with Old Comedy, 1 produced for Evidence 
Ariftophanes’s, Plutus. But againf{t this In- 
fiance the Surveyor {tarts two objections, for 
he'l neither admit the Plutus for New Comedy ; 
nor fomuch as allow it as Chorus. 1 mufttry 
if I can perfwade him out of his Rigour. In 
the 

Firft place then, why muft not the Plutus 
pafs for New Comedy 2 Tis plainly not Old Co- 
medy. Right, the Surveyor grants as much; 
The dewzations, {ays he, in it from the former 
practice, make it lead up the Van of the Middle 
Comedy. Now the difference between Middle 
and New Comedy {eem’d fo infignificant to si 
learn’. 


De Poet. Hift, 
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learn’d Turnebus, that he branches the Greek 
Comedy into no more than two Divifions, 
Old and New. To which I may add, that 
the Scholiaffupon Ariftophanes calls the Plutus, a 
fort of New Comedy.  Devit. & Script. Ariftoph. 
Ed. Amftel. : | 

His next objection is that the Plutus has no 
true Chorus : Juft now it had none at all : But 
I find he flags in his Profecution. But why 


_ is it no true Chorus? Ariftophanes who wrote 


the Play, I fuppofe liked it well enough, and 
calls it a Chorus 5 and tis fomewhat hard his 
word cannot be taken; If he did not make 


‘itas he fhould do, he muft anfwer for it not 


Sealig. Poet. 
Lib. 1. Cap. 7. 


Aap xara 


Titov adoy jas 
Chor. in Plut, 
Mike §. fe... 


Surv. p. 269, 





I, Dacier likewife affirms the Chorus was con- 
tinued in the Middle Comedy. Nay the Sur- 
weyor’s Scaliger confefles the Chorus was taken 
out ; and if fo, one would think twas in be- 
fore. But the Chorus feems to be in a Conditi- 
on to defend it felf, and to haveall reafonable 


Requifites, and Capacities; For it confifts of 


a Plurality of Perfons, Adtsin the Dialogue, 
and offers to fing in the Parabafes. 

But after all, the Surveyor won't allow it 
to be a leeitimate Chorus: No! Not when 
Ariftopbanes was the Father on’t, and owns 
the Iffue! Well, I can’t produce the Mo- 
ther, and therefore if one Sideof the Gene- 
alogy won't fatisfie, I muft leave him. But 
I'm to blame for talking of thefe matters, for 
it feems | read no more of the Pitas than 
the Lift of the Perfons of the Drama; why 
then, I had a notable euefs-with me, for I 
have 









Cy a : 
have abftratted the Dialogue for fome Pages Vie», p. 39. 
together, as the Reader may perceive if he 
| pleafes: I think a little more Modefty would 
do this Author no harm. we | 
My Inference from Ariftotle (as oblique AS Survey: p.263; 
itis) for the Continuance of the Chorus, I 
fhall venture with his Exceptions, only ob- 
ferving that where he fays the Magi/trates gi- p. 265, 
ving the Chorus, means nothing but paying the Ac- 
tors: He fhould have faid the AGors in the 
Chorus 3 for fo Ariftotle is interpreted by Peti- 
tus and Goulfton. And whereas he affirms ‘tis 
certain, Menander had xo Chorws; He fhould °- 
have given us fomething better than his 
bare Word fort, confidering Menander is 
loft, and there's no appealing to the Author. 
If he argues, that Mewander had no Chorws be- 
caufe his Imitator Terence has none, the Con- 
{equence is not good. For. tho a Chorus is 
not to be found in the Remains of Plautys 
and Terence, yet Dacier is pofitive, that the ; 
Romans made ufe of it inComedy, and menghs7eraie Jer 
tions the Fabule Attellane for an Inftance. pitorace Tin. 
He cant deny but that Molere has reviv'd to. 2: 298., 
the Chorys in Comedy : But then he pretends 
the Poet was iz his fecond Infancy, and usd 
this Excpedient only as Crutches to fupport the [n= survey. toid: 
firmity of his Age. But this Exception goes @ P- 26 
upon a Miftake, both in the Reafon, and the 
Hiftory. Férjt, Moliere’ was no {uch Decre- 
pit Perfon, for hie Acted in his Malade Ima 
ginaire not many Hours before his Death: 
And, as I remember, the Writer of his Life 
? H re- 
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Inflit. Or. Lid, 
Yo. cap. f, 
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Re 
feports him not to have outlived his 
Four and fiftieth year. And then, Secondly, 
That the Chorws is no fign of a languid, de- 
clining Mufe is clear from Qualia ‘who 
prefers the Spirit, Vigour, and Elocution of 
the Old Comedy to that of the New. Now, 
the Chorws the Surveyor grants had always a 
part in the Old Comedy. 

He would ¢ gladly know to what end I would 
Batic al Chonan in the Exglifh Comedy: To this I 
can only anfwer, That | am furpriz’d at his 
Queftion, having eiven him no matiner of 
eccafion for’t. 

He goes on in his Defence of the Modern 


. Comedy, and alledges, that the fuccefs of 





Libertines is not given to the Licentioufnefs, but 
to the Wit and Siac. &c. which are predominant 
in the Charader. To this Ll anfwer, 

Firfit, That to make Lewdnefs Fortunate. 
and Fathionable, is a dangerous Reprefenta- 
tion: For it takes off theReftraints of Shame, 


*Sives a Varnith to the Vice, and heightens 


the Temptation. 


Secondly, Treating loofe Characters with 


‘Sence and Refpect,, provokes to Imitation, 


and makes the Infection catching. Many 
People are more inclinable to talk Wittily, 
than to act Wilely. Now the Wits gene- 
rally not to be come at without the Liberti- 


nifm; for the Matter is fo contrivd, that 


the Sugar and the Ratsbane mutt go together. 
The Wit, I fay, lies’ generally in Lufcious 
Indecencies, and Outr rages of Virtue and 
Reli- 








( 99 ) | 
Religion : Tis brisk only becaufe ‘tis bold, 
anid rather {pits than {parkles : Its Spirits are 
but Lees a little alembick’d, and like fome 
Wood it thines only in ‘its Rottenefs. 





Thirdly, As to. his Forgers and Pick-pockets P. 272. 


he talks of, his Conveyance, I take it, is not 
very clean. If he muft make ufe of thefe 
Gentlemen, let his Pickpocket be feated on 
the Beach, let him appear with Figure and 
Equipage, fwagger im the Court, ridicule the 
Judges, and banter the. Laws ; and always 
have a Pack’d Jury to bring him Honourably- 
off. Let but this be done, and then we need. 
not queftion but the Myftery of Cutting a 
Purfe would {oon drop its ill Character, im- 
prove into a Creditable Profeflion ; and it 
may be, as much Studied as Coke upon Littleton. .. 


I urged in the View, cc. That Horace ha- view, p. t5t.' 


ving exprefly mention’d the Progrefs of, 
Comedy, advifed the Poet to form his Work 
upon the Precepts of Socrates and Plato, and 
the Models of Moral Philofophy ; and from 
hence I infer'd, that by Horace’s Rule the 
Poet was oblig‘d to Sobriety of Conduct, ec. . 
_ To this the Surveyor replies, That the Lift 


of Qualifications mention'd by Horace, feevt pre- survey, pi94 


par'd only for Tragickh and. Epick Poetry, His 
Reafon is, becaufe the Bufinefs feems too pub- 
lick, and too mucti raisd for Comedy. But 
under favour, there's no need of Buskins ; 
For the Defcription defcends to private Af- 
fairs, to the Regards of Blood, and the Laws 
of Friendfhip : Now thefe Duties, if the 
cs aa H 2 Jude- 
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Gas ero 
Judgment of Qyintilian, were taught no 
where better than in the Comedies of Menan- 
der; where all the Offices of Life were run 


perfinis,affeti- through, and every Relation adjufted. To 


bus, accommg- 
datus. 


Ger vey P.27 7. 


¥. 278. 





this { may add the Authority of the Learn’d 
Dacier, who underftands thefe InftruGions 
of Horace, to relate to Comedy. (Tom. to. 
p: 57-) 

The Surveyor makes another little ftand, 
and fences with the Diftinétion between Mo- 
ral, and Poetical Manners; affirming, that 
Horace is to be underfteod of Manners only 
in the latter Sence. But by this Gentleman’s 
favour, ‘tis pretty plain, that Horace mutt 
mean both ; To what purpofe elfe fhould he 
recommend the Rules, and Writings of Plato, 
and Socrates ? Thefe great Men gave no In- 
ftructions about Poetry, unlefs to ftand clear 
on't ; Nor treated Mazyers in any other fig- 
nification than that of Philofophy. . 

The Surveyor, who is extreamly eager to 
find Faults, and apt to make them, charges 


my Account of Poetical Manners as deficient. 


It may be fo : However, ‘twas fufficient for 
Purpofe and Occafion. And befides, this 
place gave him’ notice of another, where 
there 1s a Defcription much as full, tho not 
{o tedious as his own. 

I complain‘d, as I had great reafon, That 
the Stage made Women, fingle Women, and 
Women of Quality talk Smuttily: Here 
the Surveyor cries, I run upon the wrong Scent, 
argue too daft from the Premifles, and because 
Modefty 
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Modefly # the Charatter of Women, rnitinfer, s 


that 20 Woman muft be foewn without HH. 


Yes, * 


I ftand by the Conclufion, That no Woman 


ought to be fhewn without “Mode ofty, unle 


{fs fhe 


appears for Cenfure and Infamy, or, as 


Mr. Rymer (peaks, to be kick'd in Comedy. 


heh See Def: pence ’ 
even then, there ought to be a Rega rd to the P: 1% 11,46, 


Audience ; and tho the Character is fou il, the” 


Language fhould be clean. 


But to bring fingle Women, and Quality 
of that Sex, Fale thefe Diforders, is {till 
more Peas aia bin: ‘Tis a direct ‘crofling 


upon Nature and Cuftom, and a breach of 


Manners, both Ccremonious and Poetick. 
For, do Virgins and Bawds Difcourfe in the 
fence Dintecs: > Is there no difference between 
Ladies and little Proftitutes > Or, Is Rampan- 
cy and Lewdnefs the Character of Br ceding ? 


If not, why is Nature thus. di feuis'd, 


and 


Quality mifmark’d, and all to the Dit advani- 
tage of Sobriety? But the Surveyor objets, 


Doge to Courage is the Charatferiftich of 


the O- Survey. p p.3287, 


ther Sex, yet *tzs neither Solecifin nor general Af- 
front, to reprefent a Man a Coward. ihe this I 


an{wer, 


Firff, That Courage is not reckon’d a 
Quality fo eflential to a Man,as Modelty to a 
Woman; The Expectation of it is not fo 
general, nor the Failure fo monftrous , and 


therefore his Inftance is net parallel. 

Secondly; There are fome Circum! 
and Conditions of Life, which tic ihe 
lification fatter, and as it were incorpo 
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tothe Sex; and that is Breeding, Quality, &c. 
And to argue upon his own fimilitude ; ~ 
Tho. to reprefent Men fometimes as Comards, may 
be no. Solecifn, yet to reprefent Hercules or © 
Heor, fuch, would be great Impropriety. 
Now, Decency of Language is as much the 
Character of Gentlewomen, as Bravery is of | 
Heroes ; fo that to give a Lady the naufeous 
Liberties of a Procurefs, degrades her in her 
Quality, and is both affronting and impre- 
per. 

Thirdly, This Practice, as I have prov’d it, © 

being frequent, and without Cenfure upon 
our Stage, is {till more unpardonable. — 
_ Fourthly, 1 obferv’d, that this Treedom 
was a Breach of good Behaviour to the Au- 
dience, of which he is pleas'd not to take 
any notice. ; 


Survey, P.2 90, The Surveyor urges far ther : That the Vices of 


periicular Women, are no Affront to the Sex in 
general ; But this Excufe, were it true, with- 
out Limitation, would not ferve’ his Turn. 
For I have prov’d, That the Exglih Stage 
have given the Women a Coarfe Character 


View, p71, in general, afd-play'd their Satyr upon the 


E7251 73. 
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whole Sex. | cone 
_. But before I proceed, I muft not forget how 
the Surveyor takes occafion to tell us, That iz 


8. Plays the Charaters are neither Univerfal nor 


general : His firft Reafon is, becaufe Marks fo 
comprebenfive are the Impreffions and Signatures 
of Nature, which are not to be corretted or’ im 
prow d by us. Now one would have thought 

afte fe eee REE S 








( 193 ) 


ithe Characters would have been the better 


|for anfwering the trueft. proportions and 
coming up to the Standard. This appears to 


have been Horace’s C Ypinion, who recommends 
it as a Rule to his Stage Poet. 


Refpicere exentplar vite morumeque jubebo De Arb. Pot, 


Do uu initatorem,@ veras bine ducere  UOCeS 


That is, as Daczer ESD him, Nartre 

“4s the right Plan for Life and Manners. 
‘ And ‘therefore a good Poet, who lus a. 
“mind to bring a Covetous, or Ambitious 
‘ Perfon upon the Stage, will choofe to form 
‘ the Image more upon Idea, than Example ; 
‘ and Pant him rather from general Notion, 
‘ than particular Life, 


Et VEV AS hi WE d uMceve VOeeL. 


For this is confulting the Original, and 
the way to ‘give Truth, and Strength to the 
‘Refemblance. VWhereas to draw from Par- 
© ticulars in the World, is, as Plato {peaks, 

‘no more than a iSecond-H Hand Likenefs, and 
* but Copying at the beft. In Individuals a 
Quality is often cramp’d and difguisd by 
other Paflions, and es not (trike out to its 
full extent: But an Idea confiders the progrefs 
of Inclination, makes way for Fancy rand 
Freedom, and gives a Char acter its jut ‘Com- 
pats and Diftinction. And therefore thote 
images which are fit for Sight, fhould be taken, 
from thence. | H 4 The 
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The Surveyor objects in the next place, That 
fuch comprehenfirve Marks give us no Idea of the 
Perfon Charaderiz’d, but what # common to the 
refi of the Species, and don't fnfficiently diftin= 
gui hia. But the reafon of this Objection 


. fiands upon nice Ground, and will be apt to 


run off into unwarrantable Practice: To keep 
the Character within the Crowd; is the moft 
inoffenfive Method. Indeed the Diftinction 
Ought not to turn upon Perfons, but Things. 
The Quality fhould be mark’d, but not the 
Matis and the Vice exposd, without point- 
ing at the Vitious, © | 

For to defcend to Particulars, and fall to 

Charaterizing, is no better than Libel, and 
Perfonal Abufe. In fhort, the Poet fhould 
endeavour to abftra& the Fault from the S#- 
jed, to hover in Generals, and fly at the 
whole Covey: For if he once comes to fingle 
out his Quarry,"he difcovers himfelf a Bird 
of Prey. 

His faying ‘the Impreffés, and Signatures of 
Nature, are not to be corretted or improv d, and 
therefore not to be meddled with, is a great thi- 
ftake. For if thefe Ivpreffés and Signatures. 
are any better than Fergon, he muft méan the 
good and bad Qualities incident to Humare 
Nature. Now take them either way, and 
his Propofition is hot true. ‘For, Firft, Peo- 
ples Mifcarriages are by no means inevitable. 
The Blemifhes in Condué, and Charaéter, are 
the Confequences of Choice. The Faults of 
Nature in this fence, are none of her Necef- 

“od Ee tec fe 2 fag 














( tos ) be: 
: fities, and therefore very capable of Corrécti- 
on. And then, as for the Virtues, and noble 
- Qualities, if they are fometimes heighten’d 
_ above Practice, where is the harm on’t >? Ex- 
_ ample does not reach up to the utmoft extent 
of Power. And therefore if Nature was 
fhewn to the beft Advantage, and ftretch’d 
to the length of her Capacity, the Pattern 
might be ferviceable, and awaken to Induftry, 
and Imitation. | 

We are now coming to the Parallel of thé 
Expreffions, and here the Surveyor gives ina 
Collection of Swat and Prophanenefi, in 
which he pretends the Poets of Greece and 
Rome, are more Licentious than ours. He 
acquaints us befides, according to his Cufto- 
mary Flourifhes, that he has fome hundreds 
of Inftances in Referve. And yet after all, 


he defires the Reader to take notice, that he does suey, p.r92. 


not charge thefe Paffages as Fault}, or Puntord- 
lities upon the Antients, &c. How caréful he 
is not to fall fowl on Debauthery ? He 
feems afraid left the Reader fhotld miftake 
him for a Perfon that lay wnder fome faint 
Prepofieflions of Modefty. Yes: The Pedan- 
try of Virtue, and thé Pretences to Religion, 
are uticreditable Qualities, and.a Mant muft 
clear his Reputation of them as well as he . 
can! He charges the Licentiotifnefs of the 
Antients with Immorality | By no means ! 
That would be fowre and Cynical thdeed ! He 
underftands Himfelf better than to range 
Smut, and Profanenéfs, under lpr 
eee esha Sie 
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Such a Cenfure would receyl upon himfelf. 
If thefe Practices are Faults, then his whole 
Book is little better than a Defence of Lewd- 
nefs, and a Plea for Irreligion. The truth 
of this Imputation, tho a fevere one, is very 
evident : For having brought feveral grofs 
Inftances of Indecency out of Plantus, he 
juftifies the Imitation of them; And roundly 
affirms, That fince Avtient; and Moderu Poets, 
ought to be govermd by the fame Laws, "tis but 
reafon, that one as well as tother, fhould be al- 
low d. the benefit of then: That is, the benefit 
of Smut and Lewdnefs. Thus the FExzglih 
Dramatifts are brought off without the leaft 
Blemifh or Blot in theirScutcheon. But here’s 
more Comfort for them behind; For he is 
pleas'd to afirm, That if the Pajffages of the 
Antient Poets were compar'd with thofe produced 
by me out of the Moderns, the comparative Rude- 
wefs, and Profanenefs of the latter mould vanifh. 
And yet he takes particular care to inform the — 
Reader, That he does xot charge the Antients 
with any Faults, or Insmoralities upon this feore : 
Adding withall, That the Moderzs ought to 
have the Benefit of the fame Liberty. From 
whence ‘tis plain to a Demonftration, That 
this Author has given the Stage a greater La- 
titude, and prompted them to an Improve- 
ment in Diftradion. They may, it feems, 
Jard their Plays thicker with Obfcenities, dif- 
charge their Oaths fafter, and double their Blat 
phemies. Well! I perceive Wickednefs 
would have a glosious time on’t under this 
surveyor ! a ts ana 
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But is he fure after all, that the Axticnt and 
Modern Poets, as Poets, are to be govern'd by 
the fame Laws. Is there no difference between 
the Dottrines of Heathenif{m and Chriftia- 
‘nity ? Are the Objects of Worthip the fame 
in both ? And are Knowledge and Ignorance 
to be treated with the fame Allowance-> 
thought the Modern Poets, as well as other 
People, had been under the Jurifdidtion of 
God Almighty, and tied up to the Laws of 
the Gofpel. But it.feems the Stage is all Fray- 
chifes, and Privileg’d Ground: The Mufes 
have a particular Exemption, and, the Chri- 
{tian is difpencd with by the Poct. This is 
the Swrveyor’s Reafoning. However, to give 
him his due, he has formerly been not alto- 
gether of this Opinion. For. elfewhere he 





tells us, That the main bufinefs of a Chorus. is suey p.268, 
cut off by our Religion, which is the reafon we 269. : 


have no Hymns nor Anthems fung upon the Stage, 
but make ufe of Smutty Songs in ftead of 
them, I find then by his own Confeffion, 
that the change of Religion has fome In- 
fiuence upon the Stage : This was. his former 
Judgment, but he improves by Writing, and 
his laft Wz muft ftand. 

The Surveyor in his Parallel, blackens the 
Antients moft unmercifully, and {wells their 
Charge beyond all Truth and Proportion. 
This is done to make the Moderns look the 
more tolerable, and keep them the better in 
Countenance. But a little Pains will ferve 
to wipe. off moft of the Spots, and reftore 
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hen 
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t*¥os) 
Hi ther t6 their Comipléxion. And hete I 
li cant hélp obferving, That let the Antiénts 
bé as faulty as may be, the Swweyor fhould 
} by no means Perec to difcover it: For he 
ta has already fully acquitted the Greek and 
Lani Roman Dramatifts of all Imputations of In- 
décéncy, and roundly pronounced, That tho 

the Mimi were {candaloufly Lewd, the Dravza 

9) was not at all. But to return: “a 
Before he draws out tipon the Old Poets, 

he endeavours to defend his Ophelia. And 
here he tells us a long Story, how warrantable 
mer. p.293, her Love was, how artfully manur'd, and {trorigly - 

oF for’d up; And by his Défcription, 6ne 
would think he was raifing a Maskmelon. 

But then, as ill Luck, and the Poet would 

have it, her Humble Servant Hamlet killin 
ber Father by miflake, and counterfeiting Med. 

nefs, ruined all. This Misfortune wwf? needs 
widke horrible Convulfions in a Mind fo tender, 

and, as the Surveyor Compliments the Ladiés, 
in a Sex fo weak. Well: Het Pathe was 

Kill'd, Gc. But, what then > Muft fhe néeds 

Lament in Smut, and pay her. Refpedts in 
Diftraction > Are Lufcious Expreffions the 

» Bizog. Natural Effect of Deep Sorrow, afd can’t fhe 

a appear Texzder, without being Rotten > 

P, 296. However, to do the Suraeyar right, hé lias 
produced the Exceptionable Lines, for twas 

the Song which I complain'd of. Aid this, 

#f youl believe him, is fo innotent, that 

P. 293. there's xo fear of offtvding the Modefij of the 
| meft Chaft Ear, Fm forry he feems to have 
: Cv, lott 
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loft the very Notion of Decency, He's 
more to blame for tranfcribing, then Ophelia 
was for Singing this Ditty, becaufe he wants 
her Madnefs a his Excufe. Now tis but 
aun untoward Bufinefs, when a Man is the 
worfe for being in his Wits. 

But now the Swrveyor is come to his Dif- 
{ection of the Old Poets: And here his Read- 
ing upon the Body is admirable; and to 
magnifie his Skill, he {pies out more Difeafes 
then ere the Patient died of. He often ar- 
raigns an Innocent Expreffion, and when ’tis 
not fo, his Paraphrafe is much grofler than 
the Text. For ‘tis generally his way when 
he lights upon a fore place, to make it much 
worfe for the Drefling. However, he feems 
to have gotten a very agreeable Subject : For 
his Ink flows amain, and hisInvention grows 
very copious : He feems to Swim at his Eafe, 
and his Fancy plays down the Stream, 
and tumbles in the Mud, with great Satif- 
faction. | 

He begins with Sophocles’s Antigone : This 
Lady he pretends makes fome Intemperate 
Difcoveries, and does not keep up to the De- 
cencies of Sex, and Condition. To under- 
ftand fomething of the Fable, this Antigone 
was by King Creow her Unele, fentenc'd to 
be fhut up in a Cave, and ftarv’d to death, 
only for burying her Brother Polynices con- 
trary to the King’s Order: She was likewife 
contracted to his Son Hemov. Now, tho 
fhe had ftood firm againft the Menaces of 


Creon, 
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Creon, and fhewn her felf Brave and good 
Natur’d to an extraordinary pitch; yet 
| when fhe comes to be led to Execution, her 

e Fortitude gives way a little to the Tendernefs 
a of her Sex ; fhe breaks out into fome natu- 
Ve) isk ral Starts of Concern, and according to the 
at Cuftom of that Age, and the Eaftern Coun- 
(0) *° Judg.ax. treys, * laments her dying young and fingle. 
Siem) 37- But fhe makes a fhift to govern her Language, 
and keeps her Pafiion from boiling over. I 
fhall tranfcribe his moft ferviceable Line, in 
which fhe Complains of the Difappointment 
of her Fortune, and that fhe muft go off. 





"ArenTeoy ayuuevetoy 87e TS 3d 
Mone Ady KUM, 


That: is, that fhe muft die fingle, and be 

crofsd in her Love with Hemoz: ee 

Survey,p.3o0. Whom, tho the Surveyor overlookd it, tis 

plain fhe had fettled her Affection. For when 

Creon threatned to break the Contraé, the 

difcovers her Regards to Hemon ina a 
intelligible, tho decent Expreffion. 


O gta) atuor, ds o anudler mane. 


His next Inftanceis Elec#ra, who goes aliels 
upon the Complaint of Antigone. 
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This Lady, we mutt underftand, had feen 
her Father Murther’d, by her Mother and 
ftigisthys ; She was likewife ill treated in the 
Family, and had no Body to take care of her 
Intereft, and make good the Expectations of 
her Birth: She had none but her Brother 
Orefies to depend on, and his long abfence 
made her afraid fhe was forgotten. In fhort, 


fhe was impatient for ‘his return, and feemis Sophoc. Eee. 


rather to wifh for Protection and Revenge, 
than a Settlement. And were it ctherwife,the 
Expreflion is perfectly inoffenfive. And thus 
Sophocles ftands difengaged without difficulty ; 
And had the Exglifh’ Stage been thus referv’d, 
they had fav’d me tlie trouble of a whole 
Chapter. | 

As for /Efchylws the Surveyor does not fo 
mué¢h as offer at him; fo that there’s Two of 
the Three Greek Tragedians fecur'd. But 

Euripides is now fet to the Bar, and ter- 
ribly handled for giving this Line to Po- 
lyxena when fhe was going to be facrificed. 


af 





Ame, Se x7 
“AvueG, dvuueru@- dv uw évolw wy ay. 
Ue’, [+ Xx Xx 


That is, fhe was going to die unmarried, 
and without being difposd of according to 
the Privilege of her Condition. This Com- 
plait is in the. Surveyors Aggravation very 
unreafonable. He grows very Tragical upon 


the occafion, taxes the Princefs with Ixcon- survey.p.304. 


tinence, meannefs of Spirit, and an intempe- 
rate 





Eurip.Hec. AG. 
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Eurtp. p. 135 
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rate defire of engaging with the Coxquerour 

of her Country, tho at the difadvantage of | 
being -his Slave. But this Lady is wrongd 

by the Surveyor, the Cafe is mifreported, 

and, as it fometimes happens, the Indictment 

is fet forth with a great deal more noife than 

Law. Let the Lady fpeak for her felf. Now 

in this very Scewe, fhe laments the Misfor-— 
tunes of her Family ; and lets us underftand, 

that her Birth gave her juft Pretences to be 

difpos’'d of to a Monarch: But now the 

Ruine of her Country had chang’d the Pro- 

pect, and made Marriage her Averfion: She 

could now expec nothing but that fome 

little Slave fhould be forcd upon her. 


Abo F rited ABAG- avers mudev 
~ r > & Pers 
Xegve, wegvvay rep sey noloueve, 


And therefore the goes boldly to the Altar, 
congratulates her Murther, and is pleas'd with 
the Refcue of Death: She is glad not to fur- 


- vive her Greatnefs any longer ; and fays, Life 





is over-purchasd upon the Terms of Igno- 
miny. In a word, fhe is fo far from defer- 
ving the Surveyors Cenfure, that when fhe 
comes to the Block, fhe makes Decency her 
laft Care, and expires in the Character of 
her Condition. 


Torta’ wresvoray ti rey evou uas Toei ve 
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The Surveyor is now for perfecuting her 
Sifter Caffandra, and one would almoft think, 
that he had, like fuxo, a {pite to the whole 
Family. | EST rs 

This Lady he blames for beitig too for- suo, p.4 
ward in difcovering her Satisfaction at theS7- 
News of her Match with Agamemnon a but, | 

Firft, Here is not fo much as, the leaft 
Exceptionable Expreffion ; but the Language 
is inoffenfive to the moft exact Nicenefs : 
And therefore he has blackn'd the Page with 
Greek to no purpofe. 

Secondly, Caffandra’s forwardnefs to comply 
proceeded purely from her Revenge. Being 
in a Prophetick Fit, fhe forefaw this Match 
would prove fatal to Agamemnon and his 
whole. Family. And tho fhe knew her felf 
was fhortly to be Murther’d, yet the pro- 
{pect of revenging her Country, and de- 
{troying her greateft Enemies, made her run 
into Tranfport, and defire her Mother to 
Congratulate her Happinefs. 


Kteve yabp duty, XG. VTITp SH gee Busses en , 

Tlatves adiAgay x mates AACES gue. me sae sic 
And after having enlarged upon the Mif- 
fortunes of the Greeks, and fhewn how glo- 
rioufly the Trojans died in the Defence of 
their Country, fhe perfwades Hecuba not to 
afflict her felf; for now, fays fhe, 1 am going 
to make the General a full Return, and to 

finifh his Ruine. 
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But Caffandra, in the Surveyor's Opinion, 
fhould not have been fo forward to rufh 
upon ber own Difhonour. Toclear this, we 
mutt underftand, that Ca/fandra was under ex- 
traordinary Circumftances : fhe was poflefs'd 
both by Apollo,and a very GoverninigPafiion be- 
fides : Now ‘tis no wonder if the Tranfports 
of Prophecy and Revenge, fhould make her: 
a little overlook other Confiderations. But 
this Reafon apart, it does not appear that 
Caffandra was forcd upon any Difhonourable 
Engagement ; For the Favour of a Prince 
was not, as Lalthybivs tells her Mother, un- 
reputable at that time of day. Polygamy was 
then the Practice of feveyal Countreys, and 
particularly the Cuftom of her own, as ap- 
pears from the Difcourfe between Hermzoxe, 
and Andromache ™ Meng 

As for old Heenba, Iconfefs Ewripedes has 
given her a Lufcious Expreffion to make her 
Intereft with Agamemnon. But then it does 
not come up to the pitch of Scandal of many 
Paflages of the Exglifh Stage : “Tis meer Bath- 
fulnefs to fome of their Songs, and Court- 
fhip ; And thus out of Nineteen Plys im 
Euripides, the Surveyor. has made a fhiftto fur- 
nifh one paflage out of Order. Butinftead 
of producing One out of Nineteen, 1 could 
return him Nineteen out of One, from the 
Moderns, were it convenient. But 





(LIB!) 

But as the Surveyor reports the Cafe, Euri- 
pedes has fomewhat farther to anfwer for. 
Tis true his Tendernefs is fuch that he refu- 
fes to give in particulars; but the Reader is 
referred in general to the exceptionable Plays. 
Well : Dolus latet in Generalibus is a true fay- 
ing. The Svrveyor-has hid himfelf in a Fo- 


lio, and now is fafe enough : He loves like “sg. £n:id. 


Cacus to make a Smother in his Cave, to con- 
ceal hisfoul Play. Indeed I think the Smoke 
is his beft. Defence, and the finding him out 
the hardeft part of the Enterprize. To come 
up with him. 


His Inftance in Hermione and Andromache, Spe Be Ae 
. narom. Dp. 


isaltogether fhort. They chide, tis true,a little 
too warmly for their Quality, ## we Breed 
them by our own Times; but nothing foul 
or diforderly pafles between them: And as 
for Creufa, his quarrel with her is nothing but 
ill-will : For fhe does not in the leaft run her 


301,3 


ee ae) 
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felf a ground in her Story, but relates her yon, p.317, 
Misfortune with great refervednefs. Neither 333) oe 


does her Son on put any uncivil Queftion 
to-her. His Modefty is very defenfible, if 
not his Manners : Tho’ even in this latter re- 
fpe& the young People upon the Stage are 


how more free with their Parents than this. 


eomesto. And laftly, Eledfra is innocent of 
the Accufation he brings againft her. “Tis 
truce, fhe encourages Oreffes to kill his Mother, 
but then the ftands clear of Indecency, and 
{ays nothing in that refpect, misbecoming 
her Chara&er: So far froar that, that fhe 
. I 2 wont 
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| won't fo rhuch as mention the Debauchertes of — 
fig yfiuss 10 not when fhe was recounting 
his other Villanies, and triumphing in his 
i being Difpatch’d. She runs over Ins guilt” 
nes in Murther and. Injuftice, but when 
(a fhe came to his Lewdnefs, fhe cuts off her” 
if Story, and declares it, no fit Subjek for a 
| fingle Lady. 
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The Greeks being now difmifs'’d, Seveca 

Suv. p. 314. Comes On for another Hearing. And Phedra 
in Hippolitus is pitch’d upon for a Character 

of Misbehaviour : But the Surveyor knows | 

Yiew,p.2s. excepted againft her Management my felt; 
And cenfured the freedom of her Difeovery, 

only with this abatement, that her Language 

was under Difcipline : And that the latter 

part of miy aflertion was no lefs true than the 

former, willeafily be underftood by any one 

that reads the Poet 1n himfelf, and not in 

the Surveyor’s Paraphrafe. But it feems the 

‘Nurfe runs ovet in her Expreffion, and does 

+p. jiznot fuit her Language to her Advice; And 
here: the force of the Charge lies all in one 

Word, Cor the reft is only for fhow; ) In 

an anfwer to which, we may obferve that 

Words don't always keep clofe to their firft 
signification; but grow fometimes the worfe 

orthe wearing: And that the Old Romans 

| “hacan Idea differentfrom the Surveyor's, in the 
wut a Expref 
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| -Expreffion under ‘Aebaté; appears fufficiently 

| frony St. Hieranes Epiftles, who ufes it with- 
out {cr uple. Epift. adverft 
| Tobferv'd that we had-no Courting in Se- """ 
weca, except in the Hercules Purens, where the view, p. 25, 
Tyrant Tycus addreffes Megara very briefly, 
-and in modeft remote Language. This the 
surveyor does not deny; but then he pre- 
tends to give an Inftance of Lycus’s Misbe- 
haviour to. Amphitrio, I fhall tranfcribe his 


Quotation for the Reader. 





Jour dedifii conjugem regi dabis. 
. Et te Magifiro non novine hoc difcet Nurus, 
Etiam viro probante meliovent fequi : ; 
Sin copulari pertinax tedis negat, 
Vel ex coatha nobilem partunt “Phair: 


Here. Fur, 


Now am I at a lofs to what purpofe thefe 
fine Verfes ‘were cited. It muft be for the 
Learning in the Language. Yes: He may 
‘poflibly, like fome Patients, fancy the Phy- 
fick Works much the better, for the Latin in 
the Bill. 

But he goes on with wonderful Gites 
as if he was refolv’d to fwagger the Reader 
out of fome part of his Sences : Tf thefe Al: 
lowances, fays he, may be made, (meaning for the 
Jaft Citation) Tle engage to prove, there weve? sury, p. 119 
was an inmmodelt ie fuid upon the Engh ifh 
Stage. Cer tainly t his Author has a Faft pe- 
culiar to himfelf ! One would think he fhould 
be better Read in Smut, by his Talent im 
I ar. Writing 
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Writing it. I'm afraid this Ignorance is all 
affected : And that he has gotten the trick of 
fhrinking up his Underftanding, as they fay 
fome Beggars do their Arms upon occafion. 
He tells me, J forgot the fhameful folicitations 
which Phredra usd to corrupt Hippolytus. 
He knows I took notice of Phredra’s Irregu- 


Jar Freedoms, but then, tho her Solicitations 


are fhanefil, they are not Smutty. He would 
perfwade the Reader, that Seneca’s Acamenmon 
is ftock’d with -Curiofities of this kind. 
And yet there is but one Line which looks 
the leaft that way : and that is Chytemmneftra’s 
Reproach to Ateyfiws, in which the tells him, 
That his Lewdnefs was the only Proof of 
his Manhood. 


Luens venere tantun: feimus illicita virum. 


Now this Rebuke is fo comparatively Ci- 
vil, that were it in fome of our Plays, the 
Modefty of it would almoft put it out of 
Countenance, and kill the Expreffion. | 

The Surveyor has hitherto found but 
{mall Returns from his Enquiry. He has 
rane’d over a great deal of Ground, and - 
Quarter’d the Fields of Greece and Italy. But 
all this Quefting has {prung but very little 


Game. However, he feems extreamly bufie, 

and by his motion would make you believe 

every Butterfly was worth the fetting. Who- 

ever, {ays he, confults the Paffages amifs in So- 

phocles or Euripides, or Cenfures with the Al- 
ie Se 9 2 a ae A seek ts Para 
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Vowances made. io Seneca, will find the woft ex- 


ceptionable Paffages in our Poets, whether Co omick 
or Tragich, ver ry excufable upon a fair Con~ 


firuttion. 


The Moderns compar ‘d with the Greek Tra- 
gedians and Seeca, in Point of Ueency, 
and Sobriety of Language | He may almoft 
as_ well compare Arsftophanes with Terence, 
and the Sixth /Hweid of Vireil, with the Sixth 
Satyr of Fuvenal. The Moderns f who nog 
Only glance, but dwell upon an ill Subject, 
bandy~ it between the two Sexes, and keep it 
up to fhew their Skill in the Exercife. Yes: 
They love to fourifh upon Lewdnefs, to re- 
frefh it with Repetition ; and beat it out Into 
Length and Circumftances. Sometimes to 
diftinguith a foul Thought, they deliver it 
in Scripture Phrafe, and {et it inGold to make 
it fparkle‘the better. In fhort, they mt 
nothing to explain the! Myftery, and culti- 
vate the Intereft of Debauchery ; Nothing 
that may fortifie the Poifon, and make it 
more Poinant and Palatable. To Jay their 
Diforders before.the Reader, were the Sight 
proper, would {well into a Book, and be a 
tedious Undertaking. “Twould be Infamy of 
Bulk, and Voluminous Diftraction ; not to 
be fcan’d by the Line, but weigh’d by the 
Pound. Such Plays are much more fit for 
the Solemnities of Flora and Ceres, than the 
Entertainments of thofe who are Baptizd, 
“Tis almoft pity they han’t a fetof Pan/omiyces 
to do juftice to the Subject, and Dance up tot the 
Spirit of the Dialogne. 14 » she 
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The Surveyor pleads for 2 Diftinition between 
the private Sentiments of the Man, and the pub- 
‘lick ones of the Poet, and that the Liberties of a 
Charaéfer ought not to be laid to the Charge of the 
Dramatifts that reprefents thew. This Author 
muft think his pleafure, but Quéntilian was 
of another mind ; who lets us know, that 
Aframins, a Vitious Comick Poet, difeover'd 


* mores fuos faf- his Practice in his Plays. ~* Indeed nothing 


is more natural than for a Man’s Fancy to 
‘flow into his Ink, and when he can, to 
make his Bufinefs his Diverfion. Farther: 
A Poet that writes loofely can never be ex- 
cusd, for this is done either out of Inclina- 


tion, or Intereft: If the firft, he’s a Perfon 


of no Sobriety, if the fecond, of no Con- 
fcrence: As for the Plea from the Nature and 
Propriety of Charaéers, ’tis anfwer'd already 


in my Defence, but the Surveyor was refolv’d 


to jog on, and overlook it. 

The Surveyor in his Examination of Plax- 
tus, fays, I may blufh for my Defence of this 
Poet, for affirming his Cenfurable Paflages 


‘ are very moderate, as the World goes, and 


that feveral of our fingle Plays fhall far ontdo all 
this put together. Now tho this may be true 
in the compafs he has givenit, yet tis much 


_ more than I affrm’d. But this Author, ac- 


cording to his cuftom, has extended my Af 
fertion to the whole Works of Plantus, which 
relates only to the Misbehaviour of. Women, 


And in this fence of the Comparifon, I ftill 
defend Plantws, and in Proof of the Point 


ee aes 
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appeal to the Old Batchelour, the Soldier's For- 
tane, and feveral other Exe Lilh Plays. 

' The Surveyor opens the Cafe farther againft 
Plantws, and prefles the Particulars of the 
Charge. And firft his Amphitruo is loaded 
with a heavy Accufation. But the beft on’t 
is, here’s a miftake of the Perfow, which is 
enough in all Confcience to quath the In- 
didtment. That Ranknefsof Language which 
the Surveyor charges upon PI. wits, is all [n~ 
terpolation, and belongs to another Author. 
Now as the Poet has no reafon to anfwer 
for what does not belong to him, fo thefe 
ungenuine Additions were Nie aad except- 


Surv. p. 32%, 
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ed by me. My Adv ay rhe writes a~ prem, p. 18, 


wake, mutt needs know thefe teats Quota- 
tions were nothing to his ta ofe. But pof- 
fibly the Nofegay was made up, for a Curio- 
fity to the Reader, and to oblige his own 
Smelling; And to make Plavtws amends*for 
siving him: more then his due, he’s refolv’d 
to take fomething from him.: For at the lat- 
ter end of Amphytrio, he flides away the 


word facere, “ which quite alters the LENCE, ven oy : fubatis 
and, makes Complzance found " 1p: to’ obfcenity. eft facere. 


But. this is no we tee for tol bferve the Szr- 
ht- “fineer’ d this way, and 


we 


veyor 1S 1} seat 


ig] 
generally {tcals of t the Modefty of an Au- 
thor. And to ageravate the Theft, the Mo- 
tive is re Malice, Ten Neceflity : : For he 
does not ff es to rake ufe of his Neighbours 
“Goods. but to deftr y chen, . Eg er 


His 
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His ObjeCtion againft the Morality of the 
Dialogue between Demenetus and Arg yrappus 
in the Afmaria, is out of the Queftion: 1 
warranted no farther than the Expreffion, nor 
that neither, but with reference to the Mo-) 
aerns. | , 
His next Inftance is in the Curculio, where 
Phedromus and Planefium falute each other 
too eagerly: It may befo; But then we may) 
obferve, they had not feen one another for 
fome time, and the Vifit was made with dif 
ficulty: And under fuch Circumftances, had 
they been both of the fame Sex, they might 
have difcover'd fome Affection extraordinary. 
However he can’t fay the Expreffion is foul} 
and if it was, ‘tis a Slave that (peaks it, and 
fo nothing to his purpofe. , 
To. fhew the Comparative Modefty of 
Plautus, ©1 took notice, that the Slaves and 
© Pandars who had the greateft Liberty, fel 
“dom play’d their Gambols before VWWomen3 
* that there are, as 1 remember, but four In= 
‘ ftances to the contrary; and that even there, 
© the Women thefe Men diftourfe with,areI wo 
*of them Slaves, and the third a Wench. 
Here he # forry for my want of Memory, but 
I have. much more reafon to condole with 
him for the tofs of his own. For Olympia, 


‘ypon whom he would make his Advantage, 


will do him no fervice, the Liberties of this 
Slave im the Caza are exprefly barred both 
by Name and Play, and ftand firft m the Lift 


of the Exgeption. 1 grant Cheofirata urges 


OLympat 





Olympio to tell the Story, but then tho the view, p. 17, 
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Drift of her Fancy may be amifs, the Com- 
plexion of her Language is bright, untefs in 


one Line, which, if fot interpreted to 


her Ignorance, is no more then a double Ey- survey,p 337- 


‘tendre. Artemona’s Allegory in the A/zaria 
as fomewhat lefs offenfive than this, tho 


none of the moft referv’d. Thus ie has 
made a fhift to mufter up two exceptionable 
Sentences of Women of fome Confideration 
in Plautws. But alafs! What are thefe tothe 


repeated’ and Lufcious, Freedoms of Elvira, spanifh-Friar. 
of the Ladies in the Country Wife, of Belinda, Old Batch, 


and Lady Plyant, of Narciffa; and Lady 


Dunce. Not to mention a great many others. so ier Fortunes 


Here the VVeeds are extreamly rank, and 
thick fet: And were they worth the gather- 
ing, the Reader might be yA silly furnith ‘d 
for a little pains. 

~ The Surveyor has fomething farther with 
Artemona, and pretends her Prankuefi gave her 
Slave Parafitus the boldnefs to put a very urto- 
ward Lueflion to her. "Tis this, 


Poffis fo forte accubantem tuum virum. cons 


fpexeris, 


Cum corona amplexeune aunicame C videgs c0g- 
" nofeere ¢ : 


Of thefe Lines he gives'a foul and miftakeh | 


| Tranflation, and which is, clearly confuted 


both by the “Text and Notes. Every body 


| knows Beds and Garlards were for Eating and 
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Publick Entertainment. . And then Gremio 
jacuit nova nupta mariti was ufual enough: 
This was fomewhat of the Cafe of the Huf- 
band Demenetws, who was difcover’d at Sup- 
per with his Son, and his Wench. And 
that the Appearance was fair, is evident 
from the Slaves Advice to his Miftrefs : He 
defires her to ftay a little for Information | 
about their Behaviour : 


Paras : Hen tibi Hominem: Art. perii ! 

Par. paulifper mane. 

Ancupemus ex infidtis clanculum quam vem 
gerunt. 


dinar. AE.5- And upon the immediate progrefs of the 

3 Story, the old Man, the young one, and 
the Woman, Drink, and. Difeourfe all to- 
gether. 

I obferv’d farther to the Advantage of 
Plants, That ‘ his Men who talk intemperate- 
fii BNE 6 Hr “are generally Slaves, adding, that 

“I thought Dordalys the Pander, and Lu/= 
“teles a young Gentleman, were the only 
“exception: And this latter was only euilty 
“of one over airy Expreflion. But it feems 
the Surveyor is fomewhat fharper at thefe En- 
quiries, and after his rummaging over 20 Co- 
medies has catched Periplefimines tripping in 
Mil. chr, az. one Word; and that too ufed by way of 
S: reproof. Now, that the Expreffion, tho out 
of order, is not fo grofs as he would repre- 
fent it, appears from. Lambin's Note upon the. 
amuammiMiiE 
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Epilogue to the Captivi «. And from Chremes’s 
Reprimand of Clitipho in Terence. * To a lianedi Aad. 
clude this Matter, what Periplecimenes fpeaks, ? a BE 
the Hoftels in Bartholomew Fair Ads, and 
that, I take it, is fomewhat more foul, and 
expreflive. 

Once more and Plantus is difmifs'd. 1 af- 
firm'’d, that this Poets isla and Epilogue View, pew 
were inoffenfive. This the Srveyor confefles 
18 a great Point, but feems to think it cann’t 
be carried. But here the Reader may pleafe gury. p. 340. 
to obferve, that the Difpute turns only upon 
Indecency of Language, for I never intended 
to vouch the Doétrine, and Morals of Plau- 
tus: And thus the Epilogue in the A/aria is 
hothing to the Surz veyor’s purpole, being per~ 
fectly clean in ‘the Exprejfion. As for the B-swver.psq2 
pilogue of the Captivz ‘tis all. in Defence of 
Virtue, as well as the Play’; And the Adors p 4,5, 
urge their Modefty,. as an Argument for Fa- 
vour to the Asdience. ‘Tis true th 1ey plead ' 
their Merit in one ungovern’d Expreffion ; 
to which, in the Cafe of P eripleFimenes, i 
‘have fpoken already. His ‘remaining Ob- surv. p. 34% 
jection is again{t the Epzlogne in the Cafir ni. 
And here I srant the Principle is ill enough, 
but that is foreign to the Queftion. But for 
any - other Objection, I can't percetve the 
{trength of it. For, as to the aft Line, upon 
which I {uppofe he founds himfelf, this Sen- 
tence feems rather to.contain an’ ill Witfh,and 
a Menace of Difappointment, than any thing 
elfe. * Befides; As to Debauch’t Principle, 


> 


* Vid. Donat. 
2 in Loe. 





* See Picw, 
p-13. 
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the Prelogue to the Plot and no Plot, is as bad 
as. “tis poflible , and over and above much 
more {candalous in Langnage, than the Epi- 
logue to Playtus's Cafina; In which the Difad- 
vantage is fhaded, and the Expreffion made 
more remote. : 

And can the Surveyor now find in his heart 
to compare the Prologues and Epzlogues of 
Plavtus with thofe of the Moderns 2 * Is the 
Decency and Complexion the fame in both > 


_A Man muft have a great Command of his 


bsrvey, p.3446 


Blood, to affirm this without Blufhing ; And 
be almoft as much a Mafter of his Face, as 
heis of his Confcience. ~ | 
_ As for Terence, he is fo Staunch and Regu- 
lar, that there's no medling with him: No, 
The Surveyor does not think fit to attack this 
Poet 5 but leaves him as a ftanding Reproach 
upon the Ezglifh Stage. 

I muft. now follow him in his Remarks 
upon the Chapter of the Abufe.of the Clergy. 

And here his Spleen againft the Church dif 
orders him extreamly, and indeed almoft 


throws him into Fits. He would gladly fay 


fomething to purpofe againft the Clergy, but 


the Subje& fails him. This makes him rail 


moft unmercifully ; for Spight and Impo- 


Kiew, P. 127 





tence together are generally very Clamorous 
and Impertinent. 


. To thew the unreafonablenefs of the Stage- 
Scurrilities upon the Clergy, I endeavour'd to 
make out the Right this Order had to Regard, 
and fair Ufage. | 


Firfl, 
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| Fir, Becaufe of their Relation to the 
Deity, ‘ where obferv'd that Chriftian Priefts 
'*are the Principal Minifters of God’s King- 
|*dom: They Reprefent his Perfon, Publith 
| “his Law, Pafs his Pardons, and Prefide in 
“his Worfhip. 

I thought thefe things had been fo plain 
that they needed no confirmation, but fince 
| the Surveyor contefts the Point, I fhall briefly 
_make it good. Now, I defire to know of 
the Surveyor, what it isto Reprefent another? 
Is it not to be his Agent, and to Manage his 
Affairs by vertue of his Authority ? And 
_ does not the Prieft Seal Govenants in God’s 


Name > Does he not Baptize by Commiflion, 5. Mash. 28. 
and Exercife part of that Power which our’? | 
Saviour had upon Earth > The Surveyor's Ob- se. 7sb. 20. 
- jeGtion upon this Head is amazingly ridieu-*" . 


lous : For by his reafoning no Man can Re- 
prefent the Perfon of God, without being pof- 


feffed of the Divine Attributes, and able to. fi- surcey.p.346, 
fain the Figure of Ommnipotence. _ As. nyach as 347- 


to fay, That:a Prince can't fend another as 
his Ambafladour, unlefs his,Perfon, Prero- 
sative and Appearance, 1s equal to his own, 
And therefore if the Ambafladonr falls fhore 
of his Mafter in the Advantages of Body, or 
Mind, in the,;Extent of his Dominions, or 
the Magnificence of his..Retinue; If any 
thing of this -happens,, let the.Credentials be 
what they will, the Characters it feems finks, 
and the Reprefentation becomes impoflible. 
This is {trong Reafoning, 1 confefs, coral 
| mo 
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inoft argues the World in Pieces. At this. 
rate Princes mutt Travel to keep the Peace, 
and Tranfac& all their Matters by Interview, 
and Perfonal Vilit: For a Plenipotentiary is a 
dangerous thing: They can't prefer a Subject 
to an Embafly, without communicating their 
Royalty, and making an Equal to themfelves.. 
And thus the Swrveyor has gone a great way to- 
wards breaking the Correfpondence of Chriften- 
dom. Farther, | thought the Surueyor would have 
allow'd Azegels, at leaft, for their Name fake, 
to have Reprefented God almighty: But by 
this Reafoning Michael himfelft is ftruck out 
of Capacity, and the higheft Order of Spirits 
unqualified for the Office: For no Created 
Being has any of the Divime Attributes, nor 
which is more, can have them. 3 
He fays the Regards that I infift on for the 
Prie{thood, belongs to the Governours of the 
Church. Now, tho he mayn’t know it, Priefts 
are. Governours, within theirPrecinét ; They 
have Regimen Animarum,the Guidance of Souls, 
and the Concerns of Eternity in their Care, 
and that one would think were none of the 
Jeaft Intereft of the Parith. I grant Theatrun 
is a hard Word to conftrue, but I fanciéd 
the Surveyor might have known the Exgli/h of 
Recfor well enough. By this time, 1 hope, 
the Kepréfentation nidy be allow’d. But then 
as to the Authority of publifhing the Laws of 
God, paffing his Pardons, and prefiding in his 
Worfbip, thefe Privileges, hé fays, were pecu= 
liar ‘to the Apofiles; But his Affirmation a- 
, part, 

















bane es aD la 
part, the Holy Scriptures teach us, That the 
People are to feek the Law at the Prieft’s Mouth, 
for be is the Meffenger of the Lord of Hojts.’ 
And the Church of Exgland in her Form of © 
Ordination gives the Prieft Authority to preach 
the Word of God, atid to Minifter the Holy Sa- 


craments ; And which in her Articles fhe de- st.Joh. 20. 
nies to belong to the Supream Civil Power :?" 73° 


And as for the Power of Paffing Pardons, and 
giving Abfolution, ‘tis founded upon that 
Solemn Commiflion given by our Saviour. 
As my Father hath fent me, even fo fend I you, 
whofefoever fins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
thew, and whofefoever firs ye retain, they are re~ 
, tan'd. And can any one imagine that Words 
_ fo plain in the Expreflion, and fo folemn in 
the Occafion, are void of Weight and Sig- 
nification ? Not to mention the right they 
imply of Admitting into the Church, and 
Excluding from it; Not to mention this, 
they muft amount to this Meaning at the 
loweft, That thofe who neglect this Ordinance 
of God, and refufe toapply for Abfolution to 
Perfons thus Authoriz‘d,fhan’t have their Sins 
forgiven, tho otherwife not unqualified. 
And thus, to put a refembling Cafe, a Ma- 
lefactor can’t have the benefit of the Prince’s 
Pardon unilefs it pafles the Seals, and runs 
through the Forms of Law. And that this 
Power was not peculiar to the Apoftles, but 
defign’d for a ftanding Advantage, and {ettled 
upon the Succeflions of the Hierarchy ; is 
plain by the Doctrine, and practice of our 
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at own Church: For at the Ordination ‘of. 
1 Priefts the Authority of Remitting and Re-- 
Wy taining Sin, is confer’d in the fame’Words, 
Wa Whofefoever Sins ye remit, Ge. And in the: 
Si Office for the Vi/taiton for the Sick, the Prieft 
ie making expre{s mention of his Avthority fron 
il our Saviour, abfolves the Penitent from all 
his Sins, in the Name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoff.  _ it 
And as this Authority of the Prieft is thus’ 
fully maintain'd by the Church, {o ’tis fo lefs 
1 Eliz. acknowledg’d by the State - For the Book of 
14. Cer-2. Comuron Prayer, with the Form ot Ordination, 
éc. ftands upon a» bottom of Law, and: 
has Two Ads of Parliament to defefid-it.- For 
tho the Spiritual Privileges of the Priefthood 
are independent of the Civil Magiftrate, yet 
the Statutes above-mention’d imply anAfient to 
the Charter deliver’d by our Saviour, and. 
are a fair Acknowledgment of the Power. 
And thus, the Surveyor, to make a Blow at 
the Clerey, has charg’d through’ Gofpel and 
Law, contradicted the Bible and ‘the Statute 
Book, afid fallen foul wpon the Higheft Au- 
thority both in Church and State. | 
survey. p348. But ftill he queftions, whether the Conrmilfion 
of every Chriftian Prieft: be of equal extent 
and validity with that of the Apoftles. 3 grant 
the firft part of his Propofition: That the 
Apoftles had peculiar Advantages in their 
Authority, and that their Jurifdiction was 
larger than that of fucceeding-Priefts, or 
Bifhops either, is not denied. - But tho theit 
: . Com- 
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- Commiffion was larger, ’twas not more valid 
| than that of the prefent Priefthood. For 


this {tands upon the Authority of the New 


| Leffament, upon the Credit of -utidoubted 





| Succeffion, and the known Prattice of Chri- 


ftendom for almoft Seventeen hundred years 


| together. . What, tho they are not call’d ine 
| mediately by God himfelf, nor endued with Su= ibid 
| pernatural and Miraculous Faculties, does this 


affect the Credibility of their Credentials 2 I 


fuppofe Princes are the Minifters of God, 


and deputed to. Govern under him; And 
muft the Proof -of their Commiffion depend 
upon Miracles and immediate Defignation ? 
Mutt they be: proclaim’d from the Clouds, 
and: Anointed by an Angel from Heaven ? 
And are not their Subjects to own them till 
they can make out their Title by Superna- 
tural Evidences; by the Gift of Tongues, 
and raifing the Dead? The abfurdity of 
thefe Confequences may inform the Surveyor, 
that-there’s noneed of a Miraculous Crecdeiz- 

tial to prove a Delegation from Heaven. 
The Surveyor in {tating the Difference be- 
tween the Ordinary Prief{ts, and the Apoffles, 
makes feveral Miftakes : And were he in the 
right, the Difpute is foreign to the Contro-. 
verfy. He affirms the Apoftles Doctrine had 
no other Evidence than their own Affirmation and 
the Works that they did ? Yes: They had more- 
over the Conipletion of Prophecies, and 
the Agreement of the Old Tejfament ; And 
thefe Corroborating Circumftances, were ex- 
K 2 treamly: 
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treamly confiderable. He goes on, and al- 
ledges in abatement of the prefent Prieft- 


hood, That Perfons of this Order have no 


‘watural Gifts above other Men, to warrant a 


Pretence to an extraordinary Miffion. Is the 
Bounty of God then confin‘d to Privileges 
of Nature? Or, Is he not at liberty tochufe 
what Officers he pleafes > I conceive the Sur- 
veyor wont deny . this. Had the Apoftles 
then any of thefe Advantages above o- 
thers ? fo far from that, that they feemra- 
ther to fall fhort of the common Standard. 
Their Apprehenfions at firft were very hea- 
vy, and their Reafon check’d by a low Edu- 
cation. And which is more, they were ra- 
ther chofen for thefe Difadvantages : For this 
made their Doérine the more unqueftion- 
able, and the Evidence of their Infpiration 
the greater. To fee fuch unpromifing Per- 
fons fo Wife in their Difcourfe, fo Won- 
derful in their AGtions, and fo Unufual in 
their Succefs, muft needs convince the World 
that God was with them. And thus the Sw- 
veyor S Aflertion is falfe both in Fact, and 
Reafoning, 

His faying, That this Commiffion of the 
Apoftles and their, Succeffors, expir'd upon | 
the Converfion of Princes to Chriftianity, 
i$ a great miftake: The Church is ftill Inde- 
pendent, her Authority unalterable, neither 
is fhe in Things purely Spiritual, fxbordinate 
to the Civil Power. This Truth I have elfe- 


we proyed at large, and thither I refer the | 
CABEr » 


The | 
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The Surveyor in {peaking to the Importance 
of the Priefts Office, would not allow him to 


‘prefide any more in Gods Worfbip, than a Clerk 
in Parliament prefedes over the Honfe, becaufe he survey.p.352. 


veads the Bills, and Petitions tothem. It {eems 
then the Relation cf the Prieft, and’ the 
Congregation. is the fame with that of the 
Clerk to the Parliament. VVhat would this 
Author be at > Does he mean, that when 


the Prieft reads the Bible, the People may 


Debate whether it thall pafs or not. and di- 
Vide into Yeas and Noes, about laying Amen 
to the Lord’s Prayer. One would think by 
his worthy fimilitude, that the People went 
to Church to be Worthip’d, and that the 
Liturgie was only a Parcel of Humble Peti- 
tions put up to the Parifh. 


The. Surveyor is extreamly defirous to have survey, p.356, 
a Religious Character exposd on the Stage 5 pefince, from 
But againft this Liberty, I have given my p.66,tp.se. 
Reafons at Jarge; which when the Surveyor pry g&¢, 


has’ replied to, he may poflibly hear farther 
from me. 

My Adverfary is*now upon arguing againft 
the Plea of Prefcription, and would gladly make 
out, that the Heathen Stage has Treated the 


Priefts as Coarfly as the Chriftian. And 


here Ai fchylys is as furly as before, and won't 
fo much as appear in the Caufe. However, 
Sophocles lay in his way, and in he muft 
come ; But then this Poet by his Air and 
Heavinefs, looks more like a Prifoner than a 
Witnefs; Well! We mutt hear his Depofi- 
K 3 tions 
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. tions in his Ajax Flageliifer, VVhat then is to 


be done’ here> Does the Poet bait a Prieft 
like the Relapfé? By no means... Does he 
Reprefent a Prieft in his Ply ? Not that nei- 
ther. « Then I {uppofe he {poke il! of him be- 
hind his Back 2.1 confefs that was’ not.as it 
fhould be. The beft on’t\is, the Mifehief 
lies. in a little comps{S : “Tis all in a Line or 
two at the end of the Play: Here the Chorus, 
in regard of the furprizing Events they had 


-obferv’d, are pleas'd to fay, That feeing, was 


Believing, and that ne’re a Diviner could tell 
before-hand, how matters would go. : 


5 od 2 > oo 
"H nome Beotts Es tAsoy 
~ ° © > ? a * Fd 
Trave, meev tdsty dl ects uavng 
' ow : ¢€ : 
TOY UdKav wv, 0 7 Ted tes, 


a Se 

Now if this Inftance muft have: an an- 
iwer, I reply ;. That Prophets or Diviners 
held a very fmall Proportion to the reft of 
the Priefts, fo that the Cenfure, tho gentle, 
falls only on the Skirts of the Proteffion. 
But then- to: go even thus far, .looks like 
ftraining upon - Sophocles. For the natural 


meaning of the Moral feems to be thus. 


‘ That Humane Forefight is fhort, and. the 
* Future impenetrable ; and therefore People 
" Ought to Guard accordingly upon the Pre- 
‘ fext.. But Im afraid I have been too long 
upon this Matter, and fo have ufed the Reader 
a great deal worfe, than Sophocles did the 
Pate Me 
hd vate His 


: 4 
£34 
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His next Inftance in Focafta, is obviated, Sw aee oe 


and anfwer'd; and. {fo is. that following in ei 


Creon ; who i is declar'd by the Chorus to be 
punith’ d for his Haughtinefs and. AEIRLY. 

However,, for, once, Tet’s fee what the Swr- 
weyor will : make out.of Creoz. Now. this 
Prince being diffatisfied with Tirefix’s Dit 
covery in Divination, makes this angry Re- 


SHAKIN So) 


: % cl ~ Pp “ , 
Touavriney d 7av.orap wey ya G&. 


‘That j 1S, Tour A ugurs are all a Covetoxs fort 
of People. .. Now , “tho the Regard which 
Creon fhew'd Tirefi tas. in the preceding Line, 
* calls for a foft Conftru&ion, yet the Sire « 


weyor, gives the, Text ,a Mobbith Turn,. and }. pare 


TAME KQiLe@ Se 


foifts in fome of his own ill Language be-' 


fides : In..his Verfion it ftands thus. They 


were all a Pack of Mercenary Corrupt. Fellows, 
This, it feems,.is the. “Exghfh Of o:rdewes yr@e > 
At this rate, if he were to Turn St. Payl’s 
Citation. from Aratys,. the Tranflation of 


Te 8.) 47@ eouér, would run thus : 


_-- Mankind are a a ce Fellows of Heavenly 
Eixtraion. 

We fee; what. .lean Evidence. Sophacles 
proves, tho<under the Sareea S any age= 
ment: Lhope:l have made-hiny {peaka ! ttle 
fuller on the other fide s, 

His firtt Feftimony - ~from Enr ipidles j is le~ 


velled only again Soothtaying and Divina- 


#i0n,. ©. 2 . ari 
K 4 ¥e 


W 


View, pa. Or, 


Sophoe. Antiz, 


‘Ou k Beaune 


AB. 17, 28, 


“ View, p. 129, 
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Iphig.in Aulid. | ) To way iidov miy art pqsct piRor oY KeHD?. 





And yet even here he ovér-tranflates the 
* guaingh. Original * , fpoils the Breeding of the Cha- 
vious vafealy vacter, and makes Generals rail like Car- 
Ree; suru. men. ; 
at, And in-the-fame Play he Tranflates ayip 
Fellow, and makes the beft Word in the 
Greek, the worft in the Eyglih. Farther, 
we may take notice, that thefe warm Ex- 
preffions were fpoken againft Calchas the 
Augur: Athd tho one of them was deliver’d 
—iratunisty by Achilles, who was all Paffion and Vio- 
en lence, yet ‘twas in the abfence of the Per- 
gat fioi nots, fon Cenfur'd. And as for Calchas, his In- 
feo neiae tereft is great, and his Figure creditable If 
Hor ai. de’ Art. the EP lay - | 
rue mbie , Pisinftance in Pesthews, and likewife what 
in dulid.pgq.He Offers from Seneca, is anfwer'd in the 
& «lib. View, where the Reader may fee an over- 
a? 12% ballance of Evidence for the other fide. 
ce _ But we muft leave the Priefts, and go on 
to the Gods their Mafters: Now thefe the | 
Surveyor pretends were ufed with great Free- 
dom by the Avtients. 
_ He begins with Sophocles, and objects the 
Rants of Ajax, Creon, and Philogetes, but 
here his Charge is fomewhat inhumane. 
Thefe Characters have {marted feverely for 
View,p. 88, their Impiety : Now Perfons that have fuf- 
"993 fer’d the Law, fhould not be reproach’d 
with theis Crimes: And therefore in oe 
and 


Survey, p.3 60. 
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Jand they fay when a-Man is Hanged, he’s 
Jaftifed. But the Sureeyor wants time for a 
Collefion out of this Poet: Not unlikely : 


People that have nothing to pay, are gene- sww, p. 360, 


rally in Hatfte. 


Euripides is once more fummon’d : Now yyy, p. 94. 


this Poet, | granted, had fome Profane Paf- 
fages uncorrected : And ’tis well my Coneef- 
fion was thus frank, for I perceive the Sur- 
weyor can hardly prove it: However his Per- 
formance muft be Examin’d. . : 
His firft Citation from the Hecuba is the 
beft. But here he lofes more in his Skill, 
than he gains in his Luck. For he quite mi- 
{takes the meaning of part of Lalthybims’s 
Expoftulation; Hoh ae de 


7 ’ x . + ye. v ~ 
9, Zu, ‘i Atkw $s moTeeg OT ay sures Oegy 
t r > ‘ Nia » : i! 

"H Néav dares shy) xenty Sue marty 5 


Which the thus Tranflates. -O Fupiter ! 


What phall I fay? foould Mawkind addres suy.p, 461. 


themfelues to you? Orc. VWhereas it fhould 
have been rendred thus. © Fapster:! Put 
a ftand whether Humane Affairs are part of your 
| Adminiftrition, or ‘wot, cv But I thallypur- 
fae the Advantage no farther. -[his might 
be (a Piece‘of ‘Hone Ignorance for ought’ I 
know: And no Man‘can Play more then he 
fees. But thencshe fhould be'a dittle cautious 
“not to'venture ‘out ‘of ‘his depth, tall he can 
Swim better. ) 


Polym 





( 138 ) 
“. Polymneftor'in this Tragedy is. another In- 
—oftance how far the Surveyor is to be trufted. 
-The Words mutt. be tranfcrib'd.; 10 which 
this Prince Complains-of -the uncertainty of 
Profperity, and the fuddain Turns. of 


, # a Vals Hy i 2 % a! » of M 2. sed. i . }, 

bev vu tov sdey msov, ovr cudsria, 

x i be e ; a i " 
FEV VAKOS, 
” ez 2/6 UN» ’ + fo = Ns ov rye 

Doorn SN aS” Cb Seok mA TE ty WERTH,” 

ith a? a | Cee ng ne ee 
reg.) uoV ev]sdevres, Os afro © 


Ss 1 Ie yw bir Petey iv 
*OuT ao ypAals reer rpm, Un Wey 


° /w i > ¢ 
r sepa ut ss. 


~oaLet’s: nowo fee. what | Englifh the Surveyor 
Survey. p-3617can. afford us to this Greek. Ob, whatea flip- 
pery thing is Humane Grandeur. which i never 
fecure 2 Thus far all’s well. But then the 
Remainder. is.. wretchedly wrefted into A- 
theifm and Mifconftruction :..—— The Gods 
(fays he) perplex and harrafs Mankind, that 
‘ our Ignorance way fupport their Attars; and Wor- 
frip... But. the Poet’s ‘meaning, ftands thus. 
“The Gods:nake Humane Affairs floating, and un- 
certidins that fo our Ignorance of Future Events, 
may prevent the fancy of Independence, and make 
_us-apply ta. Heaven for a betterProtection. Now 
» this: is a Sence of Piety, inftead of Prophane- 
enefs. And: to juftifie the Trenflation,: 1 ap- 
peal: not only: to the Zext,,and Latin Ver- 
fion; but: to the Greek Seholiaft, who 1s ex- 
~presfly. for; it.’ Farther; If there had been 
any thing of Prophanenefs in, this Reflecti- 
on, Polywneftor paid dearly fort. For on 
7 | artcy 
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after his Eyes are pluck’d’ out, and his Chil- 
dren murther’d before him * . 

To proceed.: EFleétra’s Expoftulation 1g P- 
horribly mifreprefented. T his Lady feeing 
Helena upon her return from Troy, and that 
fhe brought back her Beauty with her Infamy, 
makes this. Remark upon't. 


y ? 2 a fi > o p 
*O Oars €y dySparrotoy asucy et XOXO?» 
aay Fe TUS gras KOK THLEVOES 


That. iS) vai ed of Perfon are a wisfor- 
tune to fome People 5 But. extreamly ferviceable 
to fuch as make a right ufe of them. Were the 
Surveyor beftirs. him notably. He keeps the 
Jaft Line to himfelf, maimsthe Period, and 
then rigs out this Pious Tranflation; 

QO; Natiire: imhats ai Curferart thou ‘pow’ Mor- 
fbr ‘As thuch ‘as: ito fay;He has found a 
Heathen Prefidenit for the ‘Blaf phemy of the 
Moderns : VVhereas ’tis notorioufly evident, 

that here is. not-the leaft giance againft Pro- 
vidence 3 And that. only “the cai atte 
and: , Advantages of: Nature are meant by the 
Expreflion. 5 

Oreftes sis NO more’ the Surveyor’s Friend 
than Ekdéra his Sifter. For when Mexelaws 
queftion’d him about. the Murther of his 
Mother, he pleads the: Oraclein his Excute. 
And when the other was furpriz‘d at the fin- 
Sularity of the Order; He: sok 45 


AvAre ou ous by tJ Sul ¢: DIOR an Shot. 


ay r 
Fhat 
+ a 


* Eurip. Het, 
Pp. 36, 40. 


Eur1p. Orift, 
p. si. 


Surv. 362. 


(2 ¥ 
Ore. DP. 5% 





Survey.p.362. 


View, p. 94. 


Survey, p-362. 


Fon. P. 3335 
334- 











3 Crheqo® ) 
That is, ‘We are not to difpute the Gods 
“Commands, but obey them, for the Di- 
“vine Nature is too big for Humane Under- 
‘ftandings. And if the Surveyor thinks this 


too much a Paraphrafe, Oreffes fhall {peak in 


his own Tranflation. “Tis thus: We ferve 
the Gods whatever. they be. Why then, it 
feems, he did not queftion their Being, but 
thought Religion very well worth the mind- 
ing. Yes: His Piety appears farther in his 
next anfwer, for when Mezelaws feem’d to 
wonder why Apollo did not refcue him from 
his Misfortune; He tells him, 


Méner, 78 Sooy dl’ Sch owls Tey Qvory, 


That is, as the Scholiaft interprets, ‘ The 
* Gods are not fuddain in their Adminiftra- 
‘tions; But take time in Rewards, and Pu- 
“nifhments, to Try the Good, and Recover 
“the Evil. 

His Objection from the Cyclops is fully 
prevented in the View. However the Poet 
muft be cited, and the Gyant brought in, 
for the fake of the Civil Tranflation. Be- 
fides, a little Greek, tho nothing to the pur- 
pote, has a Face of Learning, and looks Big 
upon the Exglifh Reader. | 
In the Fou, by Tranflating x, Refcal, 
and évvime WVhoremafter, he makes Creufz, 
and her Servant much coarfer than they are 
in Euripides. Tis true the Servant being 
moved with the fuppos'‘d ill Ufage of his 

| | Miftrels 
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Miftrefs, proposd the firing of <Apolo’s 
Temple ; but immediately he recollects him- 
felf, and advifes her to another Revenge, 
more in her Power. _ 

To conclude with Ewripides, Hecuba, fays 
the Surveyor, thinks the Gods xxts wuudyus, 
bad Friends; He thould have faid fuggifh, 


and then he had been right. As for Seneca survey.p. 362. 
he ftands barr’d: Why then is his Athei- 7. 118. 
{tical Chorws produced, and why in the Ver- oe wueee 


fion of the Earl of Rocheffer ? Was this 
Tranfition made for the Benefit of the Pub- 
lick, or 12 Honour of the Deceas’d > Not 
the latter, for that Noble Lord, abhor’d fuch 
Prophane Liberties at his Death. Thus, to 
Refrefh the Blemifhes of his Life, is the 
greate{t Outrage to his Memory: “Tis almoft 
enough to raife him upon the Surveyor, to 
make his Ghoft refent the Ufage, and flafh Cor- 
rection in his Face ; But after all, ‘tis highly 
wmprobable that the Chorws {poke the Poet's 


\) Opinion, if, as Heinfius, Scaliger, and others serv. p. 363- 


believe, ‘twas written by Seweca the Philofo- 
pher: For every Body knows he was far 
enough from being an Atheift. 

And now we have done with Authorities ; 
And here, tho the Surveyor has but very bad 
Luck with his Poets, yet he has taken great 
care to conceal the Misfortune; For in his 
Citations he mentions neither Aé, nor Page, 
but refers to the Plays at large. This, I con- 
fefs, is the right way to difcourage the 
Reader's Enquiry, and make him rather Be- 
lieve, than go Look. And 


Fon. p. 335. 
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* See View, 
and Defcnce, 
Ivef, 


Survey. p- 367. 


Surveys p.3 65. 


View, p. 175. 
Defence. p. 25. 
tO p. 31. 


(142 ) 
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* mde de ies . 

f Lan ew 


"And now I may fafely affirm, That feveral 


fingle Plays of the! Moderns, * have not only. 
more, but fome bolder Paflages of Prophane- 
nefs, than all he has cited from the Avtzents _ 
put ‘together. And which 1s harder ftill, I 
have made but a flender Difcovery of. the 
Englifh Stage. Thus fome People Refine upon 
Heathenifm ; Thus they improve upon thei — 
Creed; and make amends in: their Lives, for 
the odds of their Underftanding ! 

In the Clofe of all, the Surveyor offers Hy-— 
pothetically, as he calls it, that is faintly, to 
juttifie the Stage-Freedoms with the Nobility. 
But,. by his favour, this Ridiculous Charatter 
muft either be drawn for fingle Perfons, or 
Quality in general: Now either way his Sa- 
tyr falls under hisown Lath; For from hence 
it mutt follow, that he who makes a Lord 
of a Fool, makes a Fool of a Lord, which he 
grants is 20 Compliment. But the Surveyor ha- 
ving not reply’d to my Reafons againft this 
Liberty, I need fay nothing mdre upon the 
Argument. : Sci es 

I have now done with the Surveyor, and 
heartily with hima better Subje&t : For a bad. 
Caufe, befides its own Evil, is apt. to produce 
a refembling Defence: It often runs an Author 
upon Calumny,, Coarfe Expedients, and Little 
Management: Which, as they are nofure Me- 
thods to.raife a Character ; fo, at one time or 
other, they’ certainly difpleafe a Man’s felt. 




















